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Primary Definition:

“To Change the Mind”

μετάνοια, μετανοίας, ἡ (μετανοέω), 
to change one’s mind. (A Manual Greek 
Lexicon of the New Testament, G. Abbott-
Smith, p. 287)



Passages that appear to teach the 
necessity of repentance for salvation



2 Corinthians 7:10
10 For the sorrow that is according to the 
will of God produces a repentance 
without regret, leading to salvation, but 
the sorrow of the world produces death.



When God makes you feel sorry enough 
to turn to him and be saved, you don’t 
have anything to feel bad about. But 
when this world makes you feel sorry, it 
can cause your death. (Contemporary 
English Version)
 



Godly sadness produces a changed heart 
and life that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regrets, but sorrow under the 
influence of the world produces death.
(Common English Bible)



For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of: but the 
sorrow of the world worketh death. 
(King James Version)
 



What does the Context Reveal?



5 For even when we came 
into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but 
we were afflicted on every side: conflicts 
without, fears within. 6 But God, who 
comforts the depressed, comforted us by 
the coming of Titus; 7 and not only by 
his coming, but also by the comfort with 
which he was comforted in you, as he 
reported to us your longing, 



your mourning, your zeal for me; so that 
I rejoiced even more. 8 For though 
I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do 
not regret it; though I did regret it—for I 
see that that letter caused you sorrow, 
though only for a while— 9 I now 
rejoice, not that you were made 
sorrowful, but that you were made 
sorrowful to the point of repentance; for 
you were made sorrowful according



to the will of God, so that you might not 
suffer loss in anything through 
us. 10 For the sorrow that is according 
to the will of God produces 
a repentance without regret, leading to 
salvation, but the sorrow of the world 
produces death. 11 For behold what 
earnestness this very thing, this godly 
sorrow, has produced in you: what 
vindication of yourselves, what



indignation, what fear, what longing, 
what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In 
everything you demonstrated yourselves 
to be innocent in the matter. 12 So 
although I wrote to you, it was not for the 
sake of the offender nor for the sake of 
the one offended, but that your 
earnestness on our behalf might be made 
known to you in the sight of God. 13 For 
this reason we have been comforted.  



Repentance is not self-generated



Acts 11:17-18
17 Therefore if God gave to them the 
same gift as He gave to us also after 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could stand in God’s 
way?” 18 When they heard this, 
they quieted down and glorified God, 
saying, “Well then, God has granted to 
the Gentiles also the repentance that 
leads to life.”
 



Repentance is Behavior and 
Relationship Oriented: to God 
and to Others



In many cases, repentance as a 
concept is analogous to confession



James 5:16
Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another so 
that you may be healed. The effective 
prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much.
 



1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.
 


