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What is an Apostle?



Romans 1:1-15
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to 
be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who 
was descended from David according to 
the flesh 4 and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the



Spirit of holiness by his resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5 through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations, 6 including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ,



7 To all those in Rome who are loved by 
God and called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for all of you, because your faith 
is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God 
is my witness, whom I serve with my 
spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I mention you



10 always in my prayers, asking that 
somehow by God's will I may now at last 
succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to 
see you, that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that 
is, that we may be mutually encouraged 
by each other's faith, both yours and 
mine. 



13 I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap 
some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am 
under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome.



The Backdrop to Apostleship



Luke 6:12-13
12 One of those days Jesus went out to 
a mountainside to pray, and spent the 
night praying to God. 13 When 
morning came, he called his disciples 
to him and chose twelve of them, 
whom he also designated apostles: 



 Hebrews 2:1-4
For this reason we must pay much 
closer attention to what we have heard, 
so that we do not drift away from it. 
2 For if the word spoken through 
angels proved unalterable, and every 
transgression and disobedience 
received a just penalty, 



3 how will we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation? After it was at the 
first spoken through the Lord, it was 
confirmed to us by those who heard, 
4 God also testifying with them, both 
by signs and wonders and by various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit 
according to His own will.



Acts 2:42-43
42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles.



Acts 5:12-13
12 The apostles performed many signs 
and wonders among the people. And 
all the believers used to meet together 
in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one 
else dared join them, even though they 
were highly regarded by the people.



1 Corinthians 9:1
Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? 
Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are 
you not the result of my work in the 
Lord?



Ephesians 2:19-21
19 Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also 
members of his household, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the 
whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord.



Ephesians 4:11-12
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up



2 Peter 3:2
I want you to recall the words spoken 
in the past by the holy prophets and 
the command given by our Lord and 
Savior through your apostles.




