
 4

free them from their error, and for the glory of your name bring them 

into the fellowship of your holy Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen 

P Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy 

and graciously grant them such things as are both needful for them and 

profitable to their salvation: 

P O almighty, everlasting God, through your only Son, our blessed Lord, 

you have commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to those who 

hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us.  We therefore earnestly 

implore you that by your gracious visitation all our enemies may be led 

to true repentance and may have the same love and be of one accord 

and one mind and heart with us and with your whole Church; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen 

P Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send down his 

blessing upon them and graciously dispose our hearts to enjoy them 

according to his own goodwill: 

P O Lord, Father Almighty, by your Word you created and you still 

continue to bless and uphold all things.  We pray you so to reveal to us 

your Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, that he may dwell in our hearts and we 

may by your grace be made ready to receive your blessing on all the 

fruits of the earth and those things that pertain to our bodily need; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen 

P  Finally let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us 

ask, saying: 

CCCC Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen 

P  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

C  By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

The minister and worshipers leave as silence is kept 

for meditation on the crucified Savior and redemption. 
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The minister enters in silence and goes to his place. 

Stand 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P  Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given 

into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; 

who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
C  Amen 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 53: 4-12 

HYMN    "Jesus, I Will Ponder Now"         # 440 

HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 15: 29-39 

HOMILY 

BIDDING PRAYER (Stand)  

P  Let us pray for the whole Church, that our Lord God would defend her 

against all the assaults and temptations of the adversary and keep her 

perpetually on the true foundation, Jesus Christ: 

P  Almighty and everlasting God, since you have revealed your glory to all 

nations in Jesus Christ and in the Word of his truth, keep, we ask you, in 

safety the works of your mercy so that your Church, spread throughout 

all nations, may be defended against the adversary and may serve you in 

true faith and persevere in the confession of your name; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

C  Amen 

P  Let us pray for all the ministers of the Word and for all the people of God: 

P  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the 

Church is governed and sanctified, receive the supplications and prayers 

which we offer before you for all your servants in your holy Church that 

every member of the same may truly serve you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  

C  Amen 
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P  Let us pray for our catechumens, that our Lord God would open their 

hearts and the door of his mercy that, having received the remission of all 

their sins by the washing of regeneration, they may be mindful of their 

Baptism and throughout their lives remain faithful to Christ Jesus, our 

Lord: 

P Almighty God and Father, because you always grant growth to your 

Church, increase the faith and understanding of our catechumens that, 

recalling the new birth by the water of Holy Baptism, they may forever 

continue in the family of those whom you adopt as your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C  Amen 

P  Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 

in all godliness and honesty: 

P O merciful Father in heaven, because you hold in your hand all the might 

of man and because you have ordained, for the punishment of evildoers 

and for the praise of those who do well, all the powers that exist in all the 

nations of the world, we humbly pray you graciously to regard your 

servants, especially the President and Congress of the United States, the 

Governor of this state, and all those who make, administer, and judge 

our laws that all who receive the sword as your ministers may bear it 

according to your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C  Amen 

P  Let us pray our Lord God Almighty that he would deliver the world from 

disease, ward off famine, set free those in bondage, grant health to the 

sick and a safe journey to all who travel: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the 

strength of those who labor, may the prayers of those who in any 

tribulation or distress cry to you graciously come before you, so that in all 

their necessities they may rejoice in your manifold help and comfort; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen 

P Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God would 

be pleased to deliver them from their error, call them to faith in the true 

and living God and his only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them 

into his family, the Church: 

P Almighty and everlasting God, because you seek not the death but the 

life of all, hear our prayers for all who have no right knowledge of you, 


