
Sunday, April 24, 2022 – “The Risen Christ Comes to Us”  
– Bible Study & Reflection on John 20:19-31 
 
Dear Members & Friends:  
 
I invite you to read the following passage from John 20:19-31 (Common English Bible). 

19 
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed doors because they 

were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 
20 

After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with 

joy. 
21 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” 
22 

Then he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 

If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you 

don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.” 

24 
Thomas, the one called Didymus (the twin), one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus 

came. 
25 

The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!” 

But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left by the nails, and put 

my hand into his side, I won’t believe.” 

26 
After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them. Even though the doors were 

locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand into my side. No more disbelief. Believe!” 

28 
Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 
Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe.” 

30 
Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ presence, signs that aren’t recorded in this 

scroll. 
31 

But these things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and that 

believing, you will have life in his name. 

We are leaving Luke’s Gospel and entering John’s for the remainder of Eastertide and the first 
couple Sundays in the season of Pentecost.  This Sunday’s Gospel is always the same Gospel 
Lesson that is used for the Second Sunday of Easter.  It is the very familiar story of doubting 
Thomas. 

This Sunday’s Gospel has Jesus appear to his disciples, some of whom believe and some of 
whom don’t, on Easter evening.  Thomas is missing when the other disciples encounter Jesus.  
Although Thomas has heard the announcement from Mary Magdalene: “We have seen the 
Lord!” (compare John 20:25 to John 20:18), he and the other disciples are found, on Easter 
evening, hiding behind locked doors, huddled together out of fear (John 20:19).  Isn’t it 
interesting that in all the Gospels, a woman (Mary Magdalene in John’s Gospel) and women (in 
the other Gospels) are the first people to take the initiative to visit the tomb?  Though Thomas 
and his fellow disciples respond with joy to Jesus’ presence when he shows them his hands and 
his side (John 20:20, 27), there is also doubt. 

Even after Jesus’ resurrection and Jesus’ long Farewell Discourse (John, Chapters 14-17), the 
disciples are behind locked doors (John 20:26).  Although Thomas has confessed, “My Lord and 
my God!” (John 20:28), John wants us to know that doubts continue.  It is the same for us.  We 
often have things happen to us that cause us to doubt and question whether God is really with 
us.  And yet, we are told that Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples so that they will 
receive his peace along with the promise, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  In 



      2 

John’s Gospel, “sin” typically means rejection of Jesus and his ministry (see John 8:24; 9:41; 
15:22-24). 

It’s rather amazing that though Thomas and his fellow disciples have doubts, confusion, and 
fear, it is to them – in their doubts, confusion, and fear – that Jesus comes.  Just as Jesus came 
to us in a moment of triumph on Palm Sunday, he comes to the disciples and us in moments of 
fear and trouble.  Jesus intrudes among those who are huddled behind locked doors.  What 
locked doors are we huddled behind?  What do we fear?  What entombs, traps, and paralyzes 
our lives?  Jesus comes to the one who needs bodily proof.  Jesus comes to his Church today 
amid our doubts, confusion, and fear and gives us his presence, his peace, his voice, what we 
need to believe in the most uncertain of times. 

Easter Sunday, we noted that something in this universe is more powerful than death.  That 
something is someone – the Risen Christ who comes to us when we most need him.  On the 
first evening of his resurrected life, Jesus goes out looking for those who didn’t know how to 
look for him.  It is the same for us.  God comes to us before we know how to come to God.  
Thank God that we do not have to look for God! 

Eastertide Blessings! 

Pastor Greg Rupright 


