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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Becoming A Resurrected Church 

Repentance and rebirth are familiar words and concepts for Christians. Living is a con-

stant rebirth and refocus of effort and commitment to that which one believes in. If our faith 

ever becomes set in stone, we lose perspective and possibly enthusiasm/commitment to that 

which we believe, and that leads to discouragement and a giving up of the effort to live and 

carry on. 

We often find that our best laid plans never pan out the way we intend, which means 

we must always be prepared to regroup. The COVID pandemic has disturbed searching for a 

settled pastor, and forced a revised way to gather and worship, as well as limit our usual ways 

to fellowship and minister. Fifty years ago, we would not have had the ability to livestream, 

email and message our way through. We likely would have been much more isolated. I thank 

God we have risen to the challenge to adapt to new ways, which has helped us to discover 

the specialness of being together, fellowshipping and visiting. 

I have asked for us to consider at the upcoming board meeting to begin to think how 

we come back together physically. New CDC guidelines allow for vaccinated people to be 

more engaged, with less social distancing, yet while still masked. Each week we always cele-

brate the importance of being together, praying, singing, eating, and giving thanks for the on-

going presence of Jesus in our lives. We celebrate his death, his sacrifice and his promise to 

always be with us. Don’t lose sight of his presence. 

Out of the ashes of sickness and death, to a measure we have not personally experi-

enced in our lives until now, we shall arise from our cloistered gatherings to greater opportu-

nities to use the power of our togetherness to become a great witness of hope and thanksgiv-

ing that God has been with us. I hope we have discovered that in these times, so that we are 

encouraged in what is yet to come. Let us rise up! 

Through Christ’s Promises! 

Pastor Norman 
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The Elder’s Spotlight 

On Prayer 

 

Whisper a prayer in the morning 

Whisper a prayer at noon 

Whisper a prayer in the evening 

To keep your heart in tune. 

 

 Many of us remember singing this little song.  Take a moment to consider the meaning of 

the words.  They imply that prayer is easy and should be repeated frequently.  To me, prayer is 

just what the song says.  I would pray daily at night in bed before I fell asleep and also at vari-

ous times throughout the day as needed.  I found that if I had to make some kind of difficult de-

cision, I would pray on it at night and usually wake up knowing just what the answer was.  I 

found that if I had to decide something on the spot without praying on it, I usually made the 

wrong decision.  On rare occasions, I actually heard a voice telling me what to do and why.  My 

prayers were usually very informal without any real structure.  Just a quick request or a thank 

you for something. 

 Eventually, however, I learned there were rules to the structure of a prayer to "get God's 

attention over all the static of the other prayers out there".  Do you mean that God can't hear all 

prayers at once?  I thought He was God.  After that, I tried to follow the rules.  This was an un-

mitigated disaster.  For me, praying became so confusing that I would fall asleep before I got to 

the real message of my prayers.  Or, I would get distracted by all the 

steps and forgot I was praying at all.  Soon I was asking myself, did I 

lose my faith if I couldn't talk to God anymore? 

 Then I realized that for me the message was more important than 

the structure of my prayers.  I needed to keep it simple and God would 

understand me just fine.  My advice is, if something needs to be said or 

asked of God, just say it.  Don't worry that you can't or don't know the 

right way.  Just pray. 

Diane Lett 
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Project Hope for the Homeless 

Prayer Chain 
This past year with several precautionary measures in place due to COVID-19, we have 

been forced to really believe the old adage that just because we have always done something a 

certain way doesn’t mean it isn’t time to make a change.  Our congregation has always been 

open to new ways of doing things but sometimes we can be somewhat complacent even when 

something isn’t working the way it should.  With that in mind, it has become quite apparent that 

it’s time to revisit how our prayer chain operates.   

Many phone calls go to voicemail for various reasons which means the caller then needs to 

leave a message and continue calling the next person on the list.   Quite often several people are 

called before someone answers the phone.  In addition, the elders are sometimes also called by 

the person needing prayers which means some people already know the request when they re-

ceive the prayer chain call.  I’ve noticed that some people are no longer on the prayer chain due 

to these frustrations.   So, the question is how can we make this important process more conven-

ient, expedient and inclusive?   

I’ve been praying about this and the other morning I woke up with what I believe is God’s 

plan. Since the majority of us have the capability of receiving text messages and/or emails, let’s 

use that technology.  I would be happy to set this up. The person needing prayer will call or text 

me with the specific prayer needed and I will send a group text and a group email to those on the 

prayer chain. I have begun contacting people on the current list as to their preference for receiv-

ing prayer requests with most preferring text.  Please do not respond to the group mes-

sage.  If you have questions, you may contact me or the person 

who initiated the request.   

If you are not on the current list but now wish to be added, 

please let me know.  People can be added easily at any time.  I 

will distribute the updated list and those who have email and tex-

ting availability will actually have the capability to start the prayer 

chain themselves.   I plan to have this new prayer chain in place 

by the May 12th board meeting.  Until then, call me with prayer 

concerns and I will call the top people on our current list.  The 

very best thing about the new plan is once you receive the prayer 

request all you will be asked to do is pray!   

Laurie Martin, Board Chair 

440 537-4907 
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May 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:30a  
Worship  

7p Trustee 
Mtg 

   6:30p Women’s 
Bible Study 

   

9  10 11 12 13 14 15 

Mother’s Day 
9:30a  
Worship  

   6p Elders Mtg. 
7p Church Board 
Mtg. 

6p Project 
Hope Food 
Prep 
6:30p Women’s 
Bible Study 

  6:45p Project 
Hope Food 
Delivery 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:30a  
Worship  

      6:30p Women’s 
Bible Study 

   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
9:30a  
Worship  

      6:30p Women’s 
Bible Study 
  

    

30 31       
9:30a  
Worship  

 Memorial     

Day 

     

 Worship Leaders Elders 

2 Penny Angeloro Linda Warfield & Vicki Johnson 

9 Jeff Bartlett Penny Harrison & Diane Lett 

16 Diane Lett Gayle Salsberry & Rick Bartlett 

23 Carole Martin Joann Rombough & Earl Johnson 

30 Joann Rombough Penny Harrison & Donna Van Boxel 

All Month 

Deacons 
Eric Van Boxel & Frankie Blanchard 

Sacristans 
Ellen Maier & Kim Davis 

Counters  

Frankie Blanchard & Connie Smith 

May Service Schedules 
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Women’s Bible Study 
Our current study is titled "What Are You Afraid Of?" by Dr. David 

Jeremiah. In this study, Dr. Jeremiah explores the top ten fears that are 

holding so many of us back from the life God has called us to live and 

shares the supernatural secrets for facing down these fears with faith. 

We will be meeting in person; however, we will also have a Zoom meeting for anyone who is 

uncomfortable, at this time, with in-person meetings.  For more information contact Penny Harri-

son or Brenda Carr.  

Penny will be ordering books for those who want them.  The cost of the book is $15.  She can 

be contacted by phone, text or email at one of the following.  Cell phone: 440-463-2562. Email: 

pennyspad@sbcglobal.net 

On Thursday, May  13th at 6:00 p.m. we will gather to prepare the Saturday Night Side 

Dish for Project Hope.   With the donation list already on the bulletin board some people have al-

ready volunteered for items needed.  Here’s the remainder of the list...3 loaves of French or Ital-

ian bread—not sliced, 2 lbs. sliced cheese, 2 small bags of shredded lettuce, and 1 bottle of ranch 

dressing. We also need volunteers to deliver the food on Saturday, May 15th at 6:45.  Both sign-

up lists are posted on the bulletin board. Of course we gather in the safest possible way to pre-

pare these meals.  Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

Frankie Blanchard & Brenda Carr 

A team of CWM members will be meeting soon to decide what projects, 
fund raisers and/or other activities we want to achieve this year. If you have 
any ideas or suggestions you’d like to share, please call me at 440/897-2574 
or email me at carolemartin13@gmail.com.      
Carole 

CWM 

Project Hope Saturday Side Dish 

The Perry Center 

The Perry Center is looking for a representative from Perry Christian Church to serve on 
the Board of Directors.  We currently meet quarterly on the 3rd Monday of the months of Janu-
ary, April, July and October at 7:00 p.m.  If interested, please call The Perry Center at 440-259-
3332 and leave a message or call Carole Martin at 440-897-2574. 

mailto:carolemartin13@gmail.com
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Did You Know? 
This May, my grandson, Jackson, will graduate, with honors, from Kent 

State University, earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration.   

Jackson has been offered a position at the manufacturing company where he 

had an internship during his years at Kent.    Congratulations, Jack! 

Carole Martin 

Thank You 

MAY 4 Alexa Collins 

MAY 5 Laurie Martin 

MAY 10 Jeray Bunnell 

MAY 19 Linda Warfield 

MAY 24 Penny Harrison 

MAY 25 Pat Boehnke 

MAY 26 Sydney Martin 

MAY 29 Mindy Polzer 

Dear Church Family, 

On behalf of Project Hope for the Homeless, I would like to thank you for choosing to partner with our mission. We 

are focusing on “Breaking the Cycle” this year so that our guests are empowered to achieve an abundant life. In giv-

ing, you are ensuring that they receive the shelter, care and guidance needed to reach that goal. 

Your contribution of lunches & side dish donated 3/20/2021 is greatly appreciated. Every gift we receive is critical for 

our guests and in  most cases, it is also lifesaving and life-changing to them. 

May you be blessed for giving us the ability to shape these lives in our community.  

Respectfully,  

Judy Burr,  

Executive Director 
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THE HERB & SPICE TRAIL 

Contributed by:  Linda Warfield 

BASIL 

 

Genesis 1:29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every seed-bearing plant on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit contains seed. They will be yours for food.  

Herbs have played an important part in our lives since biblical times. Herbs were used every 

day in their lives for medicine, cosmetic ointments, aromatic oils, perfumes, fumigation agents, reli-

gious rituals, embalming and cooking. Since the herbs touched every aspect of people's lives, their 

importance made them valuable, to the extent that people even paid taxes with them.  Maybe I 

should have sent a pot of parsley to Washington, D.C. on April 15th to see if it still works! 

The basil (Ocimum basilicum) was found growing around Christ's tomb after he was resur-

rected. The Greek Orthodox churches use it to prepare the holy water, and place pots of basil below 

the church's altar.  Basil is an aromatic member of the labiatae family, the same family as the mints. 

Basil is native to India and Africa and was carried to Europe early in history. Basil's North American 

relative, dittany, was known and used by Native Americans before the arrival of the Europeans. The 

aerial portions, flowers, and seeds are used medicinally.  Common uses are anti-itch properties, anti-

bacterial, antiseptic, and antispasmodic. The antibacterial properties make it useful in cases of insect, 

animal or snake bites.  Rub freshly cut leaves on the wound to relieve itching and inflammation. The 

live plant is also well known as an air purifier.  It will drive away gnats, flies, mosquitoes and other 

pesky insects.  Basil is safe in culinary and medicinal amounts.  In large doses it may promote labor 

so it should not be taken by pregnant women. 

Basil has shiny green leaves, 1-2 inches long, have a scent like cloves, and have a warm spicy 

flavor. Basil prefers to grow in sun, in light rich soil. When harvesting, take as needed, all but 2 or 3 

leaves at the base of each branch before flowers bloom.  Remove flower buds to encourage leaf 

growth.  Use the buds in salads or a stir fry. You can dry or freeze. Leaves can also be kept refriger-

ated in jars; alternate layers of leaves with salt and top with olive oil. Or place stems in a glass with 

1” of water and store at room temperature. Change the water daily to enjoy several days of fresh 

basil. 

In the Victorian language of herbs and flowers, sweet basil depicted good wishes, best wishes, 

love or serious intentions. 

Basil is used in many herbal blends. Anything made of tomatoes welcomes it. It is also used in 

dishes of eggs, shrimp, soups, salads or leftover vegetables. Basil has a medium flavor and can be 

used many ways. ¼ teaspoon of powdered = 3/4 to 1 teaspoon crumbled = 2-3 teaspoons of fresh. 

APPETIZER PLATE—On a flat plate, spread out sliced tomatoes, onions, olives, fresh mozzarella 

cheese (in small pieces) and you can add artichokes if desired. Season as desired with salt and pep-

per. Drizzle with balsamic vinegar and olive oil.  Top with shredded or whole leaves of basil. 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/430.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6440.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6440.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6440.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6440.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6440.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
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