Grace Lutheran Church
545 E Memorial Drive
Grand Island, NE 68801
308-382-1190

Pastor Daniel G Bremer
December 8th & 9th, 2018

Grace Lutheran Church
Welcomes You!!
Divine Service with Communion each Saturday
Divine Service with Communion each Sunday
Coffee and Rolls in the Parish Hall
Sunday School

7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. (ages 2 ½ - grade 8)

Adult and High School Bible Class

10:30 a.m.

Restrooms can be found between the parish hall and the entryway.
Interested in membership at Grace? Pastor Bremer would consider it
a privilege to speak with you. Please fill out a pew card expressing your
interest or see him after Divine Service.
Radio: Grace, along with St. Paul’s, Doniphan, can be heard each
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on KRGI—1430 a.m.
E-mail

Pastor Bremer
Church Office

pastorbremer@gracegi.net
graceofc@gracegi.net

Contact

Pastor Bremer

308-390-5186

Website

www.gracelcmsgi.org

In faithfulness to God’s Word we celebrate the Lord’s
Supper in every Saturday and Sunday Divine Service.
Unlike Baptism this Sacrament is to be received again
and again for forgiveness and the strengthening of our
Christian faith. Also in faithfulness to God’s Word we
practice closed communion. Our faith is not exclusive
but God says that we should have unity of faith and
doctrine (which Communion expresses). As we receive His gift today we
would ask all visitors and guests to refrain from receiving the sacrament
until they speak to Pastor Bremer. We also ask that those members
who have not communed in the past 6 months to also speak to the
pastor before communing once again. For further instruction please
turn to Luther’s Questions and Answers found on page 329 in the
hymnal. These questions/answers are for those who desire to receive the
sacrament.

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR – Page 203
2nd Sunday in Advent -- December 9th, 2018
Pre Service Music
“Zion, at Thy Shining Gates”
(text by Benjamin H. Kennedy; music by K. Lee Scott)
Opening Hymn

“Hark the Glad Sound”

#349

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Confession and Absolution
Introit (Cantor/Choir)

p. 203

The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:*
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.”
Hear, O my people, while I ad- | monish you!*
O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me!
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.*
Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it.
“But my people did not listen | to my voice;*
Israel would not sub- | mit to me.
Oh, that my people would lis- | ten to me,*
that Israel would walk | in my ways!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:*
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.”
Kyrie – p. 204
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the
way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may
be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

“E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”
(Revelantion 22; music by Paul Manz)
Old Testament Reading
Malachi 3:1–7b
1
“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says
the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can
stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
3
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in
righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 5“Then
I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against
those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the
fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me,
says the LORD of hosts. 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O
children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you
have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me,
and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we
return?’
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual (sung by the Choir)
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jer- | usalem.
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless You.
Epistle
Philippians 1:2–11
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in
my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my
Anthem

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God
is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9
And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse (Saturday)
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Verse of the Day (sung by the Choir)
Alleluia. Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. Alleluia
Holy Gospel
Luke 3:1-14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3
And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked
shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 6and
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 7He said therefore to the crowds
that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up

children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.
Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?”
11
And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him
who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors
also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?”
13
And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”
14
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your wages.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed (Inside Back Cover of Hymnal)
Hymn
“On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”
# 344
(choir sings vs 3)
Sermon
Offering
Prayer of the Church:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Preface, Sanctus

p. 208

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Lord’s Prayer

p. 209

Words of our Lord, Pax Domini

p. 209

Agnus Dei

p. 210

Communion Hymns

#’s 337, 642, 348

Nunc Dimittis

p. 211

Post-Communion Collect

p. 212

Benedicamus/Benediction

p. 212

Closing Hymn

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

# 347

COMMUNION
To help pastor, elders and visiting pastors during communion, if you
prefer the common cup please place your hands with both palms up.
Thank you for your help in this manner.
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE
Saturday:
18
Sunday: 100

This Week at Grace....
Today

Worship Service
Bible Class/Sunday School
Wednesday Soup Supper
Senior Choir Practice
Advent Service
Saturday
Worship Service
Next Sunday Worship Service
Children’s Christmas Program

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30-6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

**************************************************************************
THOSE SERVING US THIS MORNING
ELDERS ON DUTY:
Keith Pobanz/Stu Endorf
ORGANIST:
Shawn Pfanstiel
CANTOR:
Karl Heck
CHOIR:
Senior Choir
TODAY’S GREETERS/USHERS: Lynette Gibson/Marilyn Fischer
Steve & Debra Heider
NEXT WEEKS GREETERS/USHERS:
Mike & Kyla Endorf
Roger Sweley/Mark Liess
CRUCIFER:
Brody Sheeks
ACOLYTE:
Carreagan Endorf
RADIO SERVICE SPONSOR:
St. Paul’s, Doniphan
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE: The Children's Christmas
Service will be held Sunday, December 16th during the Sunday
school hour in the sanctuary following the regular worship service.
RADIO SPONSOR SHEET: The 2019 Radio Sponsor sheet is up on
the bulletin board. The cost is $45. THERE ARE STILL 4 SLOTS
OPEN.
FUNDRAISER UPDATE: Thank you to all who purchased Red
Wheel items from the youth group. We raised $550 for our 2019
summer trip with your help. We appreciate the support for this
fundraiser and at our Wednesday night soup suppers. Thanks again!

LADIES NEEDED FOR ALTAR GUILD: We are in need of some
ladies from the congregation to sign up to be on Altar Guild for 2019.
If you would like to sign up or have any questions, please contact
Carla Warneke either on a Sunday or call her at 308-380-7297.
LATEST ON CHURCH FINANCES: Now, into December, please
note our YTD offerings have fallen further behind our budget (no
thanks to winter weather). We again had to use some money from
savings to meet our payroll and early monthly obligations. Please
continue your support, and give prayerful consideration to boosting
weekly gifts to help make up the year-to-date shortfall of about
$5,000.
As shared previously, we are grateful the wishes of Ralph Laskowski
were for a significant bequest be made to Grace Lutheran Church
following his death. We are expecting Ralph’s gift before year end,
and will set it aside with intentions to use it to replace the parking lot
with a concrete surface next spring. If you wish to make a gift to the
parking lot project, a special fund has been established. Simply mark
your Building Fund envelope with “parking lot”. Thank you!
Kurt Haecker, Treasurer
HLHS NEWS: There will be a delegate meeting on Thursday,
December 13th at 7pm
The Heartland Lutheran band and choir will perform Sunday,
December 16th at 3pm in the gym. All music lovers are invited to
attend.
Everyone is invited to attend the HLHS Christmas Chapel on Friday,
December 21st, starting at 1:45pm. Pastor Craig Niemeier
(Zion,Worms) is delivering the message and Caleb Staehr (Class of
2015) is leading the music.

