
 

 

Prelude   Toccata in D minor, BWV 538 “Dorian”     Nathan Arch, organ 
    J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
                                  
Welcome & Invocation         The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller  
  
Call to Worship   (Responsively)             (from Psalm 100) 
Pastor:

   
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

People:  Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. 
Pastor: 

  
Know that the Lord is God. It is He who made us, and we are His; 

      We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
People:

   
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 

Pastor:  Give thanks to Him and praise His name. 
All: 

   
For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; 

      His faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 

Opening Hymn   “The God of Abraham Praise”                                   #488  
 

1. The God of Abraham praise,  
Who reigns enthroned above; 
The ancient of eternal days,  

The God of Love! 
The Lord, the great I Am, 

By earth and heaven confessed, 
We bow before Your holy name,  

Forever blest. 
 

2. Your spirit still flows free,  
High surging where it will; 

In prophet's word You spoke of old  
And You speak still. 

Established is Your law,  
And changeless it shall stand, 

Deep writ upon the human heart,  
On sea, or land. 

 
(Continued on next page…) 



3. You have eternal life  
Implanted in the soul; 

Your love shall be our strength and stay,  
While ages roll. 

We praise You, living God!  
We praise Your holy name;  

The first, the last, beyond all thought,  
And still the same! 

 
Confession of Sin   (in Unison)                                     
Eternal and Merciful God,  
 You have loved us with a love beyond our understanding,  
 and You have set us on paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake;  
Yet, we have strayed from Your way;  
 we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  
 through what we have done and what we have left undone,  
 and we have wandered from Your pathway.  
As we remember the cleansing water of baptism, O God,  
 we praise You and give You thanks that You forgive us yet again.  
Grant us now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin,  
 and to rise daily to new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with You,  
 and in whose strong name we pray. Amen.  
Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
 
Assurance of Pardon   (Responsively)           
Pastor:  Friends, let our confession of sin wash over us like a baptism.  
People:  Thanks be to God for the waters of repentance.    
 
Passing of the Peace   (Responsively)                   
Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 
 
Special Music    “Here I Am Lord”        Stephen R. Willis, guitar 
      by Dan Schutte 
              
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   (in Unison)             
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever,  
Amen.   



Hymn   “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”                    #422 
 

1. God, whose giving knows no ending, 

from Your rich and endless store: 

nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 

costly cross, grave's shattered door; 

gifted by You, we turn to You, 

offering up ourselves in praise; 

thankful song shall rise forever, 

gracious donor of our days. 

 

2. Skills and time are ours for pressing 

toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 

all at peace in health and freedom, 

races joined, the church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, 

lest we strive for self alone; 

born with talents, make us servants 

fit to answer at Your throne. 

 

3. Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 

gain through powers Your grace conferred; 

ours to use for home and kindred, 

and to spread the gospel word. 

Open wide our hands, in sharing, 

as we heed Christ's ageless call, 

healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 

serving You by loving all. 

 

Special Music  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”                    

    Arr. By Donald Moore 

Quartet: Vicki Giardina, Karen Hubbard-Leverton,  

Ben Seller and Wayne Woodland 

 

Scripture   John 3:22-36         New Testament (p.862; LP p.1651-1652) 
 
Sermon      Your Job is to Point              The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
 



Closing Hymn         “O Christ, the Great Foundation”                    #443  
 

1. O Christ the great foundation  
On which Your people stand 
To preach Your true salvation  

In every age and land: 
Pour out Your Holy Spirit  

To make us strong  and pure, 
To keep  the faith unbroken  
As long as worlds endure. 

 
2. Baptized in one confession,  

One church in all the earth, 
We bear our Lord’s impression,  

The sign of second birth: 
One holy people gathered  
In love beyond our own, 

By grace we were invited,  
By grace we make You known.  

 
3. Where tyrants’ hold is tightened,  

Where strong devour the weak, 
Where innocents are frightened,  

The righteous fear to speak, 
There let Your church awaking  

Attack the powers of sin 
And, all their ramparts breaking,  

With You’re the victory win. 
 

4. This is the moment glorious  
When He who once was dead 

Shall lead His church victorious,  
Their champion and their head. 

The Lord of all creation  
His heavenly kingdom brings, 

The final consummation,  
The glory of all things. 

      
Benediction           The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        
 
Postlude    “Exalt Him with Song”             Nathan Arch, piano 
         Arr. Marilynn Ham      
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