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January 2021 
Welcome the New Year! 

 

Romans 6:4 says, “Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  So what 

does that mean? 

In this letter to the church at Rome, Paul was sharing with them that our faith in Christ, our baptism, our 

reconciliation to God through Christ brings newness to our lives.  Paul explained to the people that we walk 

by faith, not by sight.  We stay close to Christ! 

The year 2020 was filled with so many challenges.  Even here in the new year, we are still dealing with the 

impact of a pandemic.  So how do we live, how do we walk in the newness of life right now? We follow the 

instructions of Paul—we live by faith, we stay close to Christ. 

Several years ago, Bill and Gloria Gaither wrote a wonderful song, “Because He Lives.” 

God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus 

He came to love, heal and forgive 

He lived and died to buy my pardon 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives, all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth the living 

Just because He lives. 

 

Isn’t this still the truth?!  Because Jesus lives, we can face ANYTHING!  Because Jesus lives, because 

Jesus holds our future, our lives are worth the living! 



Sneak Preview of Lent 

Can you believe that Ash Wednesday is  

coming soon! February 17th! 

Our Lenten focus this year will be on walking 

with Jesus the way Jesus walks with us.  The 

sermon series will be called, “With Jesus.” 

We will offer a Lenten Bible study based on 

the book, “With Jesus in the Upper Room” 

written by Maxie Dunham, former president of 

Asbury Theological Seminary. 

“With Jesus” will bring into focus the loving 

relationship we have available in Jesus 

Christ.  We will allow Jesus’ own words to 

sink into our very spirits.  We will allow Jesus 

to speak directly to us.  We will not only listen 

to Jesus, but we will love deeper and      

stronger. 

Be ready to be With Jesus! 

Opportunities for Discipleship:  

Sunday:  

Worship— 11:00 AM  

Opportunities for Ministry  

EVERY DAY  

Seven Loaves East:  

Saturday, January 16th 8:30—10:30 AM 

Setup: Friday, January 15th 3:00 PM  

Pastor Dretha’s Ponderings... 

A whole week!  I’ve now been with you at Community 

United Methodist Church for a little over one week.  

What a joy! 

Please let me know of a time that we can meet face to 

face, or on the phone, or on Zoom so that I can get to 

know you better, one family at a time.  I really wish 

that we could just return to large group gatherings, 

and we will one day! 

What do I want to know from you?  Really I would 

love it if you would answer these questions for me… 

1. What do you love about Community UMC? 

2. How does Community UMC make a difference? 

3. What do you think would make the church even 

better, stronger? 

As we move forward into 2021 as a church family, as 

a community of faith, I pray that we can continue to 

grow and learn as we serve Christ together!  

Speak grace, show grace, share grace! 

Dretha 

PRAYER LIST:  
Sherry Johnson  
Debbie Piekarski 
Candy Zube  
Evelyn Towner  
Gene and Linda Jangula 
Kathy Wingo 
Bill and Joanne Arnold 
Jeff and Melanie Graham 
June and Logan Graham 
David Hawkins 
 

Unspoken Prayer-
 Needs  
The United Methodist 
Church 
Seven Loaves East- 
 Food Pantry 
Our schools 
Police & Fire Departments  
Our Nation and its leaders 
World Peace         

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 113:3 - From the rising of the sun to 

its setting, the name of the Lord is to be 

praised!  

Come, let us praise the Lord!   

MISSIONS AT COMMUNITY UMC 

 

• Dr. Roosevelt Nivens sent a gracious thank you to the 

church for helping the children of Community ISD 

through the Christmas Angel mission project, and 

through 7 Loaves East.  Pastor Dretha will be able to 

meet Dr. Nivens at the local pastoral alliance luncheon 

in January. 

• The church voted to donate the remaining $270 from 

the Christmas Angel mission to the Linus Project so 

that quilts can be made to bless the lives of others.  

What a wonderful thought to picture people covered in 

love and prayers by one of these quilts. 


