
Christmas Eve – 2015 

Divine Service, Setting 3 --  pg 184 

Hymns:   #384  

 #356  

  (Sermon Hymn) #359 

  (Hymns during distribution)  #624  #383 

 #363  #387 

Pre-Service Music 

Introit (Cantor: Italics, Choir: Bold) Ps. 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Ps. 2:7 

 
I will tell of | the decree:* 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | 

gotten you.” 

The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 

the world and those who | dwell therein. 

Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 

And who shall stand in his | holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not 

swear de- | ceitfully. 

He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 

and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* and to the Holy | 

Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* is now, and will be forever. | 

Amen. 

I will tell of | the decree:* 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | 

gotten you.” 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray.  O God, You make this most holy night to shine 

with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have 

known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come 
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to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Anthem  

Reading  Isaiah 9:2–7 
2
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 

who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
3
You 

have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide 

the spoil. 
4
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the 

rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5
For 

every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment 

rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6
For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 

and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will do this. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn # 356 

Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
10

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 
11

“Ask a sign of the LORD 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
12

But Ahaz 

said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13

And 

he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 

weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14

Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual is sung by the Choir Is. 9:6; Ps. 98:1a 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for he has done marvelous things! 

Epistle  1 John 4:7–16 

7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8
Anyone who does not 

love does not know God, because God is love. 
9
In this the love of God 

was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 

so that we might live through him. 
10

In this is love, not that we have 

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins. 
11

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 
12

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides 

in us and his love is perfected in us. 
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 
14

And we have seen and testify that the Father has 

sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15

Whoever confesses that 

Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 
16

So we have 

come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 

and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Verse for Christmas Eve is sung by the Choir 

Alleluia. Alleluia. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.. Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel Luke 2: 1-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 
2
This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
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governor of Syria. 
3
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

4
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, 
5
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 
6
And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 
7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 
9
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
11

For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12

And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 
13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14

“Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16

And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17

And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 
18

And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 
19

But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 
20

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

The Hymn of the Day # 359 

Prayers: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C   hear our prayer. 

 

Service of Light  
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(following the Post-Communion Collect) 

During the candle lighting ceremony, the light for the candles will 

be distributed. Pastor will light his candle from the Christ Candle, 

and then the flame will be brought from the chancel into the 

congregation. Only tip the unlit candle while lighting.  

As this candlelight spreads and fills our sanctuary, we are 

reminded of the Good News spreading throughout the world that a 

Savior has been born! Salvation is ours! 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light 

C Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 

light shined. 

P For unto us a Child is born, 

C To us a Son is given. 

P In Him was life, and that life was the Light of men. 

C The Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

P And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 

and truth. 

C We have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father. 

Silent Night  # 363 

 

 

 

Prayer for Christmas Eve 
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P Let us pray:  O Lord God, gracious Father, who in the fullness 

of time sent Your beloved Son to take upon Himself our flesh 

and become our brother; we thank You for this Gift, who by 

His birth delivered us from sin, death, Satan, and hell; and we 

implore You to keep us in the true knowledge of Christ, our 

Redeemer, so that with all Your holy angels we may rejoice at 

His birth, and see Him face to face at the end of the age; for He 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit in all glory and majesty, 

forever and ever. 

 C Amen 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

Joy to the World # 387 
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Those serving us this evening: 

 
Pastor:   Rev. Daniel Bremer 

Organist:  Gretchen Buss 

Choir:   Senior Choir 

Cantor:   Karl Heck/Shawn Pfanstiel 

Acolytes/Crossbearers: Caleb Pobanz/Cecily McGuan  

   Kyle Sheeks/Brody Sheeks 

 
 


