
December 2nd 
Angel Tree Adoption 

Order Poinsettias 
December 5th 
WNL @6 pm 

December 9th 
11:45 am —NOW Meeting 

12 pm—Trustees 
1:15 pm—Finance 

2:30 pm—Admin Council 
December 16th 

Youth and Children’s program during 
worship 

Last day to order Poinsettias 
Last day to turn in Angel Tree gifts 

December 19th 
WNL 

December 23rd 
“ A Classic Christmas” during worship 

December 24th 
Church office closed until the New Year 

4:30 pm—Come and Go Communion 
6 pm—Carols, Candles, and Communion  

December 25th 
Christmas Day 
December 31st  

Church office closed 

Mark Your Calendar 

Semi-Monthly Newsletter of the First United Methodist Church 

The Messenger 

A Word from Pastor  Mike A Word from Pastor  Mike 

S teve’s Space 

Lighting the Advent Candles 

 

We light the Advent candles, 
We light them one by one, 
As a symbol of preparation 
To receive again God’s Son. 
 
We light one for forgiveness, 
This tells us why Christ came 
To forgive us of all our sins 
And God’s message to proclaim. 
 
We light one candle for peace, 
Remembering this new born King 
Came to bring peace and goodwill. 
With faith to this dream we cling. 

We light one candle for joy 
As we anticipate His birth 
And the joy that His coming 
Has brought to all the earth. 
 
We light one candle for love, 
Love that came in a child so small. 
This love that is beyond description 
Is truly the greatest gift of all. 
 
Then at Christmas Eve Communion 
We light the large middle one, 
This candle is colored pure white,  
It stands for the Savior, God’s Son. 
 
Written by Wilton Holston 

300 N. Sherman 
Ennis, TX. 75119 
Office: 972-875-7491 

December 2, 2018 

P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to be on the 
list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church office 

 Pat Reel, Julie Ramsey, Jacob Hearron & Family, Addie Harrison, Cindy O'Daniel, Lin Pheng, Charlene Ortiz, Nora and Fred Puckett, Milton 
Vrla, Fred Witte, Vanessa Kilgore, Carolyn Pierce, Jeannie Liska, Jenna Heise, John Cuellar, Innett Auerbach, Calvin Collins,  Joe and Janice 
Landsfield, Sue Conklyn, Mary Caldwell, Mandi Drum, Patsy Erickson, Ron Kohlmann, Susan James, Jackie and RykerThompson, Alan Dodd, 
Casey Greer, Sandra Rasberry, Danny Miller, Amanda Koss-Barton, Cathy Bonett, Barb Arnette, Roger Labot, Eva Richardson, Nina Slivka, Alan 
Michael Quintanilla, Nita Bozek, Anna Thomas, Christopher Fullerton, Bettye Spears, Stanley Bonett, Judy Deagen, Dee Singleton, Stephanie 
Wylie, Martha Newsome, Johnnie Sullivan, Family of Monroe McAnally, Lou Bonett, Gloria Hickman, Marty Littlejohn, Chris Hickman, Daniel 
and Destiny Hickman, Alex Bustamente, Mary Hickman, Joan Hodge, Bill Dodson, Lowell Cannaday, Logan Bevill, Charlene Kite, Family of 
Tollie Goodwin, Jack Hillger, Mylah Harp 

 MILITARY: 
Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Steve Holston, Senior Pastor — Christen Vick, Minister to Students — Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 
                      Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out — James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 
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Staff Gifts 

It’s that time of year again where 
we can show our appreciation to 
our staff for all they do during the 
year.  If you would like to make a 
contribution toward Christmas 
gifts for the staff, please place 
them in the offering plate or drop 
them by the church office.  Thank 
you! 

Lay Leader Minute... 
ON STARS 
When was the last time you looked up on a clear night? I 
do so often, but on Christmas Eve I always do a little bit 
longer. I have this little tradition that I have kept since I 
was a child. On that evening I always find a quiet few mo-
ments and go out and give thanks under the stars. Don’t ask why, I 
just do. It’s something about everything that night has always meant, 
the cold, crisp, clear air and the quiet night because everyone is in-
side. Its humbling in a way to look up and see all of the universe dis-
played in front of my eyes. I feel small, and thankful. It makes my 
mind drift to one of my favorite Christmas stories, you know the one 
with the star in it? 
Think about it. Magi were the priest-philosophers of the Persian em-
pire. They weren’t just old wise men on camels. They were nobles. 
These were learned men who dedicated their entire lives to a differ-
ent God than ours. They were taught and educated from a young age 
to read the stars and the rising of the sun and the moon. They intent-
ly watched the heavens night after night to try an see if the move-
ments of the stars would reveal any details of Gods plan. Here is 
where the miraculous part begins. Something did happen. A star 
shifted, a light flared up that wasn’t supposed to be there, a new star, 
we don’t know. It might have been unnoticeable by most people, 
because most wouldn’t look up. There is not much to go on historical-
ly, so it wasn’t a violent event, but it got the attention of the Magi. 
Next is even more miraculous. These three learned, wise, nobles, 
from another kingdom, religion and people decided to go and pay 
homage to the baby born under this sign. I can’t imagine their Persian 

King said “Sure, Go kneel at the foot of some newborn for-
eign king!” I think an official Persian envoy would have had 
more than three people. They probably snuck away after 
being scoffed at in the Persian court. To top it off they had 
to plan to travel over 1000 miles on camel. You don’t just 
hop on your camel and trot off across Iraq. There was deep 
planning that had to happen to make that trip. Supplies to 
purchase, maps to find, a guide a hire, servant to take, 
food didn’t last, you had to move from water to water. On 
top of all of that, bandits roamed the highways waiting to 
rob anyone who passed. This wasn’t easy. It was danger-
ous, it was hard, it was stressful…. but to them it was 
worth it.  
You see, despite all of this, they were stepping out into the 
wild world on faith. Even in a faraway land, worshiping an-
other religion, and living in a dangerous world, God spoke 
to these faithful men. What hardships they endured, we 
don’t know. Only the Gospel of Matthew mentions them 
briefly. Their appearance sent Herod on the warpath, be-
cause Magi were seen as very wise men. If they were 
there, a king was born. The world hasn’t been the same 
since.  
That’s what I think of on Christmas Eve, when I give my 
thanks under the stars. I watch them twinkle and wonder if 
it’s a sign that I should be more like those men? How far 
will you walk in faith, just because you have seen a little 
light? Look up on Christmas Eve, give thanks and allow you 
mind to wander…I will. 
Merry Christmas! 
Rodney Jared Rudd 

Children’s Day Out & Pre-
Kindergarten 
Wish Tree 

 

Merry Christmas!! 
It is December and Christmas is 
right around the 
corner.  Just outside the CDO/
Pre-K hall we have our “Wish 
Tree”. Our “Wish Tree” is deco-
rated with wishes for our 
school.  We are always in need 
of Play doh, dolls, cars, book, 
tricycles and many 
other things.  Our Three year 
old classes and Pre-
Kindergarten are going Christ-
mas Caroling at “Brookdale Re-
tirement Home” on December 18 
and on December 20 Santa is 
coming to see us. 
             We want to wish every-
one a Very Merry Christmas!! 
 

 

Youth News 
The youth have had a lot going 

on over the past month.  We 

have had two work days, a bake 

sale, packed college care pack-

ages and have been working on our Christmas 

play.  You will have the opportunity to see the 

youth perform “A Perfect Mess” on Sunday, De-

cember 16th at 10:30 am.  In this lighthearted play, 

a young girl pulls her family together on Christmas 

Eve to put on an impromptu play.  When the girl 

feels the play turned into a disaster, her dad re-

minds her of how messy the first Christmas was, 

but that God uses messes to do amazing things.  

We will also hear Christmas songs from our Kids 

LIFE and Children’s Day Out children on that Sun-

day.  Then on Sunday, December 23, our youth will 

have a Christmas bake sale and give you the op-

portunity to purchase sweet treats for all of your 

Christmas gatherings.  We are super excited about 

the Christmas season and pray that you are too!!! 

Christmas Angels 
Three groups of “Angels” 
 
PINK:   Sunday School Bus & ACROSS 
GREEN: Children of incarcerated parents 
RED:      Nursing home elderly 

Angel Trees are located in the foyer 
Process: 

Choose an angel from the tree. 
Fill out the information on the back side. 
Put the slip of paper in the basket (very important). 
Take your angel home, pray for them and about a 

gift. 
A gift “suggestion / request” is written on the an-

gel. 
Gifts need to be in a gift bag of some sort. 
Gifts MUST be returned to the Church office by 

Sunday, Dec 16th 
Matthew 25:38-40 When did we see you as a stranger 

and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to 
wear?  When did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you? Then the king will reply to them, “I assure you 
that when you have done it for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it 
for me”. 

 

Reminder from Finance… 
The church office will be closed from December 
24,2018 through January 1,2019. If you are plan-
ning to make an end of the year contribution, 
please do so as soon as possible. All donations 
postmarked by December 31, 2018 will be counted 
toward 2018. Thanks! 

Paraments for Advent 
The parament cloths on the communion table, 
pulpit, and Bible along with the stoles worn by 
ordained ministers help us mark the various 
seasons of the Christian Year. The four Sundays 
before Christmas mark the season of Advent. 
Advent marks the beginning of the Christian 
Year, and we use the purple cloths to represent 
the Royalty of Christ. Other churches sometimes 
use violet, rose, or blue paraments for this sea-
son. The first Sunday of Advent this year is 
Communion Sunday, and the cloths will be 
white. On Christmas Eve the cloths will be 
white until Epiphany on January 7th. The colors 
will then change to green.  
 

Luke 2: 10-14 
 
 
10 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I 
bring good news to you—wonderful, joy-
ous news for all people. 11 Your savior is 
born today in David’s city. He is Christ the 
Lord. 12 This is a sign for you: you will find a 
newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in 
a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great assembly of 
the heavenly forces was with the angel 
praising God. They said, 14 “Glory to God in 
heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors.”  


