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October 2020 Lambs’ Tales 
 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
122 N. Main Street, Cloverdale, CA   94525 

707-891-6015; gsccloverdale@gmail.com 

www.goodshepherdcloverdale.org  

 

 

 

Message from Rev. Tim+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Welcome to October!  I’m looking forward to the change of 

season – it has been a hot and smoky summer.  As a child, I 

would get excited as Halloween meant trick-or-treating and 

lots of candy!  Today, I am aware of all kinds of celebrations 

this month: Elders Day, Teachers Day, World Vegetarian Day 

and International Coffee day.  Who knew?! 😊 

As we continue to “stay in place,” I am reminded that we 

are faced with a challenge of keeping our congregation 

together.  Unfortunately, there is no established road map 

on how to do this during a pandemic, but with the 

guidance of our Diocese and Mission Committee, we 

continue to improve what we are doing and look for new 

ways of strengthening our church family.  As Clergy, our 
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main objective is to keep our congregation together and 

meeting your spiritual needs as best we can. 

Currently, we are: 

• Providing on-line spiritual communion service weekly 

utilizing YouTube. 

• Continuing our Bible Study on-line weekly utilizing Zoom.  

We are completing “The Way of Love” and will be 

starting a new book called, “The Social Justice Bible 

Challenge” 

• Continuing Weekly Coffee hour on Sunday at 10:00 am 

utilizing Zoom. 

• Using our phone tree to check on the wellbeing of our 

congregation.   

None of us have been through anything like this before, so it 

is hard to gauge if what we are doing is meeting your 

needs.  To avoid operating in a silo, we are actively pursuing 

your input.  We would like to know what is working for you 

and what would you like to either see changed or added.   

Please send your thoughts to Deacon Bob.  He will gather 

your input and share it with the church. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Tim + 
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October 4 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Francis was born in Assisi, Italy in 1182.  He was the son of a 

prosperous silk merchant, and spent his youth “in harmless revelry and 

fruitless attempts to win military glory.”  In early adulthood, he 

encountered a beggar and gave him all he had.  He then devoted 

himself to serve the poor, and took on the life of a penitent.  After 

hearing the gospel on the calling of the twelve, he found seven 

followers, which grew into the order of Franciscans, which spread 

across Europe and the Mediterranean region.  

He saw God reflected in nature, and he was a lover of animals and the 

environment. The Franciscans have been given guardianship of the 

holy places in the Holy Land. 

Most High, omnipotent, good Lord, 

To thee be ceaseless praise outpoured, - 

And blessing without measure. 

Let creatures all give thanks to thee 

And serve in great humility. 

--from Hymn 406 

 

Jane Snibbe+, sourced in part from A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
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On Sunday, October 4th (Feast of St. Francis of Assisi) 
we will hold a Celebration of Blessing of the 
Animals.  Revs Jane and Tim will be available between 
11:00 AM and 11:30 AM for drive-by blessings.  No need to 
get out of your car, we will bless your pet while you all remain 
in your vehicle!  When you arrive for your blessing, please 
take note of where you should line up behind those in front of 
you (we hope to do this on Broad St on the south side of the 
church but we may need to be flexible).  For those who are 
uncomfortable with leaving your home, we can arrange to 
come to your front door with a blessing at a mutually agreed 
upon time that day.  Please contact any member of the clergy 
if you would like to arrange a home visit for the blessing. 
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October Birthdays 
 

Mireille Polge 

Paul Needels 
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Mireille Polge continues to recuperate at Vine Ridge Assisted 
Living. She is slowly regaining strength and is doing a lot of physical 
therapy.  She is not using her computer at this time but would love to 
hear from all of you.  If any would like to send her a note, her address is  

Vine Ridge Assisted Living/ Mireille Polge 
247 Treadway Dr 

Cloverdale, CA 95425 
 
Don Rathjen is home now, recovering from a fall several weeks ago. His 
family is with him taking turns with household duties and taking care 
of Don.  

Lynn Caruso requests prayers for patience and healing of a torn ankle 
tendon without surgery as she enters the seventh week of a no 
walking/driving regime with boot.  

Prayers requested for healing for Jude Latchford  

Prayers requested for healing for Aura Owens 

Prayers requested for healing for Victoria Martineau’s sister Judy. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A book club is forming to study Ibram X. Kendi's 
book, How to Be an Antiracist.  This will be a multi-
congregational group with folks participating from St. 
Stephen's in Sebastopol, Incarnation in Santa Rosa, St. 
Patrick's in Kenwood, St. John's in Petaluma, and our own 
Good Shepherd Church.  Deacon Bob will be participating 
with the group.  The sessions will be held from 6:30 - 8:00 
PM every other Monday evening starting October 12th (a 
total of 6 meetings).  Please let Deacon Bob know if you 
are interested in joining the group or have any questions. 

  

We continue to offer private viewing times for the new 
stained-glass windows so if you would like to set up a time 
to visit, please contact Deacon Bob. 

 
  

Bible Study continues this coming Tuesday at 3 PM and 
will start with a discussion of the lectionary readings 
followed by a discussion of "The Way of Love" element of 
"Rest".  Later in October, we will start a discussion of the 
book “The Social Justice Bible Challenge.” Please join us 
as we continue our journey of study together.  A reminder 
email with the Zoom link will be sent out on Tuesday 
morning. 
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The food banks throughout the country are in need of our 
support during this time of pandemic (and, more locally, 
the fires).  If you would like to contribute, you can send a 
check to the Cloverdale Food Pantry at PO Box 1038, 
Cloverdale, 95425.  You can also donate to Episcopal 
Relief & Development by clicking here 

  

We appreciate all the wonderful love and concern our 
church family has shown for each other during this difficult 
time.  Please continue your efforts to reach out and 
ensure that everyone feels the love of Christ in our 
midst.  Please let your clergy team know if there is anyone 
who is in need spiritually or financially so we can ensure 
that those needs are addressed. 

  
We want to remind you to please continue giving to Good 
Shepherd as you are able; our expenses continue even if we 
are unable to be there physically at this time.  You can make 
your contribution online or mail your check to the church at PO 
Box 337, Cloverdale, CA  95425.  Thank you, and please let us 
know if there is anything you would like to see with regard to 
services or other outreach within our parish community as well 
as the community at large. 
 
Blessings....Jane, Tim and Bob  

 

 

https://goodshepherdcloverdale.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=94f63dc6db6e04c2e53b3d5fb&id=2a2765b7e9&e=92bf5d264c
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An Irish priest is driving down to 
New York and gets stopped for 
speeding in Connecticut. The 
state trooper smells alcohol on 
the priest's breath and then sees 
an empty wine bottle on the floor 
of the car. He says, 'Sir, have you 
been drinking?' 
'Just water,' says the priest 
The trooper says, 'Then why do I 
smell wine?' 
The priest looks at the bottle and 
says, 'Good Lord! He's done it 
again!' 
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Mission Committee Meeting Notes 

Property Team 

Marshall outlined the landscaping plan’s progress, including 
information on bids, the pathway to the water fountain area, and 
Prickett’s Nursery’s giving us wholesale pricing. Estimated install date, 
November 2020.  Gene is checking traps for rats monthly. No rats to 
report! 

Outreach and Internal Fellowship  

Christel will hold a virtual meeting of the outreach team to determine 
how to disperse $5,000 in donations. Please send her your input. She 
will present the team’s proposals at the November meeting. Jane 
mentioned Episcopal Relief and Development was a worthy recipient, 
doubling pledges made in December. For the homeless packets, we 
need to purchase more McDonald’s gift cards 

Worship/Clergy reports 

Jane said the Blessing of the Animals will be on October 4th from 11-
11:30 at the church. Should parishioners want animals blessed at their 
home, it will follow.  

Jane will be leading Bible Study on a book dealing with social justice.  

Tim has been in contact with Sally Hubbell at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Healdsburg about ways our two churches can co-mingle and 
work together on projects.  

Bob’s time is still spent on the production of weekly services; he 
commends the How to be an Anti-Racist book group for everyone’s 
consideration.  
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Our three clergy were thanked by Gene and all the Mission Committee. 
Tim reminded us Total Ministry is still alive and well here, and we all 
need to do our part.  

 

Communications 

Candi is working on the October newsletter and will have it out in a day 
or two. She will also make announcements in Facebook and parish 
email regarding the blessing of the animals on Sunday.  

Old Business 

The church sign is a work in progress; Gene wants to give away chairs, 
mattresses and a table from the Vicarage. 

New Business 

Candi led a discussion asking for ideas on ways to keep our faith 
community together. Send Candi and our clergy your ideas for 
COVID-responsible ways to re-ignite fellowship among our members. 
Outdoor services, food served outdoors on patio (Gene will host first 
one), other ideas? 
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