
 

 Are We Giving All We Have To Offer? 

Reflection by: Tom Wallace 

 

Today the news has provided a shroud of despair.  The storyline of a recession has provided a 

cornucopia of how the tapestry of American life has been affected.  Those who are preparing for their 

senior years are seeing the timeline swept further down the calendar.  For this duration of this season of 

giving and rejoicing the multitudes are faced with lay-offs, demise of employment, and the lowering of 

expectations of life.  The appearances of misconduct by those who have led us down this path insulate 

themselves from the ramifications of their actions by protecting their posterity. 

 One ponders the injustice inflicted until the mind ebbs to a higher level of enlightenment.  One 

might conclude this higher level of enlightenment finds its place on an obscure mountaintop or is 

contemplated for months by the committee appointed by the chair to be handed down for the rest to 

rationalize the mind set and without question accept this wisdom. 

 This past week, the enlightenment of originated in the hallways of our local high school.  A 

student from a humble background with what is perceived as limited resources provided the wisdom of 

defining ourselves and what is truly important.  I have been suffering from the seasonal cold, flu, and 

sinus discomfort for numerous weeks when this quiet student silhouetted his thin lanky appearance in 

my classroom.  This young man initiated our conversation with, “I heard you have been very sick Mr. 

Wallace.”  With my reply of “Yes, I have not been feeling well.”  The young proceeded by asking “Would 

it be okay if I put you on our prayer list?”  With the warmth that entered my soul the young man was 

told, “It would be an honor to be placed on the prayer list.” 

 I had spent the weeks being inundated by the news media of what defines our society.  Our 

society appears to be defined by greed, instant gratification, and the items we purchased that now 

owns’ us.  But this young man who studies the wisdom of the agents provided hope, love and the 

understanding of what should be our priority in defining our existence while traveling this earth. 

 I have received my Christmas gift this year.  I was bestowed compassion and learned we should 

be defined by unselfishness with a spirit of servitude for our fellowman. 

May Christ and His spirit provide you with peace and purpose this holiday season.  


