The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom;

and the favor of God was upon him.

Luke 2:40, NRSV _~—==

Grace Lutheran Church
December 26/27, 2020



#384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P) In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.



(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

(P) 1 said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins
and iniquities with which | have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Introit Ps. 98:1- 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10
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The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LorD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the
house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.



Kyrie

Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis

o) | | .
[ A I | I I | [ | | ]
ey ———— 5 ——+tio——————— 76—+
[IN\av4 ol [ [zl | [t T 1 ] | ]
oJ |
n@ Glory be to God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
5 I — —
I’\U? e ol ol ™ — R———
men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
I 9 7 T i —1 f T \
e T e | E— — — —— S— T ———
[NV T L [ I [ e IS ) ]
oJ |
n we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
|
[ I | | | | I | I ]
ey 5 4 —F"F——(F—F—FF~Fc+0o—
[EANSY 4 O | Ll [ | [ | I | I ]
.J L | I ! I |
n O Lord God, heav'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
|
= I ——+ Fo |
S — Fo  E— i |
PI) o [
\ O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
o | o — =4 e ‘{ }
[ A < WAL L 1 | 1 = IS ) ]
[IANIY4 T I I 1 Il ]
Py) T T I
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
I 9 0 1 i i T — — |
S A —— S—— R = —  S— | S————
[NV 4 L = o | | L IO 1T o ]
o) o
n that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
y | |
A — s t=—F1—  — |
RS E—— F——7—1—— i a2 B——— = |
o) o
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
I 9 i — — T
|« W I | I & ey
HH— 2 B ——
oJ
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
0 . | [
[ 1 | T | I | I | | I I | | | ]

~ [

\d

on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Letuspray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You
wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet
more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we
may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3

191 will greatly rejoice in the LorRD; my soul shall exult in my
God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 1!For as the earth brings
forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
sprout up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to
sprout up before all the nations. 'For Zion’s sake I will not keep
silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a
burning torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all
the kings your glory,

and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD
will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the
LoRD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual is sung by the Cantor Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a

Tous a child is born, tous a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things!

Epistle Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, °to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
®And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse (Saturday)
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Al-le -lu - ija. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-Ilu - ia.

Verse is sung by the Cantor

Alleluia. My eyes have seen your salvation; a light for revelation
to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

22 \When the time came for their purification according to the
Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord ?3(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)
24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2Now
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2°And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death



before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2’And he came in the Spirit
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 2®he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said, 2*“Lord, now you are
letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;
$for my eyes have seen your salvation 3!that you have prepared
in the presence of all peoples, *2a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” **And his father
and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3*And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for
a sign that is opposed *(and a sword will pierce through your
own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.” *®And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years,
having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a
virgin, *’and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did
not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer
night and day. 3And coming up at that very hour she began to
give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 3%And when they had
performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor
of God was upon him.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the



Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will
have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life I~ of the world to
come. Amen.

#389 Let All Together Praise Our God
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His

2 He leaves His heav’n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
5 He is a ser - vant, 1 a lord: How great a
ﬁ 4 —
¥ Py P I | I | | I
HeS = | I 1 - I l.
[ BANSY — 1 - T T I T ]
D)
glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing lightt To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His

mys - ter - y! How strong the ten - der Christ Child’s love! No
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
n a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.

splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.
tru - er friend than He, No tru - er friend than He.

6 He isthe key and He the door To blessed paradise; The angel
bars the way no more. To God our praises rise, To God our
praises rise.

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore And
praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore; We
praise You evermore.

Sermon



Offertory
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way fromThy pres-enceand take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it

fromme. Re -storeun-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -

tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Prayer of the Church
(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament
(P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty



Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord's Prayer

(P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.

The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Agnus Dei
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Distribution Hymns
#620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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1 Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
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wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - vy, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y sign.
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He Him - self makes prep - a - ra-tion, And I hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
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i 91 n T T n n f — T n |
=L b | | | | I 1 P Il I | | | i |
I# . o ‘I — o r ————" — |
in - vi - ta - tionn “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
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death was giv - en, Hung up - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.
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5 Letme praise God’s boundless favor, VWhose own feast of love | savor,
Bidden by His gracious call. Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,  Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation, Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul. God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sinand error, Makes my wounded spirit whole.

#358 From Heaven Above to Earth 1 Come
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to earth I come To bear good
2 “To you this night is born a  child of Mar - vy,
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, @ Who hears your
4 “He will on you the gifts be - stow Pre - pared by
5 “These are the signs that you shall mark: The swad-dling
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news to ev - 'ry home; Glad tid - ings of great
cho - sen vir - gin  mild; This lit - tle child of
sad and  bit - ter  cry; He will  Him - self  your
God  for all be - low, That in His king - dom,
clothes and man - ger dark. There you  will find the
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly birth  Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - ior be From all your sins to set you free.
bright and fair, You may with us His glo - ry share.
in - fant laid By whom the heav’'ns and earth were made.”

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.
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#379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i- zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee_  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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Thanksgiving
(P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(P) Let us pray.....through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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A - men.

Salutation and Benedicamus
(P] The Lord be with you.

Ay

GESS
And with thy  spir - it.

(P) Bless we the Lord.

e — 1
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His

countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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#388 Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;

Au Refrain
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

COMMUNION --To help pastor, elders and visiting pastors during
communion, if you prefer the common cup please place your hands
with both palms up. Thank you for your help in this manner.

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE

Saturday: 29 Sunday: 89

This Week at Grace....

Today Worship Service 9:00 a.m.

Monday Guild Executive Board Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Saturday Worship Service 7:00 p.m.

Next Sunday Worship Service 9:00 a.m.

THOSE SERVING US THIS MORNING

ELDERS ON DUTY: Karl Bergdolt/Karl Heck

ORGANIST: Rebekah Pobanz

CANTOR: Karl Heck

TODAY’S DOOR MONITOR: Blake Saltzgaber

NEXT WEEK’S DOOR MONITOR: Mark Liess

CRUCIFER: Caleb Pobanz

ACOLYTE: Zane Harvey

RADIO SERVICE SPONSOR: Duane & Marcia Fowler
In memory of our parents
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ALTAR GUILD: Thank you to all the ladies that helped with Altar
Guild this year. We are still in need of 2 ladies to help in 2021. If
you would like to help or have any questions, please contact Carla
Warneke at 308-380-7297.

2021 PRAYER PARTNERS: Since LWML will not have their
Christmas party, prayer partners will be drawn by one individual. If
you would like to have a prayer partner, please fill out the form on the
table in the narthex and place them in the white bowl. We will pair you
up with a partner in January and put them in your mailbox.

Merry Christmas from the LWML Executive Board!!

HLHS BLOOD DRIVE: On Thursday, January 28th, 2021 from 8:30
am to 2:30 pm the Heartland Lutheran National Honor Society
Students will be hosting a Blood Drive for the Red Cross. Please
consider coming in to make a donation and helping them reach their
goal of over 30 usable units --reaching 30 usable units will make
HLHS students eligible for a Scholarship through the Red Cross. So
your donation will not only help the Community but HLHS students as
well. Please contact the HLHS office at 308-385-3900 for a
donation time.

MEANING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREES:

One tree is decorated with red apples: The symbol of sin

Red base - "Tho your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow" Isaiah 1:18

Right side of the altar as you look to the front

One tree - Tree of Life Everlasting
Star - Head, shoulders, and feet of Christ

3 silver strands running from top to bottom: 3 meanings of
Christ to our lives Prophet, Priest and King

33 roses: 33 years of Jesus' life - love and the life that Christ lived
33 candles: Jesus is the light of the world
White base - "Tho your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as

snow" Isaiah 1:18
Left side of the altar as you look to the front
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