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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST   
26 E. Church St., Fairport, NY 

 
Our mission is to love God by serving others in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Our vision directs all our work: United in Christ’s love, to be a blessing 
to our church and to our neighbors. 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – HOLY COMMUNION 

 
December 5, 2021                    9:30 AM 
 
Bold Print: Congregational Response. Whether you are present in the sanctuary or worshipping from home, 

please feel free to speak aloud the Bold Print: Congregational Response. 
* Please stand if you are able. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No matter who you are, or where you find yourself right now on life’s journey, you are always 
welcome in God’s presence. You are a beloved child of God. God loves you, and as a church now 
gathered here and in each of our homes, we love you too. 

 
PRELUDE     “Once He Came in Blessing”           J. S. Bach 
 
CENTERING THOUGHT 

“Peace is not the product of terror or fear. Peace is not the silence of cemeteries. Peace is not the result 
of violent repression. Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all. Peace is 
dynamism. Peace is generosity. It is right and duty.”           ~ Oscar A. Romero, El Salvadoran archbishop 

  
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE           Led by Susan & John Jay 
  
*ADVENT HYMN    “Prepare the Way, O Zion”        #106 
                     
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

How can we stand in the presence of God? Let us confess those places where we need to grow to 
prepare for Christ to come into our lives. 
God of the loving heart, we confess before you those places in our hearts where we have refused 
you entrance:  people we have refused to love; habits we never get around to changing; good 
things we have left undone; and ways in which we hurt you, ourselves, and others.  
Come to us in the light of your Christ. Shine on those places we have hidden from you. Show us 
new ways to live. Sweep clean the rooms of our hearts, that Christ may find a home among us. 
Be known among us now and forever! Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 
 
A FAVORITE CHRISTMAS CAROL  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”       #123 
      (Congregation sings verses 1 & 5 only.) 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  Malachi 3:1-4          Bob Gabbey 
      Word of God, word of promise. 
      Thanks be to God! 
 
SOLO      "Softly"       Words & Music by Will Todd 
      Heather Watras, soprano 
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GOSPEL READING    Luke 3:1-6      Pastor Greg Rupright 
 
INTERGENERATIONAL MESSAGE  “Getting from One Place to Another”   Pastor Greg Rupright 
                    and Crista Deniz 
   
JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 
       
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, PRAYER OF DEDICATION & OUR LORD’S PRAYER  

Prayers of the People  
Our Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, holy is your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
ADVENT COMMUNION LITURGY 
 
INVITATION TO CHRIST’S OPEN TABLE 

As we come to this table, we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ, a banquet prepared for 
everyone.  All who seek to be nourished and sustained in the journey of faith,  
all who seek wholeness and compassionate paths to peace and justice, are welcome here.   
All you have to do to eat at our Savior’s table is to be hungry. 

 
*COMMUNION PRAYER 

God is with us.  
We lift up our hearts to God as we lift our hearts in prayer. 
Let us give thanks to God.  
It is good to give God thanks and praise.  
Let us pray:   
Blessed are you, Breath of Peace, Giver of All Life, Source of Love that knows no boundaries.  
Your song of wisdom rang out before the world began; throughout the ages, your song of liberation has 
impregnanted us with your hope for a world where:  those considered last and least are first and most; 
violence is overcome by the power of your ancient love; and, all people work together for peace.  
You bring our longings to birth, and send prophets to awaken us to your approaching Advent among us. 
We thank you for those who, like Mary, have the strength and courage to give birth to your love in the 
world; for those who, like the shepherds, dare to seek out the Child of Bethlehem; for those who, like the 
wise ones, actively challenge violent and oppressive powers.  
We praise you that your Everlasting Light is shown to us in womb and tomb, in cradle and cross, in 
tenderness and compassion. We join in singing the Advent prayer of all your people,  
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.   
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Isarel!  Amen. 

 
BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

At this time, we remember Jesus, who on the night before he died, took bread, gave God thanks, broke 
it, and said, “Take and eat. This is my body which is broken for you. Whenever you do this, remember 
me.” Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, saying, “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you and many for the forgiveness of sins; remember me.”   
Let us pray in one voice for the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Gracious God, Breath of Peace, Source of Love, we pray for your Holy Spirit. Make us, while many, 
one. Make us, though broken, whole. Make us, despite death, alive. And so we pray: Come, Holy 
Spirit, come.  Amen.  
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SHARING OF THE MEAL 

Let us eat and drink together for our strengthening in the faith, and for the sake of the world. 
 
 

Communion Instructions 
 

• As you come forward (via the center aisle) to receive Communion, please maintain physical distance 
from the person in front of you. 

• The Communion elements (bread and juice) will be in individual cups for you to take - please do your 
best to only touch the elements that you take.  
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE USE GLUTEN-FREE BREAD & UNFERMENTED FRUIT OF THE VINE. 

• Please wait until you return to your seat (via the side aisles) to consume your Communion elements. 
• At the end of the worship service, please assist our ushers by disposing of your own Communion 

cups/wrappers in the waste baskets provided as you depart the Sanctuary. 
 

For those with physical limitations, if you would like to receive Communion but are not able to come forward 
and carry the elements back to your seat, please let one of the ushers know so that the elements may be 
brought to you in your pew. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

Since God has fed us at our Savior’s Table, let us praise God’s holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving. 
Let us pray:  
We thank you, God, for breaking into our world and pouring into our lives and our experiences. 
We thank you, God, for this meal of thanksgiving and the stories of love, grace, and hope that it 
tells. In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.  

 
*HYMN OF PEACE    “Let There Be Peace on Earth”       (page 4 of bulletin) 
 
*COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE     “The Lord Will Come and not be slow”             arr. Richard Warner 
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Donor      Dedication 
 
Judy Baxter  In Memory of George Baxter 

Sandy and Dave Conrad In Memory of Parents 

Lois and Jerry Evans    In Honor of Our Family 

Jan Hecker      In Memory of John Hecker 

Mary Jane Jones In Memory of Doug Jones 

Barb Law      In Memory of David Law 

Meg Lizzio In Memory of  Margaret Tuttle 

Pat and Bill May In Memory of Sean May and  

 in Honor of Oliver and Matt May 

Dave and Pat Mosher    In Honor of Loved Ones 

Barb Roscoe     In Memory of Bill Roscoe 

Lynn and Joe Charles    In Memory of Tim Sattora  

Irene and Wade Utter   In Memory of Daniel Utter 
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NEWS IN THE PEWS 
December 5, 2021 

 
REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS: Joan Bigelow; Family of John Wynd including Diana and Steve Smith; Michael 
Capobianco; Gilbert Slocum; Betsey Snipes; Grace Stoneham; Marilyn Barge; Joseph; Dick Shaw; Diana 
DeBruycker; Hank Ralston; George Mangles; Lori Taylor; Lisa Ristau; Dawn Harris Goodwin; Maxwell Barbato; 
Barb Law; Nursing Homes & Shut-ins: Marge Meyer and Mary Lou Woodhouse. 
 
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY: Ushers are David Coon and Pat May; Sound System Operator is Jim 
Franzen; Fellowship Time is hosted by the Board of Deacons; Our “Welcomers” today are John and Beth 
Quattrociocchi. 
 
EPISTLE DEADLINE:  The deadline for the next Epistle Newsletter is 9 AM on Thursday December 16. 
 
SPECIAL ADVENT FELLOWSHIP TIME:  Today there will be a Special Advent Fellowship Time immediately 
following this Service. We thank the Board of Deacons for hosting this event and providing Christmas goodies 
for everyone and Advent calendars for our Sunday School. Also, if you or your Church Board is interested in 
hosting the Fellowship Time, please sign-up on the sheet posted in the Fellowship Hall rolling board.  
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES: If you or your family wish to light the Advent Candles during the Worship 
Service on December 12, please sign-up on the rolling bulletin board.  

WORSHIP & APPLAUSE: Music in our sanctuary is worship. To preserve the sense of worship, we request that 
there not be applause following music selections. Instead of applause, please feel free to thank members of the 
Chancel Choir, soloists, and musicians following the Service. 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING:  Our annual financial meeting will be held on Sunday, December 12th, 
immediately following the worship service. The budget for 2022 will be discussed and voted on. Please plan to 
attend. 
 
WINTER COAT DRIVE:  The House of Mercy has an urgent need for Men's coats and other winter wear (hats 
gloves, boots ,scarves, etc.) Women’s coats are also needed. Please bring donations to the church from now 
until December 19th.  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC WORSHIP SERVICE:  We are planning an intergenerational special music worship service 
for the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19. We would love to have all of our youth participate, as well as 
any others who are interested. We have roles for musicians and non-musicians too! The service will include a 
variety of vocal and instrumental soloists and small ensembles, interspersed with scripture readings, poems, and 
prayers in the spirit of the Advent/Christmas season. Sign up on the rolling bulletin board or by clicking this link: 
https://forms.gle/sKYaCaX4KwH9kn658. Please note - there will be two rehearsals for this special service: One 
on Sunday, December 12 directly following worship and one on Saturday, December 18 at 9:00 AM. Please 
contact Heather Watras (hawatras@gmail.com) or Stacey Mulley (staceymulley@yahoo.com) with questions. 
 
HILLSIDE SPECIAL SANTA DEADLINE:  Thank you to everyone who took an ornament or two from the Hillside 
tree. The deadline for returning the gifts is Dec. 12th. Please return the gifts with a gift bag or wrapping paper, 
but do not wrap the gift. If you have questions about the gift request, call Paula Dickson at 223-8935. 
 
FROM THE BOARD OF MISSIONS & OUTREACH: The Rochester Refugee Resettlement Service (RRRS) is 
preparing at least six houses for Afghan refugees. They need money. If you can contribute, send your checks to 
the church, and we will combine them along with money from the Board of Missions and send it to the RRRS. If 
you can volunteer to assist the refugees please let RRRS know by going to 
https://www.rochesterrefugeeservices.org/volunteer/ 
 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS:  The food shelf is not doing Christmas baskets this year. They are asking for donations 
to their nonperishable food collection.  

https://forms.gle/sKYaCaX4KwH9kn658
https://www.rochesterrefugeeservices.org/volunteer/
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ANNUAL YOUTH GROUP REUNION & CHRISTMAS PARTY: The date is Thursday, December 23, 7:00-10:00 
p.m., in the basement classroom. Come for the whole time or just for a while. Reconnect with your former youth 
group friends and with Karen Hamill. She would love to see all of her former students. This party is open to all 
current and former Youth Group members. There will be an optional Christmas gift exchange. Bring a canned 
good or paper product for the Food Shelf. Enjoy FRIENDS, FOOD & FUN 
 
OFFERING:  Our offerings and pledges may be placed in the baskets inside the door to Fellowship Hall or by 
the front entrance or may be mailed into the church. Thank you for your generous support of our church.  
 
THE CONGREGATION'S HELP IS NEEDED to fill volunteer positions for the 2021-2022 Church Program Year, 
which begins on June 1st. Please consider your ability to serve on Church Council as Assistant Moderator, or 
as a member of the Board of Family Ministries, Membership, Memorial Committee, Publicity, or Trustees. 
 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP:  Printed bulletins will be available to all worshipers upon entering the sanctuary. If you 
wish, the bulletin can still be accessed via the QR code on your hand-held device or printed at home from the 
attachment to the weekly email. All unvaccinated persons must wear masks and practice social distancing. We 
also respect those who wish to continue wearing a mask. There will not be any prayer request cards in the pews. 
If you have a prayer request, please email it to Pastor Greg at revgregrup.ucc@gmail.com by 8:00am on Sunday. 
You can view the virtual Worship Service on Facebook Live at https://www.facebook.com/First-
Congregational-United-Church-of-Christ-Fairport-NY-174043249305098/. An audio Worship Service will be 
recorded and downloaded to our church’s website each Monday. If any member of your household tests positive 
for COVID-19, less than 14 days from their last time in the church, it is imperative that you contact Pastor Greg 
(revgregrup.ucc@gmail.com) right away.  
 
PERINTON FOOD SHELF needs include juice boxes (6 to 8 box packs); Lipton Noodle Soup; Stew (24 oz); 
Knorr pouches; Bear Creek pouches; Suddenly Salad; Hamburger Helper; Tuna Helper; bags of chips or 
pretzels; popcorn; and deodorant. 
 
LIGHT THE NIGHT:  Thank you to Dave and Pat Mosher for lighting the night in December in honor of loved 
ones. 
 
THIS WEEK IN THE CHURCH 
Tuesday: 
12:00 PM Rochester Herb Society 
4:30 PM Board of Deacons 
6:00 PM Board of Missions 
Wednesday: 
7:00 PM Worship Ministries (SR) 
7:00 PM Board of Membership (FH) 

Thursday: 
7:00 PM New Life AA (SR) 
 
Birthdays: 
December 6:  Andrew Giorgi, Laura Barbato 
December 7:  Nicole Cedarleaf, Sarah Reeder 
December 9:  Beth Quattrociocchi 

 
Rev. Gregory J. Rupright, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. John N. Cedarleaf, Pastor Emeritus 
Beatrice Benedict, Organist 

Heather Watras, Director of Music Ministries 
Vicki Sherry, Administrative Assistant 

Cheryl Overs, Business Manager 
Christian Copyright Licensing International #2320160 

Phone:  585-223-0224; Website:  fairportucc.org 
Office email:  vsherry.ucc@gmail.com 

 

Frequently our church will take photos or videos of members, including children and youth, involved in church related activities. 
These photos and videos may be used in church-produced publications, on our website or on social media including but not 
limited to Facebook. If you do not wish to have photos or videos of yourself or your child used, please see Vicki Sherry in the 
church office to sign an exclusion form. 
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