
 
 

Genesis 4:8-9 (NIV)  
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, 

Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your 

brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?"  

 

If there was ever a doubt in our minds about the presence of Evil in the world, the 

shooting Sunday at Sutherland Springs Baptist Church should give us pause. It has become too 

commonplace for us to hear the news of another mass killing somewhere in the world. Between 

the terrorists, the mentally deranged, those addicted to drugs, and the greed that pushes people to 

harm, enslave, kill and maim everyone and everything that gets in their way, we don’t have to 

look far to see the face of evil around us. Evil was present in the Garden of Eden and it has never 

gone away or even taken a vacation.  

Our hearts ache for those who have been killed and/or affected by these senseless, sinful 

acts that destroy lives and cause unspeakable suffering for the survivors. We would love to be 

able to turn back the clock and undo these horrific acts, but that is not an option. When God gave 



humankind the responsibility and freedom to make our own choices it was inevitable that some 

would choose evil rather than good. If God stopped every bad decision before it happened, we 

wouldn’t truly be free to love God and love others. We would only be responding to our original 

programming. 

The prophet Jeremiah brought this troubling reality to the Lord in chapter 12:1 (NIV) 

“You are always righteous, O LORD, when I bring a case before you. Yet I would speak with 

you about your justice: Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the faithless live at 

ease?” 

God’s response throughout scripture is that evildoers will eventually be brought to 

justice. In due time God’s judgment will fall on those who choose and perpetrate evil in this 

world. Until that time we, like Paul, put our faith and trust in God: “For we know that when this 

earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will 

have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands.” 2 

Corinthians 5:1 (NLT)  

Please pray for Sutherland Springs and all who suffer at the hands of the evil in our 

world. Maranatha: Lord, return quickly! Amen. 

See you Sunday! 

Steve 


