
 

 

 

 

Genesis 45:7-8, “But God sent me ahead of 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth 
and to save your lives by a great              
deliverance. So then, it was not you who 
sent me here, but God.”  
 Despite their best efforts to get rid of 
their brother, it was their brother who saved 
their lives. Isn’t that ironic? The one they had 
tried to get rid of saved their lives! Peter       
denied Jesus, but Jesus ultimately saved     
Peter. Peter’s disobedience couldn’t thwart 
God’s plan of salvation. Joseph’s brothers’ evil   
couldn’t thwart God’s plan of salvation. They 
didn’t understand their role in the larger       
picture. 

God pushes ahead despite our best   
efforts to the contrary. God’s plan will be      
activated no matter what. God had made a 
covenant with Abraham, and the actions of a 
few renegade brothers blinded by the rage of 
sibling rivalry would not stop it. God sees the 
whole picture, where we only manage to see a 
small fraction of it. 

 
To God be the glory,  

 Pastor Ben 

 Seeing the bigger picture whilst in the 
midst of pain is never easy, always hard. 
Some of the greatest wisdom in scripture 
comes from people being able to “see” a     
bigger picture in the midst of brokenness.    
Joseph was a man such as this. In Genesis, 
chapters 37-45, we read how disliked he was 
by his brothers and how they sold him into the 
slave trade to get rid of him. Through ups and 
downs over twenty-two years he was able to 
see that his struggles were being used for a 
much bigger purpose. That purpose was part 
of God’s covenant with His people.  
 How often are we clueless to what is 
really on going? Think of how we watch our 
favorite sports team play and wonder why a 
coach makes a certain move until we see the 
result. Hindsight is always twenty-twenty.     
Joseph’s brothers perpetrated a horrific evil, 
but that wasn’t the end of the story. God has a 
way of busting through at just the right time so 
that everything would work out the way God 
intends. Now, working out the “right way” 
doesn’t always mean it is what we want       
because God often wants different things than 
we do. 
 The evil that Joseph’s brother           
perpetrated against him could not stand in the 
way of God’s plan to preserve His people and 
the covenant with them. The brothers did not 
set out to thwart God’s plan, they were merely 
trying to get rid of their annoying little brother. 
But the evil that they did preserved God’s plan. 
Joseph acknowledges this when he says in 
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Summer’s Here! 

 

July Birthdays 
1—Charlotte Toke 
2—Tony Ball 
4—Bailey Dannemiller 
4—Mary Rubin 
5—Dorothy Harden 
5—Lois Tysseling 
6—Christy Ridgley 
11—Sarah English 
11—Carol Hayward 
12—Max Magnuson 
14—Sharon Smith 
14—Muffy Williams 
15—Jim Kerr 
15—Ted Martin 
16—Helen Jernigan 
17—Vandria Permadhy 
18—Nevaeh Kuck 
19—Sue Nygren 
21—Sandy Johnson 
22—Vicki Bennett 
23—Larry Johnson 
23—Lee Mason 
24—Julie Hyink 
24—Ginny Studer 
24—Taylor Woodland 
25—Russ Mathias 
25—Mason Ruenes 
28—James Duff 
29—Roger Hodge 
29—Bryce Murray 
30—Harry Tokle 
31—Lin Baer 
31—Amanda Harrison 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Birthdays 
3—Uranus Albert 
3—Barb Teramoto 
3—Jake Tokle 
4—Sue Christie 
4—Elaine Crawford 
4—Roz James 
4—Ruth Mock 
8—Phil Hyink 
8—Roy Ruth 
9—Olan Webb 
10—Lou Vasquez 
11—Bill Parker 
12—Bernetha Crawford 
12—Brian Johnson 
13—Rev. Joseph Doh 
12—Martha Donley 
12—Marcia Droz 
14—Clint Erickson 
14—Laura Griffin 
14—Ruth Lemons 
15—Keith Downs 
16—Jean Alexander 
18—Dutch Ball 
18—Carol Woolsey 
19—Diane Windish 
21—Sharon Cadwell 
21– Wayne Woodland 
22—Stewart Lang 
22—Alan Toke 
26—Joe Studer 
27—Heidi Miller 
27—Charlotte Wood 
27—Alice Taylor 
29—Joe Gross 
29—Ken Hyink 
29—Martha Pearson 
30—Geneva Seller 
 
 

STEPHEN  
MINISTRIES  

by the NUMBERS 
 

Church of the Master is pleased to be  
one of the more than 

12,000 churches 
worldwide that provides more than 4,000,000 hours 

of Stephen Ministry care each year. 
Our team of 11 Stephen Ministers  

can provide close to 
1,000 hours 

of one-to-one Christ-centered care each year  
to those who are hurting.  

Later this year, our Stephen Leader team  
will grow from 

3 to 4 
With God’s blessing, we will have at least  

20  
Stephen Ministers caring for others  

by the end of 2018. 
Our 10-week Stephen Minister Training 
begins Oct 4! Can we count on you as 

1 
who will join us? 

 

“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.” Matt. 25:40 

 
Call the church office at 480-985-1660. Or contact a 
Stephen Leader: Sue Christie 630-202-6366, Susan 
Johnson 480-510-8580, Lee Mason 480-834-4587. 

Come One!  Come All! 
Adult  Vacation  Bible  School 

Join us Thursdays, July 5, 12, 19 & 26 
                            11:00AM—1:00PM 

Lunch, Bible lesson, program, dessert & Fun! 
 

 Tickets: $20 in advance for all 4 weeks or $6 weekly; includes lunch. 



 

 

“For God so loved the world  

that He gave His only begotten Son,  
That whoever believes in Him  

Should not perish but have everlasting Life.” -John 3:16 
 

 It was just a twig with a fluff of a leaf sticking out of the very top. I had planted 
in the  backyard and everyone kept telling me it was dead, looked silly and should be 
cut down. To which I would run out and check and seeing a little green, I refused to give 
up on it. This little twig, in spite of everyone’s complaints, grew into a beautiful fragrant   
Mimosa tree and would one day be the scene where heaven would touch earth in a 
very special way. God had a plan and an appointment under this very tree one day. I 
had no idea.  
 My dad came to visit me in the summer of 1975. We sat in the yard under my 
Mimosa, for now the tree had grown large enough to sit under. My dad claimed to be an  
atheist and I, being a new Christian, had pretty much annoyed all my friends and family 
with my newly discovered faith (especially my dad.)  I kept the conversation rather light 
this day not wanting to offend him anymore. So it came as quite a surprise to me when 
he interrupted me and said, “Is it too late for me to turn to God?” I was shocked. It was 
just so out of the blue. Just like that. I paused for a moment and I said, “No, dad. It’s not 
too late. Wait here a moment.” I ran to the house to get my bible. Back under the       
Mimosa I opened it up to the story of the prodigal son. He listened to every word and 
when I looked up from reading, he had tears in his eyes. 
 I went on to explain how  the father in this story longed for his son to return 
home. He would go out day after day, looking up the road, thinking, this might be the 
day. He grieved over his son’s absence, I said, “Dad, you are that son. The father in 
this story is God. He is calling you to come home.”  
 I never saw my father again. He died that October. I was devastated. I mean, I 
didn’t even know he was sick. I wept bitterly. I just needed to know  where he was. I 
could not be comforted. I prayed that God would somehow let me know if my dad was 
safely home. If he had come to know Christ. I just had to know. 
 After the funeral, my mother came to stay with me for a while. We were       
remembering dad, and working through the grief in our hearts, when my mother said 
something that would change things forever. 
  She had a puzzled look on her face when she  said, “You know, your dad was 
so different after his last visit here.” I stopped in my tracks. Carefully, hesitantly I asked, 
“What do you mean, mom.” I could feel my heart beating just a bit faster as I waited for 
her answer. “Well,” she continued, “He just had…I don’t know, like…like a peace about 
him that he never had before. He woke up smiling every day. He was even listening to 
preachers. He was different.” 
 It was at that moment I knew. My dad was safely home and I would see him 
again. God had answered my prayers and gave me the precious gift of hope. What a 
loving thing for Him to do. What comfort it gave me.  
 Maybe there is someone in your family, maybe it is a friend, someone you 
deeply love, and you pray and pray, and they just never seem to have interest in the 
things of God. In fact some go so far as to head down the road of destruction seemingly 
on purpose. You wonder, is there any hope? You can be sure the Holy Spirit is at work. 
Lovingly, pursuing those who are lost. Yes, there is hope. “For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved.” John 3:17  
 In the meantime, continue to share with people the wonderful news about    
Jesus. Be ready to give an answer for the faith that lives within you. There will be many 
surprises to come and many miracles unfolding as God reaches out to redeem His    
people one by one. Praise His name forever! 
 
Peace and joy to everyone, 
Fran Bear 

 

Chancel  
Guild  
Update 

In 2017 Chancel Guild received 
a bequest from a former COTM 
member, Mabel Larson with 
f u n d s  f o r  S a n c t u a r y            
enhancement. Last year we 
purchased new choir robes, 
new hearing assistance         
receivers, and made a major 
up-grade to the video projection 
system.  
 
In 2018 Chancel Guild        
purchased the bells needed to 
complete our sets for Bells of 
the Master. And, as you can 
see, we have re-upholstered all 
of our 30-year old pews. We 
hope you are enjoying our    
purchases, and we know that 
“God had a big hand” in our   
selections. 
  
Mabel Larson made these    
projects possible and we are 
very grateful for her generous 
bequest. “Thank you again,    
Mabel!” 

FINANCE INFO 
 You can always...mail in your     

Offering while on vacation or gone 
for the summer months; or have 
your offering deducted directly from 
your bank account to COTM, 

 ...make a Pledge for 2018. Pledge 
cards are available in the church 
office or in the Sanctuary narthex. 

 Also, if you need Offering          
Envelopes, but don’t have any, 
please call the church office:     
(480) 985-1660. 

 And last, but not least, the           
Per Capita is $34/member or  
$68/couple and can                       
be submitted at any                      
time to the church                        
office. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We Exist to KNOW Christ, 

to GROW in Christ. 
and to GO serve Christ in the World. 

  

Deadline:  
for all Newsletter Articles:  

is the 15th of each month 
(NO EXCEPTIONS!) 

Submit all articles to: Nicolette Freni  
secretary@cotmmesa.org 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Coffee! 
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SUNDAY SERVICES: 
9AM-Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 Nursery Care is available  
11AM-Ekklesia: Modern Worship  
          (the Kirk) 
 Children/Youth Sunday School  
 Nursery Care is available 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 
 
 

It’s that Time of Year Again! 
 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL  
SUPPLIES  
ARE NEEDED! 
Help Taft Elementary  
School with the  
following items: 
 Backpacks 
 Glue sticks 
 Pencils 
 Washable markers 
 Dry erase markers 
 Children's scissors 
 Colored pencils 
 Monetary donations are 
 also appreciated 
Bring to church by this 
deadline: August 5th! 


