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Dear Members & Friends of First Church:
Every Advent and Christmas, I always ask myself:
How else can I say more clearly that Jesus is Godwith- us? This year, we are looking at Advent and
Christmas through the lens of Luke’s Gospel. The
appointed lectionary reading for the Fourth Sunday of Advent is Luke 1:39-45 (46-55). Basically, it’s
Luke’s odd version of Mary’s pregnancy and the incarnation. Do you remember Luke’s pre-Christmas
story?
Mary’s kinswomen, Elizabeth is very old. She never should have had a baby. Yet even in her advanced
years, she is told that she is going to have a baby who will one day become John the Baptist. Then there
is Mary, who is told, by the Angel Gabriel, that she, even though she is unmarried, is to have a baby who
will be named Jesus. When Mary greets Elizabeth, she breaks into a magnificent song of praise, Mary’s
“Magnificat”: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for God has looked
with favor on the lowliness of God’s servant . . . God has shown strength with God’s arm. God has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. God has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty . . .
according to the promise God made to our ancestors, to Abraham and his descendants forever” (Luke
1:47-48, 51-53, 55, NRSV).
The God who meets us in Luke’s story of the incarnation, in the song of Mary, is not some distant, obscure
God. If we thought God was high up there, distant, removed, unconcerned, uninvolved, think again.
Miraculous experiences of the Divine presence, such as the impregnation of Mary, occur because the
scriptures tell us that the God of Israel and the Church is passionately engaged in creation and intends to
flood the world with the Divine presence in a way that ordinary, everyday people can relate to – the birth
of a baby named Jesus. God has assumed our humanity in the incarnation. God is one of us!
People look at the world right now and ask, “Where is God?” Mary’s song will tell us. God is busy, lifting
up the poor, putting down the mighty, filling the hungry with good things, sending the rich away empty.
We might not approve of how God is with us. We might be threatened by the justice work of God, but
never again can we say that God is not with us.
Now, right now, in this present moment, we have got to say, after
the birth of Jesus Christ of Bethlehem, that God is genuinely with
us. Us. We know us and where we live. Like Mary and Elizabeth,
we do not live at the center of political or economic power. We live
in the out-of-way places not many people have heard of, places like
Bethlehem and Fairport. We do not have prominent names that
appear in news reports or are engraved on brass plaques leading
into spacious offices. We have names like Mary, Elizabeth, John,
Zechariah, and Joseph. We do not live in a world where the poor
receive what they deserve. We live in a world where there are vast
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gaps between the rich and the poor, where the rich get to pay their way into the best health care, the best
education, and the grandest opportunities while the poor must content themselves with what is left over.
We live in a world where powerful, political people who sit on chairs (read “thrones”) feel all powerful
and mighty, so much so that they think they can do anything they want and get away with it. That’s us.
That’s our world.
And it is to us and our world that God comes because this is God’s world, even though it doesn’t always
look like it; and we are God’s beloved children, even when we don’t feel like it. We celebrate Christmas
not because we have climbed up to God. We celebrate Christmas because God Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, has climbed down to us, has become one of us. Jesus Christ was God’s intention to be
with us from all along and for all time.
I remember one Christmas Eve in a church that I served long ago. After the congregation had just finished
singing, “Silent Night, Holy Night,” in the quiet glow of the candlelight, a four-year-old boy excitedly
exclaimed, “It’s Jesus’ birthday!!!” I sort of think what that little child was saying is something like Mary’s
song. Here is the great good news that we will gather and celebrate during Advent and on Christmas: God
is with us! God is with us! God is with us!
Happy Advent & Merry Christmas!
Pastor Greg Rupright

SOME BIG “THANK YOUS!”
A BIG THANK YOU! goes to members of our Church Council, the Board of
Trustees, and our Treasurer, Bill Stevens for all of their diligent work in
preparing a Proposed Budget for 2022.
A BIG THANK YOU! goes to Vicky Hoover, Heather Watras, and Sharon
Barmore for setting up and arranging the Memorial Table with place cards &
LED tea lights to help us celebrate All Saints’ Sunday on October 31st.
A BIG THANK YOU! goes to Crista Deniz (flowers), Stacey Mulley (cards), and
Jennifer Giorgi for leading our Recognition of Veterans on Sunday, November
7th when all of our veterans were thanked for their service with a carnation and
card.
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS & MESSAGES
(bold font indicates key scripture text(s) for the Message)

December 5th
Second Sunday of Advent/Intergenerational Sunday/Holy Communion
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79;
Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
Intergenerational Message: “Getting from One Place to Another”
December 12th
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6;
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
Reflection: “The Message We All Want to Hear”
December 19st
Intergenerational Special Christmas Music
& Readings Service
December 24th
5:00 P.M. Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service of Lessons, Carols
& Holy Communion
December 26th
First Sunday after Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148;
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52
Reflection: The Rev. Diane Ellis, Guest Liturgist & Preacher
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OUR ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING
The meeting will be held on Sunday, December 12th, immediately following the
worship service. The budget for 2022 will be discussed and voted on. Please plan on
attending.

BOARD OF DEACONS FELLOWSHIP TIME
The Deacons will be hosting the December 5th Fellowship Time.
Please join us as we begin the celebration of the Advent season.
Hot coffee, beverages and cupcakes will be provided. There will
also be holiday treats for our church youth to take home.

POINSETTIAS
We will be decorating our Church sanctuary and columbarium with
poinsettias from Boy Scout Troop 207. If you are interested in contributing
to the purchase of a poinsettia, please email Vicki Sherry at
vsherry.ucc@gmail.com by November 29. Please include the name(s) of
the donor(s) as you would like it to appear and the dedication (in Honor of
…, in Memory of …, or in Celebration of…)
The poinsettias can be taken home following the Christmas Eve service on December 24. Poinsettias are
$20 each. You can mail your check to the church or place it in the offering plate. Write “poinsettia” on
the memo line of your check.

DECORATING THE SANCTUARY FOR CHRISTMAS
Everyone is invited to help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas on Saturday, December 4th at 10:00 A.M.
There will be donuts and music! Come join the fun and get in the spirit of Christmas!
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
If you or your family is interested in lighting one of the Advent Candles, please
sign-up on the rolling board in the Fellowship Hall or email Pastor Greg:
revgregrup.ucc@gmail.com.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MUSIC & READING SUNDAY
We are planning an Intergenerational Special Music Worship Service for the Fourth
Sunday of Advent, December 19th. We would love to have all of our youth
participate as well as any and all others who are interested - we have roles for
musicians and non-musicians too! The Service will include a variety of vocal and
instrumental soloists as well small ensembles, interspersed with scripture readings,
poems, and prayers in the spirit of the Advent/Christmas season. You may sign up
on the rolling bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or by accessing the link or QR
code printed in News-in-the-Pews. If you have any questions, please contact Heather Watras
(hawatras@gmail.com) or Stacey Mulley (staceymulley@yahoo.com). Please note - there will be two
rehearsals for this special service: (1) Sunday, December 12 directly following worship and (2) Saturday,
December 18 at 9:00 AM.

READERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
Readers are needed for the 5 PM Christmas Service of Lessons & Carols with Holy
Communion. Please sign-up on the green Christmas Eve Reader’s Sign-Up List on
the rolling board in the Fellowship Hall.

ANNUAL YOUTH GROUP REUNION
& CHRISTMAS PARTY
The date is Thursday, December 23, 7:00-10:00 p.m., in the basement classroom. Come
for the whole time or just for a while. Reconnect with your former youth group friends and
with Karen Hamill. She would love to see all of her former students. There will be an
optional Christmas gift exchange. Bring a canned good or paper product for the Food Shelf.
Enjoy FRIENDS, FOOD & FUN
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WEEKLY PASTOR’S BLOG BIBLE STUDY & REFLECTION
Each Thursday, Pastor Greg uploads a Bible Study & Reflection based on the
upcoming Sunday’s scripture. Go to www.fairportucc.org and click on the
Pastor’s Blog.
NOTE: During December, there will be NO Pastor’s Blog posted on
December 16th, 23rd & 30th.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BOOK CLUB
2021-2022
First Church book club generally meets from 1:00-2:30 on the last Monday
of the month. We do not meet in December. In May we meet one week early
due to the Memorial Day holiday. All are welcome to attend.
Date

Book Title

Dec.

Author

Leader

No Book Club - Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas!

Jan. 31

Henna Artist

Alka Joshi

Nan Notar

Feb. 28

The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane

Lisa See

Bonney Bennett

Mar. 28

Open to anyone who volunteers to be the leader this month. Your book pick

Apr. 25

The Girl with Seven Names

David John and Lee Hyeon-seo

Pat Edwards

May 23

Ordinary Grace

William Kent Kroger

Irene Utter

Jun. 20

Planning meeting for 2022-2023
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH EDUCATION
ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
Our Sunday School/Youth Education schedule will be followed for classes each month unless
otherwise announced:
1st Sunday: All kids in church for communion
2nd Sunday: Classes for K-5, 6-12
3rd Sunday: Classes for grades K-5 and 6-8. Kids in grades 9-12 can
assist in worship or help out with Sunday School classes
4th Sunday: Service activity during scheduled Sunday School time (held
at church) for Grades K-12
5th Sunday: Activities on these days will vary but we will let you know
ahead of time what is scheduled
We continue to look for a Sunday School teacher.
If you know anybody who may be interested, please let us know! We can send them the job description
and follow up with them at their convenience. Feel free to contact any of the BOCE & BOFM members:
Pastor Greg Rupright (revgregrup.ucc@gmail.com)
Steve Smith (tanman@frontiernet.net)
Crista Deniz (cristadeniz4@yahoo.com)
Stacey Mulley (staceymulley@yahoo.com)
Brian Sherry (blsny05@gmail.com)
Below you will find some dates for Youth Social Activities.
• December

4:

(SATURDAY) Children decorating Church Sanctuary followed by Gingerbread
House Making - Please RSVP via SignUpGenius.
• December 5:
(SUNDAY): Special Fellowship Time for Sunday School & Youth with Advent
calendars, yummy Christmas goodies, and candy canes.
• December 18: (SATURDAY 6pm) Powers Farm Market Nativity Walk - Board of Family
Ministry. Please email Brian Sherry (blsny05@gmail.com ) if you are planning to
attend.
• December 19: (SUNDAY) 12/19/2021: Special Christmas Music
Service - (Please direct questions to Heather Watras)
Please contact us with any questions at the email addresses listed
above.
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BEDDING DRIVE
COMING IN JANUARY

Our church will be sponsoring a bedding drive for Sleep In
Heavenly Peace. Sleep In Heavenly Peace is a volunteer
organization located in downtown Rochester whose mission
is to build beds for kids who are sleeping on the floor.
Volunteer crews help with assembling and delivering beds for children and families in need year-round.
And along with the beds, bedding is provided. Our church’s bedding collection will occur during the
month of January.
Our church’s mission will be to:
-

Collect NEW, TWIN comforters or “Bed in a Bag” sets for girls
and boys ages 3-17 (Please no individual sheet sets)
Collect coordinating sheets and comforter – TWIN SIZE
Collect homemade quilts or crocheted blankets – THEY MUST
BE NEW
Collect bed pillows - THEY MUST BE NEW

Your donations can be brought to church the weeks of January 2nd, 9th, and 16th. Just look for a “bunk
bed” table in Fellowship Hall! If you’re not able to take advantage of the January White Sales and would
like to contribute, you can donate financially by writing a check to the Church with the notation of Sleep
in Heavenly Peace.
The youth in our church will be overseeing the Sunday collections. If you have any questions, you can
contact Nan or Bernie Notar. Thank you for your generosity.

WINTER COAT DRIVE
The House of Mercy has an urgent need for Men's coats and other winter
wear (hats gloves, boots ,scarves, etc.) Please bring donations to the
church from now until December 19th.
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CHRISTMAS BASKETS

The Perinton Food Shelf is not doing Christmas baskets this year. They are
asking for donations to their nonperishable food collection.

HILLSIDE SPECIAL SANTA GIFTS
There’s still time to select a children’s wishes tag from our Hillside
Special Santa Tree in our Fellowship Hall. You may wish to ask a
friend to share the cost of a gift. Please sign your name on the sign-up
sheet so we know who took the tag. When you return the gift under
the tree, please attach the child's name tag to the gift. Do not wrap the
gift. Hillside would appreciate it if you would send some wrappings
along for their use.

HILLSIDE SANTA PROGRAM DEADLINE
Thank you to everyone who took an ornament or two from the Hillside
tree. The deadline for returning the gifts is December 12th. Please
return the gifts with a gift bag or wrapping paper, but do not wrap the
gift. If you have questions about the gift request, call Paula Dickson at
223-8935.

ROCHESTER REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT SERVICE
The Rochester Refugee Resettlement Service (RRRS) is preparing at least six
houses for Afghan refugees. They need money. If you can contribute, send your
checks to the church, payable to First Congregational UCC with RRRS on the memo
line, and we will combine them along with money from the Board of Missions and
send it to the RRRS. If you can volunteer to assist the refugees, please let RRRS
know by going to https://www.rochesterrefugeeservices.org/volunteer/
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LIGHT THE NIGHT
Thank you to Ed and Carol Johnston for keeping the steeple lights burning bright
throughout the month of November in honor of loved ones.
Thanks to Dave and Pat Mosher for “lighting the night” throughout the month of
December in honor of loved ones.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Mary Lou Woodhouse
Marge Meyer

Next “Epistle” Deadline is

December 16, 2021
(The Third Thursday)

Frequently our church will take photos or videos of members, including children and youth, involved in church related
activities. These photos and videos may be used in church-produced publications, on our website or on social media
including but not limited to Facebook. If you do not wish to have photos or videos of yourself or your child used, please see
Vicki Sherry in the church office to sign an exclusion form.
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The Epistle is printed once a month
by the First Congregational United
Church of Christ, 26 East Church St.
Fairport, New York, 14450
Office Phone:
585-223-0224
Pastor’s Phone: 585-223-8172
Fax:
585-223-4264
E-mail: vsherry.ucc@gmail.com
Webpage:
fairportucc.org
Church Service Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Church Office Hours: 9:00-3:30
Monday through Friday (Monday-Thursday in July and August)
Rev. Gregory J. Rupright, Pastor
Rev. Dr. John N. Cedarleaf, Pastor Emeritus
Administrative Assistant: Vicki Sherry
Organist: Beatrice Benedict
Director of Music Ministries: Heather Watras
Business Manager: Cheryl Overs
Wedding Coordinator: Betty Shamblen

First Congregational United Church of Christ
26 East Church Street
Fairport, NY, 14450

Our mission is to love God by serving others in the
name of Jesus Christ.
Our vision directs all our work: United in Christ's
love, to be a blessing to our church and to our
neighbors.

