
Prelude  Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645         Nathan Arch, organ 
   (Awake, calls the voice to us) 
   J.S. Bach (1685-1750)   
    
Welcome & Invocation         The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Candle of Hope Chuck & Kathy Holland (9AM) 
            Tom & Cheri Goforth (11AM) 
 
Musical Call to Worship   “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
(9AM)                Vicki Giardina, soprano
                Cheri Goforth, alto 
                   Ben Seller, tenor 
                Wayne Woodland, bass
                     Nathan Arch, piano 
Call to Worship (Responsively) 
Leader: This is the season of holy waiting. 
People: We wait for the One who will tear open the heavens and come down 
  to save us. 
Leader: We watch for the day when God’s name will be made known among the 
  nations. 
People: We wait in the shadows for the Light of the World to appear. 
Leader: Come let us walk in the light of God!  
 
Opening Hymn                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       #9 

 
1. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 
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Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
2. O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 

3. O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
 

 
Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
God help us find our confession, 
Help us across the boundary of our understanding. 
Lead us into the darkness that we may find what lies concealed; 
That we may confess our rebellion towards the light; 
That we may carry your truth in the center of our heart; 
That we may carry your cross wisely 
And bring Gospel harmony into our life and our world. 
 
 
Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon (Responsively)          
Leader: Friends, in this season of anticipation, we look with hope to the one who is 

  coming. 
People: The Christ child will be born, thanks be to God.  
    
 
Passing of the Peace (Responsively)                   
Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 
 
 
Doxology       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                         #592 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
        



Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (in Unison)     
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
Anthem (9AM)   “We Thank Thee”      Voices of the Master 
     John W. Peterson 
     Arr. Harold DeCou 
 
Anthem (11AM)   “Ding Dong Merrily on High”   Stephen Willis, soloist 
     Rend Collective  
        
Scripture   Luke 2:22-38    
 
Sermon      Finding Hope 

    The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 

             

Closing Hymn    “When Old Zechariah Saw What God Had Done” 
                                    

1. When old Zechariah saw what God had done, 
He knew that the promised Messiah would come. 

His speech was restored and his friends were amazed; 
Recalling his words, we now offer God praise: 

 
2. You’ve looked down with favor and rescued your own. 

You’ve sent us a Savior from King David’s throne. 
The prophets once told us, “It’s part of God’s plan!” 
And now we behold this: We’re saved by your hand. 

 
3. You keep what you promise and so we are blest; 
In mercy you saved us when we were oppressed. 
As Abraham heard you, we’ve heard your call too; 
We’re saved, so we’ll serve you in all that we do. 

 
4. We thank you, O God, that John pointed the way; 

In Jesus our Lord now, we’ve seen your new day. 
In Christ, the dawn brightens and death’s shadows cease; 

We’ll live in your light and be guided in peace. 
 



 
Benediction                           The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        

 
Postlude        “I’ll Fly Away”        Nathan Arch, piano
         Arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


