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The word of God states the sins of one generation will impact the next four generations.  In the context 

of a life expectancy of seventy years then the pendulum will swing for two hundred and eighty years.  In 

retrospect I wonder if equal impact prevails for the generations’ which follows the Word of God or 

possibly if a synergy is involved and the time span of Grace is increased? 

I have arrived at that point in life to reflect upon the generation that has past.  The generation in 

question is the generation that has traveled to the eternal life of our forefathers.  What legacy have they 

left?  How have the labors of their lives impacted the next generation?  As I gaze upon the snap shot of 

today I am bowed and humbled. 

The toil of my parents and in-laws were not without struggles and challenges.  Yet they both persevered 

in there earthly lives.  The modest occupations of a barber, secretary, farmer and housewife only mask 

the depth of which this generation provided for the next.  Yes with guidance of God they chose to live 

and provide for the next generation which is I.   

My wife and I currently live on the farm my father and mother in-law labored.  Due to their sacrifice for 

themselves to provide for their children my family resides comfortably in the home in which we live.  My 

brother and I completed the process that only man could develop.  The process is finalizing an estate.  

When the documents were signed and the assets distributed I become respectful in the gift that a 

barber and secretary worked for all their lives.  They worked to pass on the gifts that God provided them 

to me.  The purpose of their magnanimity was to create an environment so that my life would not be as 

cumbersome as theirs. 

The impact of this generation disciplined Godly lives have already passed through my generation to the 

next.  The impact of their unselfish gifting has provided my children with opportunities that have been a 

blessing to them and virtually no burden for me.  Again, I bow my head and kneel to the ground in awe 

of the gifts.  The impact I ponder.  Does the impact stop here or does the impact continue? 

This past week I traveled to visit my son-in-law, daughter, granddaughter and the new arrival of my first 

grandson.  In the holding of this new life the magnitude of a lifestyle with God my parents and in-laws 

embraced was before me in the fourth generation.  Because of their sacrifices and purpose of life in 

their earthly absence they are providing for their great grandchildren.  The opportunities that are 

available to the fourth generation can be a reality because of the generosity of the first generation.  I am 

awed in the blessings that God provided through the conduit of my parents and in-laws. 

Amazing as the content of this snap shot of today the reality is this.  The impact has come through a 

belief.  A belief in a living God.  The belief in the reality that we are sinners and we must confess our sins 

through the acceptance of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  The belief in the reality the closer we live to the 

teachings of Jesus the impact of the next generation is certain.  The belief in the reality the impact to the 



next generation can only be a positive one if the lifestyle of living with God is taught and practiced by 

each generation. 

I will be with my parents and in-laws when the fifth generation graces this earth.  I can only ponder a 

question as to how far the impact will carry. 

 

 

   


