
Sunday, February 20, 2022 – “The Real World of God’s Mercy”  
– Bible Study & Reflection on Luke 6:27-38 
 
Dear Members & Friends:  
 
I invite you to read the following passage from Luke 6:27-38 (Common English Bible). 

 27 
“But I say to you who are willing to hear: Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. 

28 
Bless those 

who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. 
29 

If someone slaps you on the cheek, offer the other one as 

well. If someone takes your coat, don’t withhold your shirt either. 
30 

Give to everyone who asks and don’t 

demand your things back from those who take them. 
31 

Treat people in the same way that you want them to 

treat you. 

32 
“If you love those who love you, why should you be commended? Even sinners love those who love them. 

33 
If 

you do good to those who do good to you, why should you be commended? Even sinners do that. 
34 

If you 

lend to those from whom you expect repayment, why should you be commended? Even sinners lend to sinners 

expecting to be paid back in full. 
35 

Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend expecting nothing in return. 

If you do, you will have a great reward. You will be acting the way children of the Most High act, for he is kind 

to ungrateful and wicked people. 
36 

Be compassionate just as your Father is compassionate. 

37 
“Don’t judge, and you won’t be judged. Don’t condemn, and you won’t be condemned. Forgive, and you will 

be forgiven. 
38 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good portion—packed down, firmly shaken, and 

overflowing—will fall into your lap. The portion you give will determine the portion you receive in return.” 

Last Sunday, listening to Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain in Luke 6, we admitted that it wasn’t easy 
to hear Jesus’ sermon full of divine blessings and curses (woes).  We noted that in his sermon, 
Jesus gave no specific directives for our behavior, no instructions for how we are to live, now 
that we know who God is and what God is up to.  Jesus’ sermon simply states how life is in the 
present and what life will be like when God’s Realm is fully realized on earth as it is in heaven.  
But this Sunday, we are in that part of the Sermon on the Plain in which Jesus asserts some 
specific directives for human behavior here and now. 

There are those who accuse Jesus of being idealistic or impractical.  We can’t say that about this 
Sunday’s Gospel.  Jesus specifies, in a direct, practical way, what to do when faced by the 
enmity of others, what to do when physically abused by another, even gives specific business 
advice for what to do when another owes us a debt. 

Interpreters of Jesus’ sermon have long debated to whom these words were addressed.  Some 
have argued that surely Jesus was advocating some higher, elite sort of righteousness, a set of 
behaviors that were to be practiced by a select, deeply committed group of his closest disciples. 

Nice try.  But that’s not what Luke’s Gospel says in the Sermon on the Plain.  Luke say that this 
sermon is addressed, not to some select inner circle but “. . . to you who are willing to hear” 
(Luke 6:27).  That’s everyone who was present then and present now.  That would be “us.”  We 
might think that Jesus would take care to talk about forgiveness and non-repayment of debts 
only when within his own inner circle, not within earshot of anybody and everybody.  After all, 
Jesus’ sermon does not exactly square with the Roman ideals of vengeance and payment of 
back taxes. 

What is Jesus doing in this part of his Sermon on the Plain?  Is he casting forth a set of 
prescriptions, a code of ethics for how his disciples are to behave?  Or does Jesus put forth an 



      2 

impossible ideal, raising the bar so high that any merely human person would fail to chin up to 
such ridiculously high standards.  In various places, the German reformer, Martin Luther, said 
that the function of such biblical injunctions is to throw us empty-handed sinners into the 
hands of a merciful God who saves sinners. 

Jesus’ intentions may be framed by noting that even sinners do good to those who do good to 
them.  I like the way Eugene Peterson paraphrases today’s Gospel passage in his The Message: 

  27-30 
“To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not 

the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the supple moves of prayer for that person. If 

someone slaps you in the face, stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and 

make a present of it. If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No 

more payback. Live generously. 

31-34 
“Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you; then grab 

the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill 

sinners do that. If you only help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If 

you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s charity? The stingiest of pawnbrokers does 

that. 

35-36 
“I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll never—I promise—regret it. 

Live out this God-created identity the way our Father lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when 

we’re at our worst. Our Father is kind; you be kind. 

These ethical injunctions from Jesus are not an impossible ideal; these prescriptions arise from 
who God is and the way God created the world, and presumably us, to be.  We are not only 
weak, fallible sinners, but we are, for all of our human faults, “children of the Most High.”  
Interestingly, the subtitle of today’s Gospel in the Common English Bible is “Behaving as God’s 
children.”  We aren’t expected to strive to be what we’re not.  We are to live as God created us 
to live, to be whom God made us to be.  We are to live in ways that are congruent with God’s 
reality, with the real world of God’s mercy, which always blends mercy with justice.  God acted 
in a certain way toward us and thereby has freed us to live in a certain way in the world. 

The basis for following the Way of Jesus isn’t, “How can I possibly meet God’s excessive 
expectations for my behavior?”  The basic question, that which I think underlies Jesus’ sermon, 
is that which brings us to church each Sunday: “Who is God, and what is God up to in the 
world?” followed by the pressing, ethical question, “How can I hitch on to what God is doing in 
the world?” 

These are the questions which we shall explore this Sunday. 

Blessings on Following the Way of Jesus,  

Pastor Greg Rupright 


