
 

In my article this month I want to share the bulk of a blog written by our Bishop, Michael Lowry, on January 9, 2018. 
In it he asks us to pray about a number of issues facing the United Methodist Church in the next 2½ years. 

I am asking members of the Central Texas Conference, both lay and clergy, and all others who would join us 
to share in a special time for prayer for the future of The United Methodist Church. 

For over forty years the United Methodist Church has wrestled deeply with how to best respond and be in 
ministry with our brothers and sisters who identify as LGBTQI. More specifically, The United Methodist 
Church finds itself in a deep crisis over whether our clergy should be allowed to preside at same-gender 
weddings and whether “self-avowed practicing homosexuals” (The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church, Paragraph 304.3) will be eligible for ordination as Deacons and Elders in The United 
Methodist Church. Currently neither practice is allowed by the Church’s Discipline (church law). 

At the 2016 General Conference in Portland, Oregon, The United Methodist Church was on the edge of 
schismatic division over this issue. At the request of the General Conference the Council of Bishops (COB) of 
The United Methodist Church established a Commission on the Way Forward to bring a report to the a 
special called General Conference in February of 2019. While this Commission has been meeting, a number 
of Annual Conferences in the United States have declared their intention (and taken action upon that 
intention) to refuse to uphold church law as a matter of conscience. The COB has a special called meeting in 
late February of this year to consider a preliminary draft of the Commission’s report. In its regular meeting 
in May, the COB will consider the final recommendations of the Commission. 

As a part of this larger work, the Council of Bishops have asked we as a people of faith be in prayer together 
over this potentially denominationally dividing issue. Accordingly, “The Central Texas Conference has been 
invited by the Council of Bishops to pray for the Commission on a Way Forward from Jan. 28 to Feb 3, 2018. 
(All other Conferences across the world are also asked to be in prayer over this matter.) You and your local 
church are invited to join in this important opportunity. 

The Council of Bishops has asked each Annual Conference to commit to a week of intentional and fervent 
prayer for the Commission on the Way Forward. The appointed week for the Central Texas Conference 
to pray our way forward is Jan. 28 – Feb. 3. I have signed up to be in prayer on Tuesday morning at 7:00 
a.m. on January 29th. I both invite and encourage every organization associated with the CTC – each local 
church, every district office and center of the CTCSC, all Wesley Foundations, extension ministries, UMWs, 
UMMs, etc. – to claim at least one 15-minute period and devote themselves to prayer. 

Our prayer ministry team has signed up to pray as a group on Wednesday, January 31 from noon to 12:15 pm. I would 
like to ask each of you to fervently pray for God’s direction and guidance as we look to the future of the Kingdom and 
our part in it as Methodists. 

 

See You Sunday                     Steve 

[Steve's Space for January 16, 2018] 

 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward

