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From the Pastor’s Desk 

  February is coming to a close, and we are into the Lenten Season. It is such a special year to 

truly understand the fragility of life, which we often ignore. People are sick, and many have died. I now 

know what a pandemic is. It lurks all around us, and I have become more thankful for my faith which 

gives me strength through all of this. 

Through this pandemic, we have become isolated, and are plodding along to make our religious wor-

ship and relationships relevant while we are doing things differently. Thankfully, many of you have 

kept up the pastoral care I have found to be one of your 

strengths. This is how we keep the faith. 

There is light at the end of the pandemic. Some normality will 

sneak into our church life. It may not be time to sit down and eat 

a meal together, but we are getting closer to have communion 

together, so stay tuned. Our worship, our identity as a Christian 

Church (Disciple of Christ) congregation centers at the table and 

being present with each other. 

Until things return to more normal, let us reflect on the strength 

that Jesus had during his last days, and his commitment to follow 

his father’s will. It is a great example for us on how we can get 

through trying times. 

I have been blessed to be part of your experience and a part of your preparation for new pastoral 

leadership. It takes patience, but it will be filled with reward. I will continue to do as much as I can to 

keep your worship focused, and to help make your resolve strong through any challenges we face.  

Jesus made it, and so will we. That is what Lent is about! 

In the Spirit of Jesus! 

Pastor Norman 
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Elder’s Spotlight 

We have been living in difficult times lately;  from racial hatred and spiteful politics, 

to  treacherous weather and a world pandemic.  Many are suffering with serious 

health concerns.  I came across this poem in my Grandma's bible  and thought it was 

worth sharing. 

I refuse to be discouraged, to be sad or to cry; 

I refuse to be downhearted, and here's the reason why... 

We have a God who's mighty, Who's sovereign and supreme; 

We have a God who loves us, and I am on his team.  

Our God knows all that's happening,  beginning to the end. 

His presence is our comfort, He is our dearest  friend. 

When circumstances threaten to rob us  from our peace;  

He draws us close into his arms, where all our strivings cease. 

The great  "I AM"  is with us, our lives are in His hand. 

The Son of God is our  hope, it's in His strength we stand. 

I refuse to be defeated,  my eyes are on my God.   

He has promised to be with us, as through this life we trod.   

I'm looking past our circumstances, to Heaven's throne above; 

Our prayers have reached the heart of God, I'm resting in His love. 

I give God thanks for everything, my eyes are on His face. 

The battle's His, the victory ours; He'll help us win the race. 

     —Author Unknown  

 

My prayer is for healing and peace.  Amen and Amen. 

Vicki Wakelee 
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Online worship continues during the month of March.  Decisions on this topic will be made at Church Board 

Meeting on March 17, 2021.   

Online Worship/In-Person Worship 

Perry Center Easter Baskets 

Mission Matters 

There is still time to donate towards the Easter Baskets that the 

Perry Center provides for Perry youth. 

This year for the baskets, our church is in charge of supplying Peanut 

Butter Eggs.  Rather than everyone purchasing and trying to deliver 

them to church by March 19th, it will be easier to make a donation by 

check and mail it to the church.  (Please make a note on your check 

that it’s for The Perry Center.)  At this time, it’s estimated that 35-50 

baskets will be made for ages 13-17.  Any money in excess of what is 

needed for the candy will be used to purchase additional items for the 

baskets. 

FYI:  The Easter baskets for the younger children are being handled in 

a different manner. 

Project Hope for the Homeless 

On Thursday, March 18th at 6:00 p.m. we will gather to prepare the 

Saturday Night Side Dish for Project Hope.   We need the usual items for our meal & sack lunches,  but the 

list won’t be posted on the church bulletin board.  Instead, please give Diane Lett  a call to tell her how you 

can help. (440) 346-533.  Of course we gather in the safest possible way to prepare these meals.  We also 

need a couple people willing to deliver the meal to Project Hope on Saturday, March 20th at 6:45 p.m. 

Frankie Blanchard & Brenda Carr 
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March 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

           9-10:30 
Women’s Bible 
Study in Person 
or online 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:30a Worship 
Online 

          9-10:30 
Women’s Bible 
Study in Person 
or online 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:30a Worship 
Online 

    6p Elders Mtg. 
7p Church Board Mtg 

6p Project Hope 
Food Prep 

  6:45p Project 
Hope Food De-
livery 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:30a Worship 
Online 

           

28  
Palm  
Sunday 

29 30 31 
   

9:30a Worship 
Online 

            

 

March Service Schedules 

  Elders Worship Leaders  

7 Linda Warfield 
Diane Lett 

    

14 Gayle Salsberry 
Rick Bartlett 

 

21 Earl Johnson 
Joann Rombough 

   

28 Donna Van Boxel 
Penny Harrison 

   

SERVESERVE  

WITH LOVEWITH LOVE  
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Women’s Bible Study 

The CWM is holding a hybrid Bible study on Saturdays from 9 -10:30 am. You can partici-

pate in person or by Zoom. It will wrap up on March 13th. The name of the 4 session DVD 

study is "Why Easter Matters" by Andy Stanley.  For more information contact Penny Harri-

son at pennyspad@sbcglobal.net or Brenda Carr  at blcarr2pierpont@gmail.com or 440-

487-8218.  Contact Brenda to get your book.  

Frankie Blanchard March 4 

Carole Martin March 8 

Donna Van Boxel March 9 

Dillon Johnson March 14 

Gene Warfield March 16 

Andy Lawson March 17 

Thurlene Lawson March 17 

Tim Jalovec March 25 

Joe Kraws March 28 

Mary Snyder March 29 

mailto:pennyspad@sbcglobal.net
mailto:blcarr2pierpont@gmail.com
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Thank You! 

Did You Know? 

Mindy (Bartlett) Polzer was nomi-
nated for the 2020 Ohio Teacher of 
the Year.  There are 106,000 teach-
ers in the state of Ohio, so to be 
nominated is a great honor. 
Mindy was nominated by the par-

ent of one of her students.  This parent recognized Mindy’s teaching abilities 
and the effect she has on her students.  Mindy also showed loving concern for 
her students emotional needs during this COVID pandemic. 
 
We are very proud of you, Mindy! 
 
Mindy teaches 5th grade at Madison Schools.  
      —Submitted by Carole Martin 

Dear Perry Christian Church Congregation, 

Thank you for your generous donation of $40 for our 2020 Church Appeal which we received on February 

19, 2021. Here at Extended Housing our mission is to prevent and end homelessness for individuals in Lake 

County with serious mental illness.  Although we served more than six hundred clients last year, our waiting 

list usually contains the names of more than three hundred persons in need of housing assistance. 

Your support will help us fill the funding gap between our government fund-

ing and the overall costs to operate our programs. Thank you! You have 

made a real difference in the lives of the people we serve. 

Sincerely, 

Karen McLeod 

Executive Director 
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THE HERB & SPICE TRAIL 

Contributed by:  Linda Warfield 

MYRRH 

 

Matthew 2:11  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. 

 

Mary would have particularly smiled at the gift of myrrh. She would have known that is was also meant 
for her and not just the babe.  Myrrh was one of the most desired and most expensive items in the world. 
Myrrh is mentioned in twenty two books of the Bible and is the most frequently mentioned oil of the Bi-
ble.  It was known as a core ingredient of the sacred anointing oil as well as used as incense of temple ser-
vices in Jerusalem.  Emotionally, myrrh has the effect of provoking a feeling of security and well being. 
Myrrh was not only the first oil to be mentioned in the Bible, but also the last in Revelation 18:13. It was 
one of the first and last oils to be received by Christ; first at his birth, and last at the cross where it was 
offered in the wine just before he was crucified. Afterward, a mixture of myrrh and aloes was brought to 
wrap Jesus' body for burial.  

 

Myrrh was considered a rare and valuable gift.  It is the hardened gum-like material (resin) that comes 
from cuts made in the trunk or thorny branches of the tree genus of Commiphora myrrha and from the 
family of Burseraceae. They typically grow in the parched rocky hills of Northern Africa and the Middle 
East. Myrrh is harvested by repeatedly wounding the trees to bleed the gum, which is very waxy and co-
agulates quickly.  After the harvest, the gum becomes hard and glossy.  The gum is yellowish and may be 
either clear or opaque.  It darkens deeply as it ages. Steam distillation is used to distract the oil. The scent 
of myrrh is warm, earthy, woody, and balsamic.  It promotes spiritual awareness and is emotionally uplift-
ing.  

 

Myrrh is still diffused or burned in churches.  It has anti-infectious, anti-inflammatory, antiseptic, astrin-
gent and tonic properties. The Romans used it  in many perfumes and medicines.  It was also occasionally 
used in cooking as a spice to encourage appetite. The Arabian and Egyptian people used myrrh for many 
skin conditions, such as chapped and cracked skin and wrinkles. It is commonly added to skin care prod-
ucts to help with moisturizing and also for the fragrance.  The oleo-resin of the myrrh tree was also 
chewed as a gum by the Hebrews to help prevent infectious diseases of the mouth, teeth, and gums.  
Even today, myrrh is widely used in oral hygiene products.  Myrrh has been used to protect from coughs, 
sore throats, thrush and to soothe and heal cuts and bruises and scar tissue. Even Mary would have used 
it to take care of stretch marks. 
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