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Hymn of Invocation “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”  #655

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word,
Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.

Invocation

(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
inus.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of

Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the -}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Introit Ps. 119:89-93; antiphon: Ps. 119:105
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Your word is a lamp | to my feet*
and a light | to my path.
Forever, O | LORD, your word*
is firmly fixed | in the heavens.
Your faithfulness endures to all gener- | ations;*
you have established the earth, and it | stands fast.
By your appointment they | stand this day,*
for all things are your | servants.
If your law had not been | my delight,*
| would have perished in my af- | fliction.
I will never forget your | precepts,*
for by them you have giv- | en me life.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Your word is a lamp | to my feet*
and a light | to my path.

Kyrie

(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to

the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

~

Lord, have mer - cy.



(P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

e —— —

Lord,  have mer - cy.
(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Collect
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration
grant that we may think those things that are right and by Your
merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

ol

A - men.
First Reading Acts 17:16-31

®Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit
was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols.
1730 he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who
happened to be there. **Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What
does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus
and the resurrection. *>And they took hold of him and brought
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new
teaching is that you are presenting? 2°For you bring some strange
things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things
mean.” “*Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived
there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing
something new.

2230 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men
of Athens, | perceive that in every way you are very religious.
2For as | passed along and observed the objects of your worship,
I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.
?*The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord
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of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, ®nor
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and
everything. 2 And he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, *that
they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each
one of us, 28for ““In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed
his offspring.’

29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the
divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by
the art and imagination of man. **The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, **because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

. :

o
Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor,
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

Epistle 1 Peter 3:13-22

¥Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is
good? “But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake,
you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, **but
in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you; ‘®yet do it with gentleness and respect,
having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those
who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.
YFor it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s
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will, than for doing evil.

8For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in
the flesh but made alive in the spirit, *in which he went and
proclaimed to the spirits in prison, ?°because they formerly did
not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were brought safely through water. *Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
having been subjected to him.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Common Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 14:15-21
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

BlJesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be
with you forever, *’even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,
for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. *Yet a little
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.
Because | live, you also will live. ®In that day you will know that |



am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and | will love him and
manifest myself to him.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
o) | N
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “Thy Strong Word” #578

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee,
While Thine ordered seasons run. Alleluia, alleluial
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,
Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,
Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory,
And our lives our hopes confess. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining
Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth
All Thy bright redeeming light. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!



5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

6 God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!
Sermon

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ~}« of the world
to come. Amen.



Offertory
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Prayer of the Church
(P)...let us pray to the Lord: @ Lord, have mercy.

Preface
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

I
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You
and saying:
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us
do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth asitisin
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
G . |
A -  men
Agnus Dei
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution

Distributions Hymns
“0O Living Bread from Heaven” #642

1 O living Bread from heaven, How well You feed your guest!
The gifts that You have given Have filled my heart with rest.
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, Oh, cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing, With praises overflows.

2 My Lord, You here have led me To this most holy place
And with Yourself have fed me The treasures of Your grace;
For You have freely given What earth could never buy,

The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die.

3 You gave me all I wanted; This food can death destroy.
And You have freely granted The cup of endless joy.
My Lord, I do not merit The favor You have shown,
And all my soul and spirit Bow down before Your throne.
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4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened With heav’nly food, while here
My course on earth is lengthened, To serve with holy fear.
And when You call my spirit To leave this world below,
| enter, through Your merit, Where joys unmingled flow.

“Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” #353

1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption, Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility.

2 Jesus comes again inmercy \When our hearts are worn with care;
Jesus comes again in answer To an earnest, heartfelt prayer;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Comes to save us from despair.

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness, Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv'n.

4 Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, Shares alike our hopes and fears;
Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Comforts us in failing years.

“O Lord, We Praise Thee” #617

1. O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish.
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary
That our sins and sorrow did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead in all trial, fear and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

2. Thyholy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid; peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!
13



3. May God bestow on us His grace and favor
To please Him with our behavior
And live as brethren here in love and union
Nor repent this blessed Communion!
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heavenly minded He make us;
Give Thy church, Lord, to see days of peace and unity;
O Lord, have mercy!

Post Communion Canticle
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you
with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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@ A - men.

Closing Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  # 922

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you; You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing— You are My own.

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;
Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you;
Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.

4 1the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;
| the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*The Mite box will be out Saturday May 16th/Sunday May 17th, for
those who would like to donate to the Mites. If you have specific wishes
as to how your money is divided, please leave a note with your donation.

*If you would like to sign up for next Saturday/Sunday, please go to
https://signupschedule.com/grace or call the church office at 308-382-
1190

*PLEASE DISPOSE OF YOUR BULLETIN IN THE RECYCLE
BOX IN THE NARTHEX.
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