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November Reflection from Rev. Jane+ 

As we begin the holiday season of each year, these times are 

going to be very different from past years. 

We will begin the month with election day on November 3rd.  (See 

prayer for an election day on page 5) 

The national holiday of Veterans’ Day on November 11th will not 

include the long time Cloverdale observance, which has been held 

often at the Plaza, and sometimes in the Vets Hall.  We will miss the 

observances, prayers, speeches and band music.  There will be an 

outside, socially distanced observation near the Vets Building.  (See 

details on page 5) 

The national holiday of Thanksgiving will be without many traditions: 

the Macy’s parade, to a pro-football game, to “black Friday” 

shopping, and family gatherings with traditional foods from turkey 

and all the trimmings with pumpkin pie. 
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This will bring me great sadness as I will miss our annual 3-day 

reunion of my late brother’s family and mine, totaling about 25 

people of three generations.  At this point, we are planning a Zoom 

gathering in the evening.  Certainly, one thing to be thankful for is 

Zoom, as it does give us a connection. 

In this season of giving thanks, we can think about to whom we are 

giving thanks.  The story of the first Thanksgiving is the story of the 

Pilgrims giving thanks to God for bringing them safely through their 

first year in North America.  Tradition has it that they invited the 

native people who helped them through this first year and 

expressed their thanks for that help. 

Giving thanks, even in the midst of what we are living through is still 

the response to make now.   

I suggest that each of us, in whatever grouping we are in for this 

national celebration, offer thanks to God for what we do have: a 

loving church community with an historic building, the beautiful 

area we live in, the love of family - far and near, technology that 

keeps us connected, and a God who is with us through every 

minute of our lives. 

Jane+ 
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Remembering in November 

 

On November 14th, we remember Samuel Seabury, the first bishop of The 

Episcopal Church.  He was born in Connecticut and ordained in England in 1753 

and sent to New Jersey.  He served as a rector on Long Island and later in 

Westchester County in New York. 

During the Revolution, he remained loyal to the British and served as a chaplain 

to the British Army.  After the Revolution, he was asked by clergy in 

Connecticut to seek consecration as a bishop, as there were no bishops in the 

new United States, so he journeyed to England. 

He could not be consecrated bishop by the Church of England, unless he swore 

allegiance to the crown.  He turned to The Episcopal Church in Scotland and on 

November 14, 1784, he was consecrated bishop in Aberdeen by two Scottish 

bishops in the presence of a number of clergy and laity.  He kept his promise to 

the Scottish bishops, that the American Church would adopt the Scottish form 

for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 

He participated in the first consecration of a bishop on American soil in 1792. 

We give you thanks, O Lord our God, for bestowing upon this Church the gift of 

an episcopate and we remember Samuel Seabury. 

Jane+ 

From A Great Cloud of Witnesses 
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November Birthdays 
 

 

 

Lin Buchman 

Ron Longo 

Maggie Carlsen 
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Veterans Day Remembrance 

On Wednesday, November 11, at 11:00 AM there will be a Veterans Day 
remembrance at the Veterans Building. It is a day to honor all our veterans both 
living and passed on. We will also be honoring our recently discharged 
Cloverdale veterans and returning their banners that have been hanging on our 

city light poles. It will be held outdoors. Please wear your mask. 
 

 
Prayer for an Election 

From The Book of Common Prayer 

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and 

privileges: Guide the people of the United States, this state, and 

community in the election of officials and representatives; that, by 

faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be 

protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

We continue in Prayers of Healing for Aura Owens, 
Carolyn “CC” Kirchner, Mireille Polge, Jude Latchford, 
Don Rathjen, Lynn Caruso, Victoria’s sister Judy and 
others you know. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The ongoing pandemic and the recent fires have hit our neighbors in the farmworker 
community particularly hard.  Since much of the grape crop has been lost due to 
smoke taint, farmworkers have not been able to earn a living harvesting the 
grapes.  It is estimated that 50 to 60% of farmworkers are unemployed.  The next 60 
to 90 days are critical in providing support as it is unlikely they will be able to make 
ends meet until they start work pruning the vines.  Good Shepherd has already 
started to help by supplying some $50 gift cards for farmworker families in need.  We 
also expect to help with rent and/or utility assistance as the need arises.  If you would 
like to assist in this effort, please consider giving to help our neighbors during this 
difficult time.  You can do this by donating to the Good Shepherd Clergy Discretionary 
Fund.  Send a check made out to the church (PO Box 337, Cloverdale) with 
"Discretionary Fund" in the memo line or by donating online here.  Please ensure to 
click on "Clergy Discretionary Fund" in the drop-down box labeled "To:” Thank you for 
your consideration.    

• The food banks throughout the country are in need of our support during this time of 
pandemic (and, more locally, the fires).  If you would like to contribute, you can send 
a check to the Cloverdale Food Pantry at PO Box 1038, Cloverdale, 95425.  You can 
also donate to Episcopal Relief & Development by clicking here  

•  

We appreciate all the wonderful love and concern our church family has shown for 
each other during this difficult time.  Please continue your efforts to reach out and 
ensure that everyone feels the love of Christ in our midst.  Please let your clergy team 
know if there is anyone who is in need spiritually or financially so we can ensure that 
those needs are addressed. 

  

We want to remind you to please continue giving to Good Shepherd as you are able; 

our expenses continue even if we are unable to be there physically at this time.  You 

can make your contribution online or mail your check to the church at PO Box 337, 

Cloverdale, CA  95425.  Thank you, and please let us know if there is anything you 

would like to see with regard to services or other outreach within our parish 

community as well as the community at large. 

 

 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1330785
https://goodshepherdcloverdale.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=94f63dc6db6e04c2e53b3d5fb&id=f455cfbca6&e=92bf5d264c
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1330785
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Expressions of thanks and appreciation 
 

 

From Senior Warden, Gene Marcinkowski: 

 
I would like to take some space in this newsletter to highlight and to give thanks 
to Rev. Jane, Rev. Tim and Deacon Bob. I really don't think people realize what 
these three do for our little church. While a lot of us that are on committees, will 
put together a report for the monthly Mission Committee meeting or make a 
phone call, these three are continually working to keep things going, by writing 
meaningful sermons, filming and putting together our weekly YouTube service, 
putting together Bible study, working in the community to spread our Episcopal 
outreach and keeping our financial obligations on track and much more! I can 
only imagine what we would be doing if we didn't have our deacon and two 
priests Shepherding us through this pandemic and shutdown. I think I speak for 
the whole congregation when I say Thank You for All you do! 
Gene 
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From Lynn Caruso: 

 

 
What thanks we owe the stained-glass window committee!  They made 
inspired choices in theme from John 22:5. They thought and planned 
throughout the process to create a whole image and unite it with the existing 
windows.  In selecting Willet Hauser Architectural Glass, they chose a 
venerable, well-respected company.  Through their efforts and the 
generosity of donors, they have created something beautiful for years to 
come.  Something for us to treasure and be inspired by when we are finally 
gathered together in person to worship again! 
 
With thanks, Lynn Caruso 

 

 

From Diana Perkins: 

 

“Bill and I went inside the church last Saturday to 
view the new windows and they are awesome!  The 
river theme, artwork and colors bring so much to the 
character of that little church! It made me cry that 
they are so beautiful!  They look like they have 
always belonged there!!!!  The cleaned up older 
windows look fantastic too!  The colors are so much 
more vibrant! You and the design committee did 
such a fantastic job! I can't wait to experience a 
service there!” 

Hugs, 
Diana 
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Good times in October! 

 

Blessing of the Animals on October 4th 
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Outdoor in person coffee hour on October 11th, hosted by Gene 

Marcinkowski and the Fellowship Team. As Lynn Caruso puts it, “we all 

derived strength from each other’s presence!” 
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Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and asks the first man he 
meets, 'Do you want to go to heaven? 

The man said, 'I do, Father.' 

The priest said, 'Then stand over there against the wall.' 

Then the priest asked the second man, 'Do you want to go to heaven?'  

'Certainly, Father,' the man replied. 

'Then stand over there against the wall,' said the priest. 

Then Father Murphy walked up to O'Toole and asked, 'Do you want to go to 
heaven?' 

O'Toole said, 'No, I don't Father.' 

The priest said, 'I don't believe this. You mean to tell me that when you die 
you don't want to go to heaven?' 

O'Toole said, 'Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you were getting a group 
together to go right now!' 

 



 

 

   

  Page 12 of 18 

   
 

In other news: 

Congratulations to our own Reverend Tim who announced at this month’s 
Mission Committee meeting that he will be nominated at the upcoming 
Diocesan Convention for a Clergy position on the Standing Committee.  He will 
be nominated by the Reverend Sally Hubbell (St. Paul’s church – Healdsburg). 
Tim will be the only individual running for this position outside of 
Sacramento.  Tim explained that it is important to have representation on this 
committee from the western portion of the Diocese and from a smaller church.  

The Standing Committee is elected by the diocesan convention. Half of its 
members are clerical, half lay. It serves as the bishop's council of advice. The 
Standing Committee is requested to give consent for all bishops elected in the 
Episcopal Church. It recommends persons for ordination. It gives the bishop 
advice and consent on the purchase, sale, or encumbrance of any property held 
by a congregation or the diocese. It gives the bishop advice and consent as to 
any judicial sentence given to a clergy person or concurs in allowing a clergy 
person to cease functioning as a member of the clergy. It investigates and 
reports to the bishop on the charge that a deacon or priest has abandoned the 
Episcopal Church. It also receives the bishop's resignation. 

The Social Justice Bible Challenge starts Tuesday November 3rd 

The Good Shepherd Bible Study will begin next week a new book and study of 
social justice. We just completed The Way of Love and its 7 practices, which we 
began early this year. After we discuss the upcoming weekly readings, we will go 
to this new book exploring social justice by “engaging in scripture and 
connecting our desire to help with God’s mandate to love and serve others.” 
(from the Rev. Marek Zabriskie the organizer of the program). All are invited to 
participate. If you wish to pursue this study on your own, I have a few more 
books, which I can distribute.  Jane+ 



 

 

   

  Page 13 of 18 

   
 

The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California is offering a “Best Skills – Best 
Churches” program, which begins on November 13th 

 
Russian River Deanery Forming Regional Discernment Group (RDG) 
 
The Russian River Deanery is looking for people willing to help to 
foster the discernment of people interested in becoming ordained 
ministers (priests and deacons).  Rather than each congregation 
having its own Commission on Ministry, the RDG comprised of clergy 
and lay from throughout the Deanery will help identify these 
candidates and walk with them as they discern their call.  The time 
commitment for an RDG is usually 8 to 10 meetings over a four to six-
month period.  Each meeting has a clearly defined agenda and goals, 
at times mutually agreed upon by all participants. This is an important 
function in the life of the church as the Deanery has four people 
currently waiting for our RDG to form.  If you would be interested in 
learning more about participating in this ministry, please contact 
Reverend Jane. 
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            What is ECS? 

Episcopal Community Services is an outreach arm 

of the Diocese of Northern California.  Our primary goal is to 

assist congregations develop and sustain ministries focused on 

human rights advocacy, human service or health programs, or 

lay leadership/empowerment programs. 

 

ECS does this through offering grants for Mission Develop-

ment such as the Warren Dunning Memorial Grant for service 

to the least, the last and/or the lonely with emphasis on new 

or growing ministry; the Rt. Rev. Barry L Beisner Grant for 

human rights advocacy, human service or health programs, or 

lay leadership & empowerment programs; and the Jane and 

Jerry Lamb Grant for ministry with young people.  
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Among the 2020/2021 grants are 

• for “Bilingual Parent Communication” to St. Luke’s, 

Calistoga, for support salaries of bilingual teachers in the 

full-day pre-school and child-care center. 

• for “Prosper Placer Project” to St. Luke’s, Auburn, to 
work with families   willing to take concrete steps to help 
themselves by matching families with volunteers. 

• For “Partnering with the Jesus Center” to St. John’s, 
Chico, to replace fruit trees, etc.  

Because of the restrictions of Covid we are making an 
impassioned plea for monetary assistance.  In 2020 we 
dispersed $16,000 in grants.  This is money that was donated 
in 2019.  The money that you donate today will go to 2021 
grants.  Please be generous. Here’s how to donate. 

• Write a check to your congregation with ECS in the memo 
section, or 

• Go to our website and donate online, or 

• Have your bank or personally send a check to:  

Episcopal Community Services 
Diocese of Northern California 
350 University Avenue, Suite 280 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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“The Outreach Team has completed our donations for the 2020 
year.  We’ve tried to address needs in all areas of our community, 
especially Seniors, the Homeless, children and education, and the 
hungry.  If anyone is interested in being a part of the Outreach Team 
for next year, we would love to have you!”  

- Christel Longo, Team Leader 
  
Cloverdale School Supplies- $500 

Farmworkers in need due to COVID and grape crop losses- $500 

Food Pantry- $600 

Wallace House- $400 

Senior Produce Program- $400 

Boys and Girls Club of Cloverdale- $400 

Episcopal Relief and Development Gifts for Life- $400 

CARE (Cloverdale Adds Resources for Education)-  $300 

Senior Center- $600 

Imagination Library- $100 

Kids Scoop Newspaper- $300 

Alexander Valley Film Festival Scholarship Fund- $100 

Bishop’s Fund for Disaster Relief- $200 

McDonalds Gift Cards (for unsheltered or travelers in need)- $200 
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Mission Committee Meeting Notes 

Property Team 

1. Re-landscaping, Marshall said Phil Thomas may be used for irrigation and 
pathway and local company for planting. Early November proposed starting 
time. Jane asked Black Walnut to be cut back. 

2. Gene received a quote for a Wi-Fi-based security system: $350-400 to 
install, $25/mo. to monitor. It would include smoke detector and motion 
sensor as well as keypad. More information to follow. 3. We discussed 
problems with sprouting tree stumps and need for fence to keep out chickens. 

 

Outreach and Internal Fellowship  

See Information on previous page 

 

Worship/Clergy reports 

Jane suggested members donate poinsettias for Christmas in memory 
of loved ones again this year. Plants could be delivered to members as 
was done with Easter Lilies earlier. Members agreed. Tim is running for a 
position on the Bishop’s Standing Committee (the Bishop’s advisors). 
He stressed it won’t diminish his Good Shepherd responsibilities. All 
wish him well. Bob shared he has been trying to connect with the 
farmworker community. He met Zeke Guzman who has helped to 
locally distribute funds to farmworker families in need. 
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Communications 

Candi is working on the November newsletter.  

 

Old Business 

The church sign is a work in progress; Gene wants to give away chairs, 
mattresses and a table from Vicarage. He will need help getting these 
down the stairs. 

 

New Business 

Diocesan Convention begins Friday November 6th. Delegates from 
Good Shepherd include Gene Marcinkowski, Elaine Rock, and Candi 
Bialon, along with our clergy, Reverends Jane, Tim and Bob.  

 

 


