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Our culture provides us ample opportunity to secure items that allows us to live.  These

items can be in the form of housing, clothing and food.  Our culture provides us ample

opportunity to seek goods and services that are in excess of our basic needs.  Our want is

to gather things that we hope will make us feel whole, feel secure, feel a sense of

accomplishment.

In reading what the ancients had to say about our need to feel whole centers around the

word love tied to the term unconditional.  We discover our desire is to find unfailing love.

A love deep enough that it last forever and ever.  Isaiah tells us that God’s love is

unconditional.  In our life when the mountains tumble around us and the sky seems to be

crashing on top of us, God’s love will always embrace.  To supply the feeling of euphoria

God loves us when we are less than what God wants us to be.  The love of God is all so

powerful.  What a great deal.  In the midst of all these promises Jesus tells us there is a

catch. Yes, an action plans to our everyday walk.

“You are to love each other as God has loved you.”  On the surface this appears to be an

activity that is easy to accomplish.  Searching deeper we discover as children of God we

are to love.  We are to love when love does not return.  In being a father of two, I find

myself in the quandary of practicing this very command.  It is so normal for children to

grow and to seek independence.  They are spreading their wings to define themselves.  In

the process of definition there are times when love doesn’t return.  I find myself with the

urge to withdraw the very net of support that took so long to create.  I find myself feeling

incomplete, misused and taken advantage of.  I have every right to wallow in my plight.

The light comes on in moments of prayer when I realize and count the insurmountable

number of times that I treated God the same way.  In my journey to define myself I have

provided God the opportunity to feel incomplete, misused and taken advantage of.  But

God’s love is unconditional and so must ours.

In the journey of life we find the sins of others within ourselves.  Many are faced with

divorce, abandonment, cheated, stolen from and the list continues.  Each of us has

encountered the most common urges of man that tears our very fabric.  Gossip and

bearing false witness scars our very soul if we let it or we can do as Jesus commanded.

Love each other as God as loved you. As the commercial states, “What’s in your wallet?”


