
Prelude    Improvisations #2 & #7       Nathan Arch, piano 
     Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)     
      
Welcome               The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath   The Candle of Love          Bill & Carol Hayward 
           and Francis Chege (9AM) 
              The Suh Family (11AM) 

 
Musical Call to Worship  Away in a Manger       Vicki Giardina 
               Karen Hubbard-Leverton 
                Cheri Goforth 
               Nathan Arch, piano 
 
Call to Worship (Responsively)  
Leader: God of Wonder,  
  We come before you in anticipation of what is to come; 
People: We are excited 
  We are fearful 
  We are relieved 
  We are uncertain 
  In all these emotions, you are here with us. 
Leader: God of No Limits,  
  We give you thanks for the boundless gifts you have given us. 
People: This universe which you have created with its infinite mystery; 
Leader: This earth that sustains us with its resources and beauty; 
People: This created life, with all its relationships, of which we are a part; 
  For all the coming birth of the Christ child, we gather to praise you. 

Welcome to 

Church of the Master 

 

Advent Week #4 
December 20, 2020 



Opening Hymn                 “Joy to the World!”                                 #40 
 

1. Joy to the World! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love.  
 

Confession of Sin (Unison)  
Most High, we sing your praises, for your love endures forever. The Virgin Mary 
bore the ultimate revelation of your divine love, the baby Jesus. And now we 
thank you for the privilege of bearing your love in the world. We confess that 
often we have failed you in this commission. At times, we have questioned this 
call, saying, “How can this be?” Other times, we have failed to offer love out of 
fear of rejection or self-involvement. Send your Holy Spirit upon us. Strengthen 
us and show us where revealing your love can bring new life. Amen. 
 
Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Friends, the God of Wonder has shown his pleasure in his Son. May we 

  know this forgiving grace-filled love.   
Passing of the Peace (Responsively)                   
Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 



Doxology       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                         #592 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Special Music (9AM)  One King          Vicki Giardina 
     Jeff Borders, Gayla Borders      Karen Hubbard-Leverton 
     & Lowell Alexander        Nathan Arch, piano
   
Special Music (11AM)  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen      Vicki Giardina 
     Rend Collective         Stephen Willis
                Nathan Arch, piano 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (in Unison)     
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
Hymn        “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”      #38 

 
1. It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, 

To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
From heaven’s all-gracious King”: 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing. 
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O’er all the weary world: 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

(Continued) 



 
 
 

3. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way 

With painful steps and slow, 
Look now! for glad and golden hours 

Come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road, 

And hear the angels sing. 
 

4. For lo, the days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 
Anthem (9AM)    Angels’ Carol      Voices of the Master 
      John Rutter        Nathan Arch, piano 
 
Scripture   1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13    
 
Sermon      Rediscover Christmas: Week #4 Finding Love 

    The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 

             

Closing Hymn         “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      #31 

 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
(Continued) 

 
 
 



2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise us from the earth, 
Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Benediction                           The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        

 
Postlude    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      Nathan Arch, organ 
     Roger Teichmann (b. 1963) 
 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


