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Pastor’s Ponderings 

Happy August, ya’ll!! What a delight it is to sit and begin to write my first ever newsletter article as 

your pastor. I am so thrilled to be here. For the first few months, I’ll mostly be watching and listen-

ing and learning who Perry Christian Church is, but while I do that, one of my first goals is to con-

nect with every single one of you - at your homes or over a meal or coffee or in my office. I want to 

know each of you. 

I will be in Perry all day on Wednesdays and Fridays, as well as whenever else I may be needed 

(and also Sundays!!). I want to hear from you if you have concerns or worries or just feel like chat-

ting - call me or text me or email me anytime. Tuesday and Thursday will be work at home days for 

me as well. 

I am committed to loving this church with my whole heart. And I want to help us all deepen our 

connections to God. One of my favorite descriptions of what it means to be a pastor is “to comfort 

the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.” God’s gospel should challenge us. It challenges me every 

single day, and comforts me almost as often. Sometimes I’m stubborn and so the comfort doesn’t 

make it through as quickly as it could.  

I knew from early on that I was being led to be a pastor. I resisted it. I resisted it a lot. Most people 

I knew immediately stopped being themselves when the pastor was around. They would clean up 

that language, stop the gossip, present the version of themselves they felt was most Christian. I 

wasn’t about any of that. It drove me crazy. I wanted to meet people right where they were. I did-

n’t want the “dressed up” version of the people in my congregation. I wanted to know their hearts 

and their fears and their foibles and what made them laugh. That’s where we start when we go to 

meet God, you know. There is no fooling God. We start with exactly who we are. It is the people 

who are willing to show up and be authentic, be real and be open that are going to define the next 

part of the story of Perry Christian Church. And I can’t wait to be a part of it. 

For now, I will be earnestly praying for all of you, by name. (As I learn your names, that is. I’ll 

apologize in advance for my slowness in learning names. I’m really quite bad at it.). I ask you all to 

pray for me that I might serve well and be open to God’s guidance.  

I love you and I already love being your pastor, 

Pastor Kristin 
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The Elder’s Spotlight 

Heaven’s Grocery Store 

I was walking down life's highway a long, long time ago.   
One day I saw a sign that read, "HEAVEN'S GROCERY STORE."   

As I got a little closer, the door came open wide  
and when I came to myself, I was standing inside. 

I saw a host of angels. They were standing everywhere.   
One handed me a basket and said, "Child, shop with care. 

 
Everything a Christian needs is in this grocery store.   
What you can’t carry, why just come back for more.”  

 
First, I got some PATIENCE. LOVE was in the very same row.  

Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you need it wherever you go. 
 

I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH.   
I just couldn't miss the HOLY SPIRIT, for it was all over the place. 

 
I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this race.  

Though my basket was near full, I realized I needed GRACE. 
 

I didn't forget SALVATION, for SALVATION was free!   
So I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me.   

 
Then I started for the counter to pay my grocery bill.  
For I thought I had everything to do the Master’s will. 

 
As I started up the aisle, I saw PRAYER; I just had to put that in,  

for I knew when I stepped outside, I’d run right into sin. 
 

PEACE and JOY were plentiful; lying on the very last shelf. 
SONG and PRAISE were hanging near, so I just helped myself.    

 
Then I said unto the angel, "How much do I owe?" 

He smiled and said, "Just take your basket everywhere you go." 
 

Again I asked, "How much do I really owe?" 
Still smiling he said,  "JESUS PAID YOUR BILL LONG, LONG AGO!”    

 
Thanks to Almeta Morris for sharing this!  Earl Johnson 
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CWM 

Perry Outdoor Market 

Perry Christian Church 

3270 Call Road  

P.O. Box 177 

Perry, OH 44081 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 

9a-3p 

Sponsored by Christian Women’s Fellowship 

Proceeds used for mission projects 

On Thursday, August 19th at 6:00 p.m. we will gather to prepare the 

Saturday Night Side Dish for Project Hope. We need volunteers to deliver the 

food on Saturday, August 21st at 6:45.  The sign-up list is posted on the  

bulletin board. Of course we gather in the safest possible way to prepare these 

meals.  We appreciate your commitment to this ongoing mission. 

 

Frankie Blanchard & Brenda Carr 

Project Hope Saturday Side Dish 

 Our fundraiser “Perry Outdoor Market” is set for Saturday, August 7th at the church.  (This 

is the same day as the Perry Community Yard sale.)   

 If you have “treasures” at your home that you’d like to be rid of but you don’t want to rent 

space at our Outdoor Market on August 7th, then you’re in luck!  CWM has decided to put up a 

few tables for these donated items.   No clothes and all items must be in good condition and indi-

vidually priced.  We will collect them in the Teen Room.  Please don’t bring things on the day of 

the sale.  All proceeds will go to CWM for mission projects.   
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August 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 4 5 6 7 1 2 
 9:00a Community 

Service Team 
6:30p 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

 9a-3p Perry Outdoor 
Market 

9:30a  
Worship  
 

7p Trustee 
Mtg. 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:30a  
Worship  
 

    6:30p 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

   

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9:30a  
Worship  

    6p Project 
Hope Food 
Prep 
6:30p 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

  6:45p Project Hope 
Food Delivery 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9:30a  
Worship  

      6:30p 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

   

29 30 31     
9:30a  
Worship  

         

 Worship Leaders Elders 

1 Vicki Wakelee Penny Harrison & Donna Van Boxel 

8 Judy Bartlett Vicki Wakelee & Linda Warfield 

15 Frankie Blanchard Diane Lett & Gayle Salsberry 

22 Penny Angeloro Rick Bartlett & Earl Johnson 

29 Tim Johnson Joann Rombough & Penny Harrison 

All Month 

Deacons 
Bob Wright & Rod Collins 

Sacristans 

Pat & Earl Johnson 

Counters  

Frankie Blanchard & Vicki Wakelee 

August Service Schedules 
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AUGUST 6 — Pauline Bowlus 

AUGUST 12 — Lori Silvis 

AUGUST 21 — Kenton Polzer 

AUGUST 22 — Judy Bartlett 

AUGUST 27 — Dave Helmick 

AUGUST 28 — Vicki Wakelee 

Thank You 

Mary Jo and I extend to the congregation our thanks for your  

warm embrace and support during my interim with you during these  

trying times. Normal visitation and ministries for the most part have  

been severely impacted, but I hope your sense of praise and worship  

has been maintained. We have learned new things. As much as face to  

face worship is our preferred, you have adapted to technology connections  

to share in the worship experience. These I think will continue to be supplemental, 

so that you can keep a worship connection to your church family when absent. 

Build your love for your new settled pastor as you work back to a new understand-

ing of  

ministry and worship. 

Pastor Norman 

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR CHURCH DIRECTORY: 

 REV. KRISTIN WICKLESS, 820 MAE ST, KENT, OH  44240 

 PHONE: 330-541-8691 

 EMAIL: PASTOR@PERRYCHRISTIANCHURCH.ORG  
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THE HERB & SPICE TRAIL 

Contributed by:  Linda Warfield 

DILL WEED 

 

Matthew 23:23 RSV  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and 

dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law." 

 

Anethum graveolens is believed to have its beginnings in the Mediterranean region. The Latin name 

Anethum describes the growth habits. The word is a combination of the words ano and theo, which when 

used together mean “upwards I run”. Anethum also originates from the Greek word aneson or aneton, 

which is most likely also the origin of the name of anise. The Latin name graveolens comes from a combi-

nation of two words; gravis, meaning heavy or weighty, and oleo, which means producing a smell or odor.  

Therefore, the name Anethum graveolens means a tall plant with a vigorous growth habit that has a 

strong smell. 

Dill is a member of the Apiaceae family which included such herbs as parsley, cilantro, fennel and Queen 

Anne's lace. Dill is most commonly grown as an annual. The plant most likely arrived in America by means 

of the early settlers. Dill  is a wonderful host plant for butterflies, providing ample food and protection for 

their eggs and larvae.  

The Lebanese often teach that Abraham shared his knowledge of dill with his people when he came 

from the North. The herb definitely had a presence during biblical times either in a homeowner's garden or 

growing wild.  Today it can still be found growing in Palestine along the plains of Sharon and near Naz-

areth. 

Dill has long been a highly prized herb, and in many cultures it was taxed and tithed. It has a long and 

ancient history in many countries as a culinary and medicinal herb. In Egypt 5,000 years ago, the plant 

was referred to as a “soothing medicine”.  Around 3,000 B.C.E. the Babylonians were known to have 

grown dill in their gardens.  In Greek culture, dill scented oil was burned in their homes and the plant's 

essential oil was used to make some of their wine. Scorched dill seeds were used to aid with healing 

wounded soldiers, a practice also shared by the Romans.  

Dill seeds are often called “meetinghouse seeds” because they were chewed during long church services 

to keep members awake or kids quiet. (Meetinghouse seeds:  Equal parts of caraway, dill & fennel seeds 

mixed together.) The seeds were also chewed in order to freshen the breath and quiet noisy stomachs (an 

aid for digestion). Maybe I should try that. The Greeks used dill as a sleep aid, by covering their eyes with 

the plant to help them get a good night's rest. Studies have shown that dill can be used to help manage 

diabetes and improve heart health as well as being used an anti-inflammatory. Essential oils of dill are  

anti-bacterial, anti-microbial, anti-fungal, and anti-congestive.   Dill is a good source of Vitamins A & C, 

Calcium and Iron.  

When cooking with dill, a little goes a long way.  A serving size is one teaspoon. Some ideas are to blend 

with cottage cheese, put on salmon before broiling, add to any cheese dish, add to beans, beets, eggplant, 

potatoes, cucumber, lettuce, or tomato dishes.  What is your favorite?  Enjoy!!! 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/430.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/430.htm
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