
 
Prelude    Variations on “The Ash Grove”            Nathan Arch, piano 
     Theme & Variations 1-4   
     Louis Jansen (1774-1840) 
         
Welcome & Invocation         The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 
 
Call to Worship (Responsively) 
Leader: O God, we spread out our thanksgivings before you; 
All:  our thanksgiving for grain safely harvested, and for good food on our 
  tables. 
Leader: O God, we spread out our thanksgivings before you; 
All:  our thanksgiving for family members who lift us up, and for our  
  friends who stay with us. 
Leader: O God, we spread out our thanksgivings before you; 
All:  our thanksgiving for times when we can walk, cycle, and play, and 
  times when we can relax at home. 
Leader: O God, we spread out our thanksgivings before you; 
All:  for prayer and praise, for the scriptures, for our faith life as disciples 
  of Christ. 
Leader: As we spread our thanksgivings before you, we find the reason for our 
  joyful celebration; 
All:  thank you, O Most Loving God! Amen. 
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Opening Hymn               “We Gather Together”                     #559 

 
1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessings; 
He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing, 
Sing praises to His name; He forgets not His own. 

 
2. Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 
So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
Thou, Lord, wast at our side; All glory be Thine! 

 
3. We all do extol Thee, Thou leader triumphant, 

And pray that Thou still our defender wilt be. 
Let Thy congregations escape tribulation; 

Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
 
 
Confession of Sin (Responsively)  
Leader: Looking at the star-filled heavens, faced with the beauty of flowers, the 
  distinct taste of a peach or a tomato, 
All:  we hear your call to keep the air, the water, and the earth clean for 
  future generations. 
Leader: Blessed by the presence of this gathered faith community, 
All:  we hear your call to support our fellow brothers and sisters, in good 
  times and in the hard times. 
Leader: Enveloped in love at the Thanksgiving table, 
All:  we will hear your call to remember our roots, and to affirm the worth 
  of each family member. 
Leader: Conscious of the variety of material goods, the friendships and   
  relationships, and the good feelings we have to thank you for, O God, 
All:  we confess the ease with which we take your countless gifts for  
  granted. 
 
Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
 
Words of Assurance (Responsively) 
Leader: Your hear our silent, heartfelt cry, O God, 
All:   for the world’s needs, which we have seen as beyond our aid, we 

  must serve, then God’s peace will be ours; thanks be to God! Amen.
          

Passing of the Peace (Responsively)                   
Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 
 



 
 
Doxology       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                         #592 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 
Special Music  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  Stephen Willis, soloist
     Words by Robert Robinson        Nathan Arch, piano 
    Music by John Wyeth  

 
 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)     
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 
 
Hymn      “Let All Things Now Living”     #554 
 

1. Let all things now living 
A song of thanksgiving 

To God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
Who fashioned and made us, 

Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us on to the end of our days. 

God’s banners are o’er us, 
Pure light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 
Till shadows have vanished, 

All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
(Continued) 

 



2. By law God enforces. 
The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, 

The rivers and fountains, 
The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

We, too, should be voicing 
Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living 
Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 
 

Anthem    “With Joyful Thanksgiving”          COTM Ensemble 
     Words by Nancy Price & Don Besig    Nathan Arch, piano 
     Music by Don Besig        
 
 
Scripture   Luke 17:11-19    
 
 
Sermon      How Do We Say Thank You? 
    The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
             
 
Closing Hymn   “Now Thank We All Our God”           #555 
 

1. Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 

In whom this world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers’ arms, 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 

And still is ours today. 
 

2. O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in God’s grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 

(Continued) 



3. All praise and thanks to God, 
Who reigns in highest heaven, 

To Father and to Son 
And Spirit now be given. 

The one eternal God, 
Whom heaven and earth adore, 

The God who was, and is, 
And shall be evermore. 

 
Benediction                           The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        

 
Postlude    Nun danket alle Gott        Nathan Arch, organ 
     Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)     
 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


