
Dear Methodist Church Family, 
 

Easter Weekend is almost here and the events of Passion Week point consistently to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As we prepare for the beginning of Holy Week with Palm 
Sunday, I’m once again impressed by the depth of the transformation that occurred in 

the disciples.  My identical twin brother, Mike Ramsdell will bring the message, I’ll 
introduce him and we have some wonderful worship music planned. It’s a day you 
won’t want to miss! Sunday is the beginning of the week that changed the world and 

split our calendar in two. 
 
This week as I was studying the scriptures and thinking about Easter, I noticed that the 

primary evidence the disciples offered as to the reality of the resurrection came in two 
ways. It was not just what they said, it was what they became.  
 

The resurrection has to be for us more than an event; it has to be an experience with 
the living Christ. And to the apostles, what happened was not only that they said Christ 
had risen, but also that he had become alive in their hearts. They had an experience 

with the living Christ. When the apostle Thomas was left with a memory of Jesus and 
the words of the other disciples that Jesus has risen he was a miserable doubter, but 
when the resurrection became an experience for Thomas, he became not just a 

believer, a transformed believer. His life changed and he rejoined the disciples and 
became a founding member of the early church. 

 
If you look at the early church, the statistics did not seem to indicate a strong future for 
the church of Jesus Christ. The disciples had run for their lives and Judas (the church 

treasurer) had absconded with all the church funds. 
 
What caused such a troubled group to become earth movers and church builders? What 

caused this change in the early disciples from the befuddled, bedraggled lit group of 
disciples who had lost all hope, to those who defied not only the Roman authorities but 
also those in religious authority? I know of no other answer than that “he is not here, 

but he has risen.” In fact…  those are the very words with with early church members 
greeted each other! 
 

But the real question we’ll face during Holy week, “What does this week mean to 
us?”  I hope you’re ready for Easter as we renew our experience with the risen Christ. 
 

I hope to see you Sunday as we wave Palms and worship as Holy Week begins. I hope 
you’ll be in worship on Maundy Thursday for special music, scriptures and the Lord’s 
Supper, I hope you’ll be at the Easter Egg hunt this year on Easter Sunday at 

9:00am. It’s during Sunday School so all the kids can come. . We have some special 
surprises this year and you won’t want to miss this special time. For our 10:00 worship 
service on Easter Sunday, bring your living flower (Bring extras please) and you’ll 

experience an old rugged cross that becomes an Easter experience as these flowers 
transform it from an old rugged cross to a beautiful and living representation of the 
resurrection. 

 
The transformed cross will be a meaningful part of Easter worship as we bring the 
flower covered cross down the center aisle. 

 



You’ll also be amazed at the beauty the memorial and honorarium Easter lilies bring to 
our sanctuary.  But don’t forget that Holy Week begins with “Palm Sunday.”  It all 

begins this Sunday and my twin has a special message on grace to share. 
 
Please support the youth garage sale on Saturday at the church. Rain or shine the sale 

is happening. Come shop and bring your garage sale items on April 13th or 

before. You’ll be supporting youth missions and we have a wonderful student ministry 

worthy of our support. 
 
The message series following Easter will be a special series.  We’ll introduce it on Easter 

weekend!  
 
SEE YOU THIS WEEKEND AT TH PALM SUNDAY PLACE! 

 
In Christ, 
 

Steve Ramsdell 
Interim Pastor – FUMC of Ennis 
 

 

April 12, 2019 


