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The Overarching Principle of Christian 
Liberty

Romans 6:12
All things are lawful for me, but not all 
things are profitable. All things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be mastered 
by anything. 



The Scriptures give warnings about 
alcohol

Proverbs 20:1
Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler;
    whoever is led astray by them is not   
    wise.



Proverbs 21:17
Whoever loves pleasure will become 
poor; whoever loves wine and olive oil 
will never be rich.



The Scriptures also point to wine being a 
blessing from God



Psalm 104:14,15
 
He makes grass grow for the cattle,
    and plants for people to cultivate—
    bringing forth food from the earth:
 
wine that gladdens human hearts,
    oil to make their faces shine,
    and bread that sustains their hearts.



Isaiah 25:6-8

6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty 
will prepare a feast of rich food for all 
peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the 
best of meats and the finest of wines.
7 On this mountain he will destroy the 
shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet 
that covers all nations; 



8 he will swallow up death forever.
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the 
tears from all faces; he will remove his 
people’s disgrace from all the earth.
The Lord has spoken.



Drinking alcohol was a prescribed part 
of worship in the Old Testament



Deuteronomy 14:
22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that 
your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the 
tithe of your grain, new wine and olive 
oil, and the firstborn of your herds and 
flocks in the presence of the Lord your 
God at the place he will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name, so that you may 
learn to revere the Lord your God 
always.



24 But if that place is too distant and you 
have been blessed by the Lord your God 
and cannot carry your tithe (because the 
place where the Lord will choose to put 
his Name is so far away), 25 then 
exchange your tithe for silver, and take 
the silver with you and go to the place 
the Lord your God will choose. 



26 Use the silver to buy whatever you 
like: cattle, sheep, wine or other 
fermented drink, or anything you wish. 
Then you and your household shall eat 
there in the presence of the Lord your 
God and rejoice. 



What about the Nazarite vow and the 
holiness associated with abstaining from 
wine? 



What is the most prominent Church 
issue behind much of the discussion in 
the New Testament about Christian 
liberty and drinking wine?



Acts 15
1 Some men came down from Judea and 
began teaching the brethren, “Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom 
of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And 
when Paul and Barnabas had great 
dissension and debate with them, the 
brethren determined that Paul and 
Barnabas and some others of them 
should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles 
and elders concerning this issue. 



4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they 
were received by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they 
reported all that God had done with 
them. 5 But some of the sect of the 
Pharisees who had believed stood up, 
saying, “It is necessary to circumcise 
them and to direct them to observe the 
Law of Moses.”



6 The apostles and the elders came 
together to look into this matter. 7 After 
there had been much debate, Peter stood 
up and said to them,  . . . 10 Now 
therefore why do you put God to the test 
by placing upon the neck of the disciples 
a yoke which neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? 11 But we 
believe that we are saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way 
as they also are.”



. . . 13 After they had stopped speaking, 
James answered, saying, “Brethren, 
listen to me.  . . . 19 Therefore it is my 
judgment that we do not trouble those 
who are turning to God from among the 
Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them 
that they abstain from things 
contaminated by idols and from 
fornication and from what is strangled 
and from blood. 



. . . 28 “For it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these essentials: 
29 that you abstain from things 
sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
from things strangled and from 
fornication; if you keep yourselves free 
from such things, you will do well.




