
Sunday, January 30, 2022 – “Jesus’ Failed Sermon”  
– Bible Study & Reflection on Luke 4:21-30 
 
Dear Members & Friends:  
 
I invite you to read the following passage from Luke 4:21-30 (Common English Bible). 

21 
He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you heard it.” 

22 
Everyone was raving about Jesus, so impressed were they by the gracious words flowing from his lips. They 

said, “This is Joseph’s son, isn’t it?” 

23 
Then Jesus said to them, “Undoubtedly, you will quote this saying to me: ‘Doctor, heal yourself. Do here in 

your hometown what we’ve heard you did in Capernaum.’” 
24 

He said, “I assure you that no prophet is welcome 

in the prophet’s hometown. 
25 

And I can assure you that there were many widows in Israel during Elijah’s time, 

when it didn’t rain for three and a half years and there was a great food shortage in the land. 
26 

Yet Elijah was 

sent to none of them but only to a widow in the city of Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27 

There were also 

many persons with skin diseases in Israel during the time of the prophet Elisha, but none of them were 

cleansed. Instead, Naaman the Syrian was cleansed.” 

28 
When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was filled with anger. 

29 
They rose up and ran him out of 

town. They led him to the crest of the hill on which their town had been built so that they could throw him off 

the cliff. 
30 

But he passed through the crowd and went on his way. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Luke introduces us to Jesus through a sermon among his kinsfolk and 
neighbors in Nazareth.  Surely the young hometown hero will be well-received here.  No, Jesus 
reads from the prophet Isaiah who proclaims to exiled Israel, “God is at last coming among us . . 
. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18-19, NRSV).  The 
congregation marvels that Jesus reads this good news so well.  But them Jesus begins to preach.  
That’s when the trouble starts.  The good news first preached by Isaiah, then by Jesus, is now 
received as bad news by the congregation.  When God came among us before, in the days of 
the prophets Elijah and Elisha, God dared to do good works among the Gentiles.  God worked 
among despised outsiders, foreigners – a pagan woman and a pagan army officer.  That’s when 
the good news sounded bad. 

Thus, Luke surely wants us to see Jesus as more than “the son of Joseph”; he is God’s Son.  
Jesus proclaims the acceptable year of God’s favor, but he does so in a way that his audience 
finds unacceptable.  Jesus’ words about God’s actions do not align with their conventional 
wisdom, and they are furious. 

Jesus’ sermon is hard to hear.  Jesus seems deliberately to offend them (see similar moments in 
Luke 11:45, 12:51 & 19:45).  Rather than attempt to ingratiate himself with his hearers (as 
preachers often do), Jesus makes explicit a distinct contrast between their received opinions 
and the good news that he brings. 

Jesus reminds the congregation about 1 Kings 17 and 2 King 5, in which Elijah, the second 
greatest prophet in Israel after Moses, and his protégé, Elisha, brought God’s beneficence, read 
generosity, to Gentiles – to outsiders, to foreigners.  His hometown congregation violently 
rejects Jesus’ inflammatory interpretation of these ancient Hebrew stories from the prophets.  
They rise up and try to murder the preacher.   



      2 

As we move with Jesus as “he goes on his way” throughout Luke’s Gospel, we will find Jesus 
getting into trouble for practicing what he preached.  Jesus’ moves toward the outcast and the 
despised will land him in hot water.  Eventually, it will land him upon a cross.  It’s as if this 
opening episode at his hometown synagogue in Nazareth is a prelude to how the story of Jesus 
will end on calvary. 

So, Sunday’s Gospel from which I must derive my reflection, my sermon, is a story about fierce 
rejection of Jesus’ inaugural sermon.  How can it be that God’s good news of Jesus Christ is 
often rejected, often by the most faithful of us, even preachers themselves?  Why are some 
sermons received as good news and others are rejected as bad news?  Why do some people 
hear and gratefully receive God’s Word and others fiercely contend against it? 

These are among the questions and mysteries that we will explore this Sunday. 

Blessings on Following the Way of Jesus,  

Pastor Greg Rupright 

 


