
For This Year - Focus On Christmas J-O-Y 

Galatians 2:20 

Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) 
20 

 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave Himself for me. 

Sermon Points: 

I would like for us to consider, as we begin this beautiful season of the year, that this Christmas 

season can be a time of J-O-Y, no matter how broke you are or how busy you are. JOY is like 

love- it is not merely an emotion, but a decision, and I believe you can be as joyful as you want 

to be. It’s all in where you choose to put your FOCUS!  If you really want to have JOY this 

Christmas season, let me suggest Three (3) Places to focus your heart and mind. 

I. FOCUS ON J-ESUS (Gal. 2:20) 

In one of my favorite Christmas TV special, Charlie Brown asks if anyone knows what 

Christmas is about, and Linus recites the story of Christ’s birth from St. Luke chapter 2. Have we 

forgotten that Christmas is not primarily about us- our family, friends, church, presents- but it’s 

about Jesus? I said, That It’s Not about us; It’s About JESUS!!!! 

II. FOCUS ON O-THERS (Acts 20:35) 

Focusing on Jesus should also help us develop the attitude that He told was would bring us JOY 

which we find in  Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to 

support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.  

 

III. FOCUS ON Y-OURSELF 

Yet, there is a sense in which we are to focus on yourself. Your own attitudes determine 

whether or not you will experience JOY this year. You can let worry, stress, un-forgiveness, 

or discouragement rob you of the JOY of Jesus. Everyone struggles sometimes, but please 

understand - attitude is not automatic. 

Worry and stress? Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  

Unforgiveness? Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.  

Discouragement?  2 Thessalonians 2:16,17 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our 

Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 

17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work 

~ Closing ~ 

“This JOY (LOVE, PEACE) that I Have, the world didn’t give it to me.  The world didn.t 

give it and the world can’t take it away!”  by Shirley Caesar 

“There’s beauty in my brokenness, I’ve got true love instead of pain.  There’s freedom 

though you’ve captured me, I’ve got JOY instead of mourning.  Jesus, You give JOY, down 

deep in my soul”  by VaShawn Mitchell 


