
Prelude        Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus         Nathan Arch, piano 
         Arr. Susan Staples Bell 
           
Welcome               The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  The Candle of Joy    The Cunningham Family (9AM) 
           The Dannemiller Family (11AM) 

 
Musical Call to Worship     “Lord Christ, When First      Kathy Peak, soloist 
(9AM)        You Came to Earth”       Nathan Arch, piano 
 
Call to Worship (Responsively)  
Leader: This is the season of holy waiting. 
People: We wait for the One whose word can set captives free. 
Leader: We wait for the day when our spirits will rejoice to know God’s favor. 
People: We wait while the dawning light appears on the horizon. 
Leader: Come let us walk in the light of God! 
 
Opening Hymn                  “Prepare the Way”                       #13 
 

1. Prepare the way, O Zion, 
Your Christ is drawing near! 

Let every hill and valley 
A level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, 
Foretold in sacred story. 
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Refrain: O blest is Christ that came 
In God’s most holy name. 

 
2. Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion; 

He comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 

And justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, 

For grace and joy abounding. 
 

3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 
Your Savior’s rule embrace. 

And tidings of salvation 
Proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow rejoicing, 
Their adoration voicing. 

 
Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
O promised Christ: 
We are a world at war. 
Our peace depends on your coming. 
We are a sinful people. 
Our pardon depends on your coming. 
We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises; 
our only hope of doing your will is that you should come and help us do it. 
Lord Christ, Word made flesh, 
our world waits for your peace, for your pardon, and for your grace. 
Even so: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
 
Assurance of Pardon (Responsively)          
Leader: Friends, we are on the cusp of something amazing. Jesus’ love is bursting 

  into the world. I declare we are forgiven! 
People: Thanks be to God. 
    
Passing of the Peace (Responsively)                   
Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 
 
Doxology       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                         #592 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 



 
 
Special Music          Ave Maria    Stephen Willis, soloist
             Franz Schubert      Nathan Arch, piano 
            (1797-1828) 
 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)     
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
Hymn          “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”      #48 
 

1. Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung, 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
By faithful prophets sung. 
It came a floweret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

2. Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, 
The rose I have in mind, 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright 
She bore for us a Savior, 

When half spent was the night. 
 

Anthem (9AM)    “Sing We All Noel!”     Voices of the Master 
      Don Besig         Nathan Arch, piano 
       
Scripture   Luke 1:5-25    
 
Sermon      Finding Joy 
    The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn     “Still, Still, Still”        #47 
 

1. Still, still, still, 
He sleeps this night so chill! 

The Virgin’s tender arms enfolding, 
Warm and safe the Child are holding. 

Still, still, still, 
He sleeps this night so chill. 

 
2. Sleep, sleep, sleep, 

He lies in slumber deep 
While angel hosts from heaven come winging, 

Sweetest songs of joy are singing. 
Sleep, sleep, sleep, 

He lies in slumber deep. 
 
Benediction                           The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        

 
Postlude    Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland      Nathan Arch, organ 
     (Savior of the nations, come) 
     J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


