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Many ancient errors still plague the 
Church:

Adoptionism
Apollinarianism
Arianism
Docetism
Ebionitism
 



Gnosticism
Kenotic error
Marcionism
Modalism
Monarchianism
Monophysitism
Nestorianism
Patripassionism
Pelagianism
Semi-Pelagianism



Socinianism
Subordinationism
Tritheism

And this list is not exhaustive or 
complete, only representative!



Although all these errors and heresies 
still exist in various froms, the errors I 
see most often are Arianism, 
Pelagianism, and Semi-Pelagianism.  
We will look briefly at the last two as 
the first predominates in American 
culture and the second is widely 
represented in American churches.



The atheist raising the question is 
actually arguing for the existence of 
God.
How can one raise the issue of evil if 
God does not exist? A moral Lawgiver 
must be assumed. To use the word 
“evil” implies something morally 
superior exists.



Pelagianism

Pelagius (360-418 A.D.) was a teacher 
in Rome who taught:

Man is essentially good and not 
tainted by the fall of Adam.

Man has the ability to obey God and 
earn salvation.



It denies the need of Christ and His 
sacrifice for salvation.

This heresy was opposed by Augustine 
of Hippo (354-430 A.D.) and 
condemned at the Councils of  
Carthage, Ephesus, Orange, Trent and 
all major Confessons and Creeds, etc.
This view is widely represented in 
American culture and liberal churches



Semi-Pelagianism
This view is widely disseminated in 
various forms in Evangelicalism with a 
primary focus on the nature of man. 

Man is not born good, but he is only 
spiritually sick. 

There is no accountability for sin until 
an age of accountability or knowledge 
of sin and righteousness.

 
 



Those who die in infancy or in some 
stages of childhood are saved, having 
committed no sin.
Man can choose God and redemption 
without the immediate enabling of 
God



Psalm 51:5

Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me.
 



Ephesians 2:1-5
And you were dead in your 
trespasses and sins, 2 in which 
you formerly walked according to 
the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, 
of the spirit that is now working 
in the sons of disobedience.



3 Among them we too all formerly 
lived in the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the 
rest. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which 
He loved us, 



5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved) 



Romans 3:10-12
as it is written,
“There is none righteous, not even 
one; 11 There is none who 
understands, There is none who 
seeks for God; 12 All have turned 
aside, together they have become 
useless; There is none who does good,�
There is not even one.” 




