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God is merciful and slow to judge, 
giving abundant time for people to 

willingly turn to Him



Leviticus 18: 24-30
 “You are not to defile yourselves by 
doing any of these things, since all of 
these nations that I’m casting out 
before you have defiled themselves this 
way. 25 The land has been defiled, so I 
brought the punishment of its iniquity 
to it. As a result, the land is vomiting 
out its inhabitants. 26 “Therefore, keep 
my statutes and ordinances. You are not



to do any of these detestable things—
this applies to the native born and the 
resident alien who lives among you
— 27 because the inhabitants of the 
land did all of these detestable things 
and by doing so defiled the land before 
you. 28 So you are not to let the land 
vomit you up because of your 
uncleanness as it is vomiting the nations 
that were here before you. 29 Anyone



who does any of these detestable things
—whoever the person may be—is to be 
eliminated from contact with his 
people. 30 Therefore, keep my 
injunctions so that you won’t practice 
these detestable things that have been 
done before you, and so that you won’t 
be defiled in them. I am the Lord.” 



Judges 2
1 Now the angel of the Lord came up 
from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I 
brought you up out of Egypt and led 
you into the land which I have sworn to 
your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never 
break My covenant with you, 2 and as 
for you, you shall make no covenant 
with the inhabitants of this land; you 
shall tear down their altars.’
 



But you have not obeyed Me; what is 
this you have done? 3 Therefore I also 
said, ‘I will not drive them out before 
you; but they will become as thorns in 
your sides and their gods will be a snare 
to you.’” 4 When the angel of the 
Lord spoke these words to all the sons 
of Israel, the people lifted up their 
voices and wept. 5 So they named that 
place Bochim; and there they sacrificed



to the Lord.  6 When Joshua had 
dismissed the people, the sons of Israel 
went each to his inheritance to possess 
the land. 7 The people served the Lord
 all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders who survived Joshua, who 
had seen all the great work of the Lord 
which He had done for Israel. 8 Then 
Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the Lord, died at the age of one



hundred and ten. 9 And they buried 
him in the territory of his inheritance in 
Timnath-heres, in the hill country of 
Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 10 All 
that generation also were gathered to 
their fathers; and there arose another 
generation after them who did not 
know the Lord, nor yet the work which 
He had done for Israel.



Israel was a theocracy. It was ruled 
directly by God through through 
representative and primary leadership. 
The Law that governed Israel reflected 
that reality.

That Law was not intended to make the 
people of Israel righteous, but to govern 
their behaviors as a nation and as 
citizens of the theocracy.



What was the purpose of the Law?

Romans 7:6 
But now we have been released from 
the Law, having died to that by which 
we were bound, so that we serve 
in newness of the Spirit and not in 
oldness of the letter.
 



Galatians 3
 23 But before faith came, we were 
kept in custody under the law, being 
shut up to the faith which was later 
to be revealed. 24 Therefore the 
Law has become our tutor to lead 
us to Christ, so that we may be 
justified by faith. 25 But now that 
faith has come, we are no longer 
under a tutor.   



The example of Caleb: served with his 
whole heart.

The example of NT dedication: the 
Father seeks those who will worship 
Him in Spirit and in truth.




