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Dear Members & Friends of First Church: 

 

I can’t believe that summer is here! With the summer comes vacations, outdoor 

recreation, and a time to unwind and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. 

 

I will be on a three month sabbatical leave of absence this summer and early fall, from 

July 1st through and including October 1st. During my sabbatical, I will be interviewing 

six ministers, three of whom have been successful in initiating programs that led to 

the renewed health and vitality of their congregations and three whose churches ended 

up closing. I hope to gain knowledge and advice that will promote the future health 

and well-being of our church. 

 

During the month of July, the Rev. Hodong Hwang, a Presbyterian Church USA 

minister, will be serving as our Sabbatical Interim Minister. Pastor Hwang was born 

and grew up in South Korea and moved to the United States in 2004. He majored in 

Electrical Engineering in college in Korea and worked in different corporations as an 

engineer including his own business in the semiconductor industry. As a life-long 

Christian, his struggles under the dictatorship and with the business experiences in the 

country led him to pursue theological study at Vanderbilt University. He was ordained 

in the Middle Tennessee Presbytery and served the Korean Presbyterian Church in 

Nashville, TN, as the assistant pastor and the administrator for 7 years. He moved to 

Rochester after his wife, Dr. Jin Young Choi, was hired by Colgate Rochester Crozer 

Divinity School as the New Testament professor. They have been married for 23 years 

and have a son, Ben, who is in his senior year at Northwestern University. In 

Rochester, he has been working with refugees to teach them English and with college 

students as a chaplain. 

 

Pastor Hwang will be preaching and leading worship throughout July. For pastoral 

concerns and emergencies, he can be contacted at 615-306-2261 or 

harveydhwang@yahoo.com. 

 

Since I know that many of you will be away during some or most of the summer, I 

will simply say, “Have a restful vacation and enjoy the summer, and I’ll look forward 

to seeing you again on Sunday, October 2nd.” 

 

          Abundant Blessings, 

      Pastor Greg Rupright 

  

mailto:harveydhwang@yahoo.com
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INDEPENDENCE DAY SERVICE 
 

Our annual First Congregational UCC Fairport Patriotic Worship Service will 

be held on Sunday, July 3, 2022 at 9:30 AM. This robust, meaningful, and 

participative service will consist of historical readings, relevant biblical verses, 

music, and quotations honoring our Independence Day holiday. The service is 

sponsored by our Board of Worship Ministries. 

 

Our Board encourages our members and friends to participate in this service. 

You can do so by actively being a reader of a historical passage, Bible verse, or quote. You can participate 

with a musical contribution. We welcome suggestions from all on a  particular reading, poem, quote, 

hymn, or historical event that we can incorporate into the service. We are very hopeful our youth will not 

only provide ideas and input to the service but participate as well.  

  

Please reach out to Bob Gabbey (rgabbey@outlook.com) with your ideas, suggestions, and participation 

interests in this Patriotic Worship Service. We sincerely look forward to all of our Church members and 

friends joining us in our sanctuary on Sunday, July 3. Summertime refreshments and fellowship will 

follow the service 

 

 

 

APPLAUSE IN CHURCH 
 

Not long ago, following input from some of our musicians, the Board of Worship 

recommended that there not be applause following music in church except in very 

special circumstances. Shortly thereafter, the recommendation was revised, but the 

revision was not adequately communicated to the congregation. The existing and 

ongoing recommendation is that worshipers should feel welcome to applaud and 

express other appropriate forms of appreciation in church, realizing that applause 

under certain circumstances and following certain musical presentations is not 

appropriate. ~The Board of Worship Ministries  

 

 

 

 

CANAL DAYS PARKING RESULTS 
 

Canal Days 2022 has passed, and the results from parking have been tallied. 

The total revenue this year was $7,565. At $5/car that equates to 1,513 vehicles 

over a 15-hour period which equates to an average of 101 vehicles per hour! 

After expenses our net profit was $6,807. 
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ROCHESTER RED WINGS BASEBALL GAME 

INTERGENERATIONAL OUTING 

Saturday, July 16th, at 6:05 PM. 
 

Come join us on July 16 for a fun night of Baseball, an RPO concert, 

and fireworks after the game. The cost is $6 per seat.  

 

If you wish to attend, please 

• Sign up on the rolling bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or  

• Send an email to blsny05@gmail.com or  

• Call 585-233-1010.  

 

Please indicate the total number of tickets you wish to purchase. Since 

there are a limited number of seats, tickets are first come, first served. 

Signup and payment are due by July 5th.  

 

 

 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS & DEADLINES 
 

The office will be closed each Friday between July 8 and August 26, 

unless noted otherwise. 

 

Vicki will be out of the office the following days this Summer: 

• Noon on Thursday July 7th through Tuesday July 12th. 

• Monday, August 1st, through Tuesday, August 9th. She will be in 
the office on Friday August 12th. 

 

Submissions for the July 10th bulletin and News in the Pews are due by 

9:00 am on Tuesday July 5th.  

Submissions for the July 31st and August 7th bulletin and News in the 

Pews must be received by 9:00 am on Tuesday, July 26th.  

 

 

 

 

SUMMER HOLY COMMUNION  

 
Summer Holy Communion will be celebrated on July10th & August 7th. If anyone 

desires home-bound Communion during the summer, please contact Vicki Sherry at 

585-223-0224; vsherry.ucc@gmail.com. 
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SOME BIG THANK YOUS 
 

A BIG THANK YOU goes to Brian Sherry for coordinating our Canal Days 

Parking Fundraiser and to all those who volunteered to help make Canal Days 

Parking a successful fundraising event. Our church raised $6,807.00 

 

A BIG THANK YOU goes to Heather Watras, Susan Jay, Michele Bowersox, 

member of the Chancel Choir, and guest musicians for providing excellent and 

inspiring music throughout the year. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU goes to the Rev. Hodong Hwang for his willingness to serve 

as our Sabbatical Interim Minister during the month of July. 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER — TIME TO STAND AND STARE 
 

What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows. 

 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 

 Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.  

No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like skies at night. 

 

No time to turn at Beauty’s glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

Enrich that smile her eyes began. 

 

A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

—“Leisure,” W.H. Davies 
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ADVENT HOUSE 
 

The 30th Annual Advent House Charity Golf Tournament will be held on Friday, September 16, 2022 at 

Victor Hills Country Club. Please consider gathering a group of golfing friends and register to participate 

in this always fun event to support the work of Advent House. See the poster on the Community Bulletin 

Board in Fellowship Hall. If questions or more information is needed, call Advent House at 223-6112. 
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LIGHT THE NIGHT 
 

Thanks to Bing and Cathy Steffen for “lighting the night” throughout the month of 

June. 

 

Thank you to Jerry and Lois Evans for keeping the steeple lights burning bright 

throughout the month of July. 

 

Thank you to Joan Rogers for keeping the steeple lights burning bright throughout 

the month of August in memory of Maureen Kenney. 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

   Mary Lou Woodhouse 

Marge Meyer 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deadline for the  

September issue of the  

Epistle Newsletter is 

August 18, 2022 
(The Third Thursday) 

 

 

  

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Frequently our church will take photos or videos of members, including children and youth, involved in church related 
activities. These photos and videos may be used in church-produced publications, on our website or on social media 
including but not limited to Facebook. If you do not wish to have photos or videos of yourself or your child used, please see 
Vicki Sherry in the church office to sign an exclusion form. 
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The Epistle is printed once a month 

by the First Congregational United 

Church of Christ, 26 East Church St. 

Fairport, New York, 14450 

 

Office Phone:      585-223-0224 

Pastor’s Phone:    585-223-8172 

Fax:    585-223-4264  

E-mail:  vsherry.ucc@gmail.com 

Webpage:  fairportucc.org 

 

Church Service Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Church Office Hours:  9:00-3:30 

Monday through Friday (Monday-Thursday in July and August) 

 

 

Rev. Gregory J. Rupright, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. John N. Cedarleaf, Pastor Emeritus 

Administrative Assistant:  Vicki Sherry 

Organist:  Beatrice Benedict 

Director of Music Ministries:  Heather Watras 

Wedding Coordinator:  Betty Shamblen 

Sunday School Teachers: Adrianna Kremer  

and Michaela Sherry 

 

 

Our mission is to love God by serving others in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

Our vision directs all our work: United in Christ's love, to be 

a blessing to our church and to our neighbors. 

 

 
 

 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

26 East Church Street 

Fairport, NY, 14450 

 

 


