
What happened on the day of Pentecost? 

Was it the gift of tongues? 

Acts 2:1-4 

1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Acts chapter 2 records the beginning of the Christian Church.  It was at the feast of 

Pentecost that God poured out his Spirit.  We read of this event and those who received 

the Spirit began to speak in tongues (languages) as the Spirit moved on them. 

Acts 2:5-8 

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven. 

6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 

7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all 
these which speak Galilaeans? 

8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 

After God poured out His Spirit to the 120 (Acts 1:15) in an upper room in Jerusalem, 

the news of this event spread throughout Jerusalem.  As it was the feast of Pentecost 

there were Jews from every nation in the city.  They began to question how they were 

hearing these people from Galilee speak in their language from their nation. 

 

 

 

 



Acts 2:12-21 

12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth 
this? 

13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken 

to my words: 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy: 

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and 
fire, and vapour of smoke: 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 
notable day of the Lord come: 

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 

We find the onlookers were confused by this this event.  Some even chalked this up to 

the ones from Galilee being drunk.  However, Peter stood up among them and gave the 

first sermon of the Christian Church.  He quoted Joel 2:28-32 in the prophecy of God 

pouring out His Spirit.  Peter continues His sermon explaining how Jesus is the 

Messiah.  Nowhere does he refer to any gift of the Spirit, but rather the infilling of the 

Spirit. 

Acts 2:36-39 

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 



38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the LORD our God shall call. 

In preaching this sermon, Peter tells the listeners they had crucified their Messiah (36).  

When they heard this, they ask Peter what can they do to get right with God (37)?  

Peter responds they must repent, be baptized in Jesus name and be filled with the gift 

of the Holy Ghost (38).  And this promise is for them and everyone there after (39). 

Let us look back and see why the 120 were in Jerusalem in the first place.   

Luke 24:49-53 

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 

50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them. 

51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up 
into heaven. 

52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 

53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

After Jesus was resurrected, we read that he told His followers he would be sending the 

promise of the Father upon them, but they needed to wait in Jerusalem until they 

received the “power from on high”.  His followers returned to Jerusalem and were 

continually in the temple praising and blessing God.  The answer to why they were in 

Jerusalem is they were waiting for the Promise of the Father as Jesus had commanded 

them. 

Acts 1:4-11 

4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have 

heard of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 



7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. 

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 

the uttermost part of the earth. 

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight. 

Luke is the author of the book of Luke and Acts.  These two books were written to 
Theophilus.  The beginning of Acts 1 we find Luke summarizing his closing of the book 
of Luke to Theophilus.  In this summary he reiterates “the promise of the Father” they 
are to wait for is the infilling of the Holy Ghost. 

The 120 were in Jerusalem as Jesus told them to wait until they received the promise of 
the Father, which is the Holy Ghost.  In Acts 2 we read of those 120 receiving the Holy 
Ghost.  When they received the Spirit of God, they spoke in tongues (languages 
unknown to the speaker), which in turn created questions from many who heard about 
this phenomenom.  In response, Peter told them it was the promised outpouring of 
God’s Spirit from Joel.  He told them this promise, the promise of the Father, was 
available to them. 

Now, some will say this event was the gift of tongues.  We read about the gift of tongues 
in the Epistles. Paul instructs the Church of Corinth on the proper operation of the gifts 
of the Spirit, one of the gifts is the gift of tongues.   

I Corinthians 12:7-11 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge 
by the same Spirit; 

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 

10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of 
spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally 
as he will. 

When Paul lists the various manifestations of the Spirit, he explains they call come by 

the same Spirit.  Hence, it is through the Spirit of God any of these manifestations 

happen.   



Paul, in chapter 14 of I Corinthians explains further how tongues should properly be 

administered: 

I Corinthians 14:27-28 

27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and 
that by course; and let one interpret. 

28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to 
himself, and to God. 

Paul, speaking in regards of the gift of tongues states it should only be done by two or 
at the most three people and must be followed by an interpretation.  This brings us back 
to the day of Pentecost.  There were 120 in this upper room and all began to speak with 
tongues as the Spirit moved upon them.  This is in violation of the teaching of Paul in 
how tongues should be manifested.   

Also, tongues should be followed by an interpreter, otherwise they should keep silent.  
The reason there must be an interpreter is so there is understanding to what is said and 
not confusion.  Obviously, when we read of God pouring out His Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost the onlookers were confused and did not understand what was going on.  If 
this were the gift tongues followed by an interpretation, there would not have been 
confusion. 

Another note, some say God used the different languages on the day of Pentecost so 
the disciples could preach to all the different nations which were present.  If this was the 
case, there also should not have been confusion, yet we find them wondering what is 
happening and even some shrugging this off as them being drunk. 

Let us look at other instances in the book of Acts where tongues are mentioned. 

Acts 10:44-48 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word. 

45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we? 

And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.  Then prayed they 
him to tarry certain days. 



When the Gentiles received the Holy Ghost while Peter was speaking, they did not have 

an interpreter.  Again, this would be in violation of how the gifts of the Spirit are to be 

administered. 

However, once they (Peter and Jews present) heard the Gentiles speak with tongues, 

they used this as a sign for receiving the Holy Ghost, just as they had on the day of 

Pentecost. 

Acts 19:1-7 

1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through 
the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 
baptism. 

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 

Jesus. 

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they 
spake with tongues, and prophesied. 

7 And all the men were about twelve. 

Paul, while in Ephesus, came upon some followers of John the Baptist.  His first 

question to them was whether they had received the Holy Ghost.  They responded by 

saying they had not heard of this, to which Paul further explained baptism and the 

infilling of the Holy Ghost.  When Paul prayed for them, they received the Holy Ghost 

and spoke in tongues.  It mentions the number of people were about twelve.   

Paul, who had instructed the Corinthian Church on proper usage of the Gifts of the Spirit 

and in particular tongues and interpretation did not correct the ones here.  Rather, they 

spoke in tongues with no interpreter and then with more than 2 or 3 people. 

What is the reasoning?  Simply, the gift of tongues was not used in Acts chapters 2, 10, 

or 19.  Rather, tongues is the initial evidence of one receiving God’s Spirit.  After the 

Spirit is received, then can the gift of the Spirit be in operation. 

When first Corinthians 12 uses the word “gifts” is the Greek word charismata, the plural 

of charisma.  However, in the book of Acts, the word “gift” in relation to the gift of the 

Holy Ghost is the Greek word dorea.  In knowing there are different words used, it is 



easy to understand the difference between each gift.  The gift of the Holy Ghost is the 

infilling of God’s Spirit whereas the gifts of the Spirit are the manifestation of the spirit 

after the Spirit is received. 

Paul, nor any other Apostle in the book of Acts provided correction or instruction when 

people received the gift of the Holy Ghost.  What we see in the book of Acts in relation 

to speaking in tongues is it is the initial evidence of receiving the Gift (dorea) of the Holy 

Ghost.  Whereas, in Corinthians, a letter to a Church which has already received the 

Gift (dorea) of the Holy Ghost, is corrected/instructed on the proper usage of the gifts 

(charismata) of the Spirit. 


