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A Few Passages on Honor for Parents



Exodus 20:12
Honor [ בֵדָּכ ] your father and your 
mother, that your days may be 
prolonged in the land which 
the Lord your God gives you.
 
 



Leviticus 19:2-3
Speak to all the congregation of the 
sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You 
shall be holy, for I the Lord your God 
am holy. Every one of you shall 
reverence [יֵָרא] his mother and his 
father, and you shall keep My 
sabbaths; I am the Lord your God. 
 



Deuteronomy 5:16
Honor [ בֵדָּכ ] your father and your 
mother, as the Lord your God has 
commanded you, that your days may 
be prolonged and that it may go well 
with you on the land which 
the Lord your God gives you.
 
 



Deuteronomy 27:16
‘Cursed is he who dishonors [ָקלָה] his 
father or mother.’ And all the people 
shall say, ‘Amen.’

[be lightly esteemed; dishonored = 
[ָקלָה
 



Proverbs 1:8
Hear [ מַעָׁש ], my son, your father’s 
instruction [מּוסָר]�
And do not forsake your mother’s 
teaching [ּתֺורָה]



A Few Examples



1 Samuel 22:3,4
And David went from there to Mizpah 
of Moab; and he said to the king of 
Moab, “Please let my father and my 
mother come and stay with you until I 
know what God will do for me.” Then 
he left them with the king of Moab; 
and they stayed with him all the time 
that David was in the stronghold. 
 
 



Proverbs 22:23
Listen to your father who begot 
you, And do not despise 
your mother when she is old.



Proverbs 30:17
The eye that mocks a father 
And scorns a mother, The ravens of 
the valley will pick it out, And the 
young eagles will eat it.



Matthew 15:1-6
1 Then some Pharisees and scribes 
came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
said, 2 “Why do Your disciples break 
the tradition of the elders? For they do 
not wash their hands when they eat 
bread.” 3 And He answered and said 
to them, “Why do you yourselves 
transgress the commandment of God 
for the sake of your tradition? 



4 For God said, ‘Honor your father 
and mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks evil 
of father or mother is to be put to 
death.’ 5 But you say, ‘Whoever says 
to his father or mother, “Whatever I 
have that would help you has 
been given to God,”6 he is not to 
honor his father or his mother.’ And by 
this you invalidated the word of God 
for the sake of your tradition. 



Matthew 19:16-22
16 And someone came to Him and 
said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I 
do that I may obtain eternal 
life?” 17 And He said to him, “Why 
are you asking Me about what is 
good? There is only One who is good; 
but if you wish to enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” 



18 Then he said to Him, “Which 
ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not 
commit murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall 
not bear false witness; 19 Honor your 
father and mother; and You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The 
young man said to Him, “All these 
things I have kept; what am I still 
lacking?” 



21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to 
be complete, go and sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” 22 But when the 
young man heard this statement, he 
went away grieving; for he was one 
who owned much property.




