
 

 
Prelude   “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                Nathan Arch, piano 
    Arr. Fred Bock 
     
Welcome & Invocation         The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller  
  
Call to Worship   (Responsively)       
Leader:  "Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
People:  Serve the Lord with gladness!  
  Come into His presence with singing! 
Leader:  Know that the Lord, He is God!  
  It is He who made us, and we are His; 
  we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
People:  Enter His gates with thanksgiving,  
  and His courts with praise! 
  Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 
Leader:  For the Lord is good;  
  His steadfast love endures forever, 
  and His faithfulness to all generations"  
People:  Let us sing praises to God. AMEN!  
 
Opening Hymn     “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”                    #138 
 

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
(Continued on next page…) 



2. Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 
3. Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
Confession of Sin   (in Unison)                                     
Gracious God,  
 our sins are too heavy to carry,  
 too real to hide,  
 and too deep to undo.  
Forgive what our lips tremble to name,  
 what our hearts can no longer bear,  
 and what has become for us  
 a consuming fire of judgment.  
Set us free from a past that we cannot change;  
 open to us a future  
 in which you may grant change  
 for our wholeness and your glory.  
Grant us the peace to grow more like you everyday.  
Amen.  
 
Moment of Silence                       (A moment to personally repent of our sins.) 
 
Assurance of Pardon   (Responsively)           
Leader:  Christ, having taken on the sins of the world,  
  now sits upon his eternal throne.  
  I declare to you we are forgiven. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Passing of the Peace   (Responsively)                   
Leader:     The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People:    And also with you. 
 
Special Music    “In The Light”          Stephen R. Willis, solo 
      By DC Talk  
 



Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   (in Unison)     
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever,  
Amen. 
          
Hymn          “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                     #394  
 

Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead 

To make the wounded whole. 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
1. Some times I feel discouraged, 

And think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 

Revives my soul again. (Refrain) 
 

2. Don't ever feel discouraged,  
For Jesus is your friend, 

And if you lack for knowledge 
He'll not refuse to lend. (Refrain) 

 
3. If you cannot preach like Peter, 

If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus 

And say, "He died for all." (Refrain) 
 

Special Music  “Seek Ye First”  
    By Karen Lafferty  
        Trio: Vicki Giardina, Karen Hubbard-Leverton and Pastor Ben
       
Scripture   Luke 15:1-24   New Testament (p.848-849; LP p.1625-1626) 
 
Sermon      Preeminence of Christ: Pictures of Grace   
                            The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller 
 



Closing Hymn   “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”                     #315 
 

Refrain: 
Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray. 

Yes, every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray. 
 

1. Upon the mountain, when my Lord spoke, 
Out of God's mouth came fire and smoke. 
Looked all around me, it looked so fine, 

Till I asked my Lord if all was mine. (Refrain) 
 

2. Jordan river, chilly and cold,  
It chills the body but not the soul. 

There is but one train upon this track; 
It runs to heaven and then right back. (Refrain) 

 
Benediction                          The Rev. Dr. Benjamin D. Seller                        
 
Postlude    “God of Grace,” Op. 14                   Nathan Arch, organ   
     Paul Manz (1919-2009)  
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 




