
Sunday, April 10, 2022 – “Hallelujah! Jesus Comes to Us”  
– Bible Study & Reflection on Luke 19:28-40 
 
Dear Members & Friends:  
 
I invite you to read the following passage from Luke 19:28-40 (New Revised Standard Version). 

28 
After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

29 
When Jesus had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 

the disciples, 
30 

saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
31 

If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, 

‘The Lord needs it.’” 
32 

So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 
33 

As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
34 

They said, “The Lord needs 

it.” 
35 

Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 
36 

As he rode 

along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 
37 

As he was now approaching the path down from the 

Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 

deeds of power that they had seen, 
38 

saying, 

“Blessed is the king 

    who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, 

    and glory in the highest heaven!” 

39 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 

40 
He answered, “I tell 

you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

Luke depicts Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as a grand royal procession.  First Jesus sends two of 
his disciples to find a colt for him to ride.  If anyone asks them, “Why?” they are simply to 
answer, “The Lord (in Greek, kyrios) needs it.”  The owners (kyrioi – lords) of the colt ask the 
“Why?” question, and the response to their question is perhaps meant to show that Jesus is 
indeed the Lord, the Kyrios whose needs and purposes are greater than any human kyrioi. 

When Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a colt, the crowds remember the words of Zechariah 
9:9: “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion.  Sing aloud, Daughter Jerusalem.  Look, your king will come 
to you.  He is righteous and victorious.  He is humble and riding on an ass, on a colt, the 
offspring of a donkey.”   

Even though the verse from Zechariah doesn’t appear in Luke’s account, as in Matthew 21:5 
and John 12:15, surely it’s behind Luke’s narrative of the event. 

On the way into town, a multitude (in Greek, plethos, from whence comes our English word, 
plethora) of disciples praise God for what they have seen in Jesus, remembering Psalm 118:26, 
with Luke’s significant reworking that becomes, “Blessed is the king who comes (ho erxomenos 
ho basileus) in the name of the Lord!” (Luke 19:38).  I wonder if we are meant to recall the 
multitude (plethos) of angels at the announcement of the birth of Christos Kyrios (Luke 2:11-
13)?  Probably.  The crowd’s acclamation sure sounds like the joyous song of the angels. 

Talk of this sort about a “king,” with clearly political implications, makes powerful people 
nervous, like the Pharisees who beg Jesus to silence his disciples’ chant.  They have thus made 
their judgment against Jesus who, by the end of the week, will be judged by the Sanhedrin.  At 
the very least, the religious leaders certainly know how the Romans felt about crowds gathering  
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and shouting, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  For the Romans, there 
is only one king, one deity, one lord, the Emperor Caesar. 

Jesus rather impudently ignores the warnings of the Pharisees just as he did earlier (Luke 13:32-
33), saying that if his followers were silenced, even the stones would shout out (Luke 19:40).  
There’s a great revolution taking place, a displacement of those in power, a revolt so vast that 
nobody can stifle it, and Jesus is determined to see it through to the end. 

Earlier, when Jesus is warned by the Pharisees (Luke 13:32-33), Jesus laments their 
misunderstanding and rejection of him and his mission (Luke 13:34-35).  Now, in Luke 19, he 
again laments over Jerusalem, even weeping, though this week’s Gospel Reading ends before 
this lament and weeping. 

As noted earlier, Jesus makes a royal entry into Jerusalem.  Yet it’s as if only Luke (and we, 
because Luke tells us) knows that Jesus is indeed the triumphant Sovereign.  We also know that 
in just a few short days, the once-celebrative crowd will turn against Jesus.  Perhaps they 
turned against Jesus because they had the wrong expectations for him.  They hear in the word 
“Lord,” the fulfillment of their messianic hopes and dreams, and yet Jesus will fail to live up to 
their expectations.  They hoped for a warrior-king who would drive out the occupying Romans; 
Jesus appears weak and vulnerable.  This isn’t the “king” or “the Lord” they expected, nor is it 
the “king” or “the Lord” we expected. 

And so, Jesus enters Jerusalem, the capital city, and some acclaim him king and hero.  But there 
is also much misunderstanding and failure to recognize who he really is.  To some, Jesus looks 
like a king, while to others he is a dangerous, threatening troublemaker. 

So is Jesus our King, our Sovereign, or a dangerous troublemaker with delusions of grandeur? 

When Jesus Christ marches in among us – whether that’s to Jerusalem or to our church – there 
is joy, hopefulness, but also misunderstanding and rejection.  Any crowd welcoming Jesus into 
its midst is a mixed bag.  Some of the residents of Jerusalem mocked Jesus (“We have no king 
but Caesar” and “If you are the Messiah, come down from the cross and save yourself!”).  
Others plotted violence against Jesus.  Even his own disciples, in securing the colt for him, did 
not fully understand him.  Do we?  And yet, it was to this mixed bag of people that Jesus 
intruded, entered Jerusalem, and thereby signaled the inauguration of God’s reign.  Though his 
lordship was not what we expected, it was a sign and signal of God with us, God doing for us 
that which we could not do for ourselves. 

In the Palm Sunday story, nobody comes to Jesus; he comes to them.  To the praising, Jesus 
comes, yes, and even unto the scornful.  To the understanding and the confused, the joyous 
and the mocking and to those who don’t know just what they think, Jesus comes.  Jesus 
parades into our world in unexpected ways.  Or he slips into town unheralded and unheeded.  
Jesus doesn’t wait until we’ve settled our minds on him, received answers to all of our 
questions about him, or until we are absolutely certain about what we believe about him.  Jesus 
comes to us before we come to him. 

Here’s the good news behind the story of Palm Sunday.  God has turned toward us.  In Jesus, 
God makes the first move toward us before we move toward God.  So even if we’re not quite  
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sure why we end up in church on Palm Sunday, or even if we are still making our minds up 
about Jesus, rejoice!  Jesus has come and will come to us.  Jesus is Lord! 

Hallelujah! 

Pastor Greg Rupright 


