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We are forgiven our sin nature and sins 
because the substitutionary atonement of 
Christ. We are made holy and acceptable to 
God by the substitutionary atonement of 
Christ. Negatively, sin is punished by the 
cross. Positively, the righteousness of Christ is 
credited to us. We are holy because God 
counts us as holy because of what Christ did 
for us.



Salvation is wholly the work of God alone for 
our benefit. It encompasses His work for us 
from eternity past to eternity future. We can 
add nothing to it or take nothing from it. It is 
not a cooperative effort with God, but 
completely from Him. All of it.

On the other hand, our practical holiness 
in life (sanctification) is one in which we 
cooperate and contribute by obedience to 
the Word and to the Holy Spirit.



Colossians 1:12-14
12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of his holy people in the 
kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued 
us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son 
he loves, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.



1 John 2:15-17
 15 Do not love the world nor the things 
in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world. 17 The 
world is passing away, and also its lusts; 
but the one who does the will of God 
lives forever.



The question of whether it can be 
determined if a person is a Christian or 
not based on observable good works or 
lack thereof is grounded in the idea that 
a person is transformed by the new 
birth. This is only partially true. The 
believer has resources and a new nature

BUT
They still have the old nature to contend 
with . . . 



Romans 7:14 – 8:1
14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, 
but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to 
sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not 
understand; for I am not practicing what 
I would like to do, but I am doing the 
very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very 
thing I do not want to do, I agree with the 
Law, confessing that the Law is good. 
17 So now, no longer am I the one doing 
it, but sin which dwells in me. 



18 For I know that nothing good dwells 
in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing 
is present in me, but the doing of the 
good is not. 19 For the good that I want, 
I do not do, but I practice the very evil 
that I do not want. 20 But if I am doing 
the very thing I do not want, I am no 
longer the one doing it, but sin which 
dwells in me.



21 I find then the principle that evil is 
present in me, the one who wants to do 
good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the 
law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see 
a different law in the members of my 
body, waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin which is in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set 
me free from the body of this death? 



25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, on the one 
hand I myself with my mind am serving 
the law of God, but on the other, with my 
flesh the law of sin.

8:1 Therefore there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 



1 Corinthians 6:14-18
14 Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness 
and wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with 
darkness? 15 What harmony is there 
between Christ and Belial? Or what does 
a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there 
between the temple of God and idols? For 
we are the temple of the living God. 



As God has said:
“I will live with them
    and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
    and they will be my people.”
17 Therefore,
“Come out from them
    and be separate,
says the Lord.
Touch no unclean thing,
    and I will receive you.”



18 And,
“I will be a Father to you,
    and you will be my sons and 
daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.”



Philippians 2:14-16
 14 Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing; 15 so that you will prove 
yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 
children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you appear as 
lights in the world, 16 holding fast the 
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
will have reason to glory because I did not 
run in vain nor toil in vain.



Galatians 5:13-25
13 For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom 
into an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14 For 
the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in 
the statement, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite 
and devour one another, take care that 
you are not consumed by one another.



16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 
not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For 
the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in 
opposition to one another, so that you may 
not do the things that you please. 18 But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under 
the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are 
evident, which are: immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, factions, 



21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and 
things like these, of which I forewarn you, 
just as I have forewarned you, that those who 
practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. 
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
walk by the Spirit. 


