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With Jesus...a Lenten Journey 

We continue through March on our Lenten journey.  Our Ash Wednesday service had to be online due to 

inclement weather.  Hopefully everyone experienced a time of renewal and recommitment. 

Our Lenten Bible study continues on Sunday evenings at 6:00pm on Zoom.  You are free to join it at any 

time during Lent.  All you need is a Bible! 

Our Lenten mission focus is for us to bring boxes of cereal or granola bars, or individually wrapped packs 

of crackers for the school nurses to have in their clinics.  The school nurse is often the first line of interven-

tion for children who are stressed by life at home, who are hungry, or who need a little tender loving care.  

Having these healthy snacks in the clinic is helpful for the school nurse to share God’s grace with an upset 

child. 

In the first sermon of Lent we made a commitment to walk with Jesus on his way to Jerusalem, on his way 

to the cross. We continue our Lenten sermon series this week as we continue to journey with Jesus—at 

the banquet, hearing the parables, near Jericho, right on up to Palm Sunday and Easter.  Jesus’ face, his 

whole being, was focused on Jerusalem and what awaited him there.  We will not let him travel alone! 

John Wesley’s View on Money:  Make all you can.  Save all you can.  Give all you can.  

John Wesley reminded people that we are called to use any money we have for serving God and      helping 

others!  Wesley believed in taking care of your family. Wesley bought only necessities in life. He died after 

giving away 99.7% of all he had ever earned.   



General Conference of the UMC 

The 2020 General Conference was postponed 

last May due to the global pandemic and was 

re-scheduled to convene in late August 2021 

in Minneapolis, MN.  On February 25, the 

Commission on General Conference an-

nounced that the General Conference will be 

postponed again until August 29, 2022 due to 

the pandemic.  

The Council of Bishops of the United Methodist 

Church has opted to call a special General 

Conference in May 2021 for the purpose of vot-

ing on a suspension of the rules so that 12 ad-

ministrative proposals can be voted on by mail-

in ballots.  The proposals are intended to help 

the denomination function until the full General 

Conference can be held.    

Meanwhile, the 2016 Book of Discipline        

remains in effect. 

Opportunities for Discipleship:  

Sunday:  

Worship— 11:00 AM  

Opportunities for Ministry  

EVERY DAY  

Seven Loaves East:  

Saturday, March 20th 8:00—10:30 AM 

Setup: Friday, March 19th 2:00 PM  

Pastor Dretha’s Ponderings... 

Can you believe that we have been together 2 months 

now as pastor and church!  How blessed am I! 

I continue to be so impressed by the heart of this 

church, the way you care about each other, the way 

you care about our neighbors.  I am grateful that a 

little over 70% of our membership has participated in 

worship in January and February either in person, in 

the parking lot, or online.  I am looking forward to the 

day when I can meet all of you face to face! 

The Lenten season gives us such a wonderful         

opportunity to have some special time with each other 

in worship and Bible study, but even more to have 

special time with Jesus.  What spiritual disciplines do 

you find most helpful to be in relationship with 

Christ—Bible reading, prayer, fasting, worship?  I en-

courage you to give Jesus, and yourself, the gift of 

focused time. 

I am so excited about our future together with Jesus! 

Speak grace, show grace, share grace! 

Dretha 

PRAYER LIST:  
Sherry Johnson           
Candy Zube                                 
Gene and Linda Jangula            
June and Logan Graham             
Bill and Joanne Arnold                                         
David Hawkins                                      
Davian Ward                            
Frank Reynolds                                         
Joyce Caldwell                               
Jim Christian                                                 
Our schools                                  

Seven Loaves East           
Healthcare workers                   
Police and Fire Departments      
America and its leaders          
World Peace     

Beautiful quilt to honor Jeff Graham, Collin County Deputy.   

Thanks to Debbie Piekarski! 

 

MISSIONS AT COMMUNITY UMC 

 

• Seven Loaves East Food Pantry distribution had to be 

delayed one week due to the inclement weather.  Food 

was packaged for 48 families in February. 

• From the counselors at McClendon Elementary School 

for the goody bag of chocolates from Community UMC 

for Counselors’ Week: “We just wanted to tell you 

THANK YOU so much for thinking of us during School 

Counselors” Week. It means a lot to us that you guys 

support us.  We enjoyed all the chocolate!!  -  Piper     

Seawright and Kylie Robinson” 

• Now collecting individually wrapped packs of crackers 

and granola bars for the school clinics. 


