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The Principle of Christian Liberty
Romans 6:12

All things are lawful for me, but not all 
things are profitable. All things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be mastered 
by anything. 

1 Corinthians 10:23
All things are lawful, but not all things 
are profitable. All things are lawful, but 

not all things edify.



Ephesians 5:18
And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is dissipation, but be filled with the 
Spirit,



1 Timothy 3:2-3
2 An overseer, then, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, prudent, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted 
to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 
peaceable, free from the love of money.



1 Timothy 3:8
Deacons likewise must be dignified, not 
two-faced, not given to excessive 
drinking, not greedy for gain, 



Titus 1:7
For the overseer must be above reproach 
as God’s steward, not self-willed, not 
quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, 
not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,



Titus 2:3
Older women likewise are to be reverent 
in their behavior, not malicious gossips 
nor enslaved to much wine, teaching 
what is good,



1 Corinthians 8
1 Now concerning things sacrificed to 
idols, we know that we all have 
knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, 
but love edifies. 2 If anyone supposes that 
he knows anything, he has not yet known 
as he ought to know; 3 but if anyone 
loves God, he is known by Him.
4 Therefore concerning the eating of 
things sacrificed to idols, we know that



there is no such thing as an idol in the 
world, and that there is no God but one. 
5 For even if there are so-called gods 
whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed 
there are many gods and many lords, 
6 yet for us there is but one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and we 
exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we 
exist through Him.



7 However not all men have this 
knowledge; but some, being accustomed 
to the idol until now, eat food as if it were 
sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience 
being weak is defiled. 8 But food will not 
commend us to God; we are neither the 
worse if we do not eat, nor the better if 
we do eat. 9 But take care that this 
liberty of yours does not somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak. 



10 For if someone sees you, who have 
knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, 
will not his conscience, if he is weak, be 
strengthened to eat things sacrificed to 
idols? 11 For through your knowledge he 
who is weak is ruined, the brother for 
whose sake Christ died. 12 And so, by 
sinning against the brethren and 
wounding their conscience when it is 
weak, you sin against Christ. 



13 Therefore, if food causes my brother 
to stumble, I will never eat meat again, 
so that I will not cause my brother to 
stumble.



1 Corinthians 10:14-33
14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from 
idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men; you 
judge what I say. 16 Is not the cup of 
blessing which we bless a sharing in the 
blood of Christ? Is not the bread which 
we break a sharing in the body of 
Christ? 17 Since there is one bread, we 
who are many are one body; for we all 
partake of the one bread. 



18 Look at the nation Israel; are not 
those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the 
altar? 19 What do I mean then? That a 
thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or 
that an idol is anything? 20 No, but I say 
that the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and 
not to God; and I do not want you to 
become sharers in demons. 



21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord 
and the cup of demons; you cannot 
partake of the table of the Lord and the 
table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke 
the Lord to jealousy? We are not 
stronger than He, are we? 23 All things 
are lawful, but not all things are 
profitable. All things are lawful, but not 
all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his 
own good, but that of his neighbor. 



25 Eat anything that is sold in the meat 
market without asking questions for 
conscience’ sake; 26 for the earth is the 
Lord’s, and all it contains. 27 If one of 
the unbelievers invites you and you want 
to go, eat anything that is set before you 
without asking questions for conscience’ 
sake. 



28 But if anyone says to you, “This is 
meat sacrificed to idols,” do not eat it, 
for the sake of the one who informed you, 
and for conscience’ sake; 29 I mean not 
your own conscience, but the other 
man’s; for why is my freedom judged by 
another’s conscience? 30 If I partake 
with thankfulness, why am I slandered 
concerning that for which I give thanks?



31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God. 32 Give no offense either to Jews 
or to Greeks or to the church of God; 
33 just as I also please all men in all 
things, not seeking my own profit but the 
profit of the many, so that they may be 
saved.



Romans 14
 1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, 
without quarreling over disputable 
matters. 2 One person’s faith allows 
them to eat anything, but another, whose 
faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The 
one who eats everything must not treat 
with contempt the one who does not, and 
the one who does not eat everything must 
not judge the one who does, for God has 
accepted them. 



4 Who are you to judge someone else’s 
servant? To their own master, servants 
stand or fall. And they will stand, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand.
5 One person considers one day more 
sacred than another; another considers 
every day alike. Each of them should be 
fully convinced in their own mind. 
6 Whoever regards one day as special 
does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat



does so to the Lord, for they give thanks 
to God; and whoever abstains does so to 
the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For 
none of us lives for ourselves alone, and 
none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If 
we live, we live for the Lord; and if we 
die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we 
live or die, we belong to the Lord. 



9 For this very reason, Christ died and 
returned to life so that he might be the 
Lord of both the dead and the living.
10 You, then, why do you judge your 
brother or sister? Or why do you treat 
them with contempt? For we will all 
stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It 
is written:
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
    



every tongue will acknowledge God.’”
12 So then, each of us will give an 
account of ourselves to God.
13 Therefore let us stop passing 
judgment on one another. Instead, make 
up your mind not to put any stumbling 
block or obstacle in the way of a brother 
or sister. 14 I am convinced, being fully 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that 
nothing is unclean in itself. 



But if anyone regards something as 
unclean, then for that person it is 
unclean. 15 If your brother or sister is 
distressed because of what you eat, you 
are no longer acting in love. Do not by 
your eating destroy someone for whom 
Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what 
you know is good be spoken of as evil. 



17 For the kingdom of God is not a 
matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves 
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and 
receives human approval.
19 Let us therefore make every effort to 
do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification. 



20 Do not destroy the work of God for 
the sake of food. All food is clean, but it 
is wrong for a person to eat anything 
that causes someone else to stumble. 21 It 
is better not to eat meat or drink wine or 
to do anything else that will cause your 
brother or sister to fall.
22 So whatever you believe about these 
things keep between yourself and God. 



Blessed is the one who does not condemn 
himself by what he approves. 23 But 
whoever has doubts is condemned if they 
eat, because their eating is not from 
faith; and everything that does not come 
from faith is sin.



Acts 15
1 Some men came down from Judea and 
began teaching the brethren, “Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom 
of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And 
when Paul and Barnabas had great 
dissension and debate with them, the 
brethren determined that Paul and 
Barnabas and some others of them 
should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles 
and elders concerning this issue. 



4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they 
were received by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they 
reported all that God had done with 
them. 5 But some of the sect of the 
Pharisees who had believed stood up, 
saying, “It is necessary to circumcise 
them and to direct them to observe the 
Law of Moses.”



6 The apostles and the elders came 
together to look into this matter. 7 After 
there had been much debate, Peter stood 
up and said to them,  . . . 10 Now 
therefore why do you put God to the test 
by placing upon the neck of the disciples 
a yoke which neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? 11 But we 
believe that we are saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way 
as they also are.”



. . . 13 After they had stopped speaking, 
James answered, saying, “Brethren, 
listen to me.  . . . 19 Therefore it is my 
judgment that we do not trouble those 
who are turning to God from among the 
Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them 
that they abstain from things 
contaminated by idols and from 
fornication and from what is strangled 
and from blood. 



. . . 28 “For it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these essentials: 
29 that you abstain from things 
sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
from things strangled and from 
fornication; if you keep yourselves free 
from such things, you will do well.




