
WHY WE SHOULD “RISE UP AND BUILD” 
Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NKJV) 

 
Our Renovation Projects have practically taught us this profound lesson: the only way we can succeed is 
TOGETHER. And that’s the message of Nehemiah chapters (2 and 3). 

Now, you may be thinking, “Ok, I see that they were rising up to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall together, but what 
exactly are we rebuilding together?” Jerusalem is where God dwelt with his people, and Jerusalem was the 
center of Israel’s worship, community, and mission. Nehemiah wasn’t just rebuilding a wall; he was rebuilding 
the people of God. Now that Jesus has come, the church, everyone who truly confesses Christ as Lord, is the new 
people of God. Therefore, the way that we embrace the call to rise up and rebuild together is by rising up to 
build up our local church together. Let us rise up and give our lives to being so empowered by the grace of God 
in the gospel that we build up our worship, community, and mission TOGETHER. Let us rise up and strengthen 
our Church together so that we can show the world what it’s really like to belong to Jesus. Nehemiah 2-3 provide 
three reasons WHY it’s worth pouring our lives into building up the church and strengthening our gospel culture:  

1. GOD’S GOOD HAND IS ON US! 

Nehemiah quickly says a silent prayer, tells the king everything that’s going on with his people, and asks the king 
permission to go and rebuild it. Shockingly, the king is willing to let Nehemiah, one of his trusted royal 
servants go, and even sends Nehemiah with a royal escort and papers permitting him to cut down timber in 
Judah’s forest to rebuild the gates of the fortress of the temple.  

No one would have expected this kind of FAVOR. What’s going on? Nehemiah 2:8b: And the king granted me 
what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me. Nehemiah had the king’s favor because the good 
hand of God was on Nehemiah. God who called Nehemiah to rebuild, and God empowers what he commands 
with his good hand. In the face of great fear, Nehemiah will call the people to rise up and rebuild together 
because God’s good hand is on him. 

2. GOD HAS PUT A GOOD WORK IN OUR HEARTS! 

We rise up to strengthen our church because our church is meant to portray the very beauty of Jesus to a watching 
world. It’s no exaggeration to say that the church is the hope of the world.  We need to overcome 
discouragement by “being watchful and praying” to God as well as carefully and faithfully working out our 
plans.  Illustration of Deliverance through (COVID-19) Vaccinations 

Highpoint, the local church is the true hope of the world because the local church is the vehicle, like the FedEx 
truck that delivered the Vaccines, the Church delivers the gospel to every neighborhood and nation around our 
world. The local church is the trophy case that puts on display the power of the gospel to unite diverse 
people in love and the local church is the vehicle that delivers the eternal life-giving gospel to the world. 
Nothing could be more urgent or significant than pouring our lives into building up our worship, community, and 
mission. Nothing could be more urgent than building our lives around the consistent, weekly worship of God’s 
people on Sundays. Worship is our identity as a Church. Though some of us may have gotten comfortable with 
the isolation or “being sheltered in-place” of the last year; but as Highpoint begin meeting and rebuilding our 
FELLOWSHIP again, nothing could be more urgent than uniting with one another because the world will know 
that we belong to Jesus by our love for one another. The local church is the hope of the world. Let’s rise up and 
rebuild together because building up the church is a good work that God has put in our hearts. Finally, let us rebuild 
together because… 

3. GOD REBUILDS THROUGH EACH OF OUR HANDS! 

After Nehemiah and God’s people strengthened their hands for the good work that God’s hand put into their hearts, 
they begin to work. Nehemiah chapter three records in incredible detail the rebuilding work that Nehemiah and 
God’s people did on Jerusalem’s wall. There are two things that are profound in Nehemiah 3. The first is the unity 
in the midst of diversity. In Nehemiah 3, we read that rulers, commoners, craftspeople, and priests, a wildly 
diverse group of God’s people, worked together in profound unity in order to rebuild together. The second 
feature that’s striking is that each individual member played their part (they held up their end!!!). No one’s work was 
insignificant, everyone’s work was profoundly important, and every member of the community was critically 
important because God rebuilds through each of our hands.  The ultimate reason why we rebuild the wall 
together is because the Lord Jesus Christ gave his blood to break down the walls that divide us so that we 
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can build unity together. The Lord Jesus Christ lived the life we have failed to live, died the atoning death 
for us, and rose victoriously so that we can be truly ONE. 


