
 

 
Prelude    “God of All Grace”       Nathan Arch, organ 
     Arr. Richard Warner 
                                  
Welcome & Invocation         The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller  
  
Call to Worship   (Responsively)       
Pastor: On July 4, 1776, our forefathers bravely advanced the cause of freedom 
  and liberty by declaring this nation's independence and sovereignty and 
  that all her citizens possessed the unalienable rights of life, liberty and the 
  pursuit of happiness given by our Creator. It is appropriate therefore as we 
  celebrate our nation's 244th birthday that we give thanks to that Creator 
  for our liberties and pray for continued blessings upon our country, our 
  government and our fellow citizens . . . The earth is the Lord's, 
People: And all who dwell in it. 
Pastor: God is king over the nations: 
People:  God sits on his holy throne. 
Pastor:  He rules by his might forever. 
People:  His eyes keep watch on the nations. 
Pastor:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
People:  For God judges the peoples with equity  
  and guides the nations upon earth. 
Pastor:  O Lord, be gracious to us and bless us, 
People:  And make your face to shine upon us. 
Pastor:  May your ways be known upon the earth, 
People:  Your saving power among all peoples. 
Pastor:  Lord of the nations, guide our people by your Spirit to go forward in justice 
  and freedom. Give us what outward prosperity may be your will, but above 
  all things, give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name 
  and blessings to all peoples; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  (LBW 153) 
People:  Amen.  

 



Opening Hymn          “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”                    #564 
  

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 
 

2. O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 

Across the wilderness! 
America! America!  God mend thine every flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 

 
3. O beautiful for heroes proved 

In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, 

And mercy more than life! 
America! America! May God thy gold refine 

Till all success be nobleness 
And every gain divine. 

 
4. O beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, 
Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 
 

Confession of Sin   (in Unison)                                     
We search for a way that is faithful to your vision, O God. Into our uncertainty, 
into our lack of resolution, you breathe confidence. We search for a way that is 
faithful to the Way of Jesus, O God. Into our lack of trust, into our half-hearted 
discipleship, you breathe faithfulness. We search for a way that secures us 
when we feel afraid, O God. Into our moments of darkness, into our  
discouragement and fear, you breathe reassurance. We search for a way that 
gives us fulfillment in church, O God. Into our loneliness, into our hope that we 
can make it on our own, you breathe the joy of friendship. We search for a way 
that makes a difference in the world, O God. Into our frustration of “What can 
one person do?” you breathe purpose and small effective actions. 
 



Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
                     (A moment to reflect on God’s goodness.)  
 
Assurance of Pardon   (Responsively)           
Pastor:  God’s grace bursts into our lives as the very salvation of God.  
  I declare in the name of Christ Jesus, we are forgiven. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Passing of the Peace   (Responsively)                   
Pastor:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 
 
Special Music   “God Bless the USA”                 Stephen R. Willis, guitar 
     By Lee Greenwood 
 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   (in Unison)     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever, Amen. 
             
Hymn          “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”            #562  

 
1. Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
Who bade the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep: 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea.  
 

2. O Savior, whose almighty word 
The wind and waves submissive heard, 

Who walked upon the foaming deep, 
And calm amid its rage did sleep: 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea. 
 

3. O Holy Spirit, who did brood 
Upon the chaos wild and rude, 

And bade its angry tumult cease, 
And gave, for fierce confusion, peace: 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
(Continued on next page…) 



4. O Trinity of love and power, 
All travelers guard in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 

Glad praise from air and land and sea. 
 
Special Music  “Battle Hymn of the Republic”                    
    By Peter Wilhousky 

Quartet: Vicki Giardina, Karen Hubbard-Leverton,  
Ben Seller and Wayne Woodland 

 
Scripture   Jeremiah 32:36-41            Old Testament (p.646; LP p.1233) 
 
Sermon      This Covenant Stuff               The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
Closing Hymn          “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”             #561   

      
1. My country, ’tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 
From every mountainside, Let freedom ring. 

 
2. My native country, thee, Land of the noble free, Thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills; 
My heart with rapture thrills, Like that above. 

 
3. Let music swell the breeze, And ring from all the trees, Sweet freedom’s song; 

Let mortal tongues awake; Let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break, The sound prolong. 

 
4. Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright With freedom’s holy light; 
Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King. 

 
Benediction                           The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        
 
Postlude   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”       Nathan Arch, piano 
        Arr. Mark Hayes   
 
 
    

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


