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Reflection from Deacon Bob+ 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

I don’t know about you but one of my traits that I struggle with the 

most is patience.  Quite often I feel that things should be moving 

along faster than they are… I’m action oriented.  Let’s get there, 

let’s get it finished, time to move on this!   

So I was struck by something I read recently talking about the 

lessons for Lent in 2021.  This is Year B of the three-year lectionary 

cycle, and this year the Old Testament lessons and Gospels in Lent 

have a common theme of God’s covenants with his people, and 

his mercy and patience when they go astray. 

The main covenants made by God with his people are through 

Noah, Abraham, and David.  With Noah, he promises to not destroy 

the earth with flood.  For Abraham, God promised he would 

become the father of a host of nations and would get all the land 

in Canaan.  And finally, for David, God promised to build a 
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kingdom that would endure forever.  In return, God asked the 

people to follow his law and be faithful.  Yet, time and again, we 

failed to do so.  We are an impatient people; for the 4th Sunday in 

Lent the lesson from Numbers speaks of the people on their journey 

through the wilderness to the promised land saying, “the people 

became impatient on the way.”   

I don’t know of anyone who isn’t impatient for the pandemic to 

end.  We all want our lives to return to “normal.”  I’m sure we can 

think of other times in our lives when we were impatient for a return 

to health, improved finances, better relationships, and more.  But 

we must not let this impatience with worldly desires distract from our 

love and devotion to God lest we be led astray.  We must repent 

and search within us for what is important to God (it is put in our 

minds and written on our hearts; Jeremiah 31:33) and work to the 

best of our ability to stay true to it.  We can never dream of being 

as patient as God has been with us over thousands of years.  But if 

we step back and appreciate God’s patience with us, perhaps we 

can be a bit more patient in our own lives.   

In Christ… Deacon Bob 
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Remembering in March 

March 21 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr 1556 

Thomas Cranmer is responsible for the first Book of Common  Prayer in 1549, and the 

second Book in 1552.  The service we use for Morning Prayer in our current Prayer Book, is 

basically the service written by Cranmer, in English, the language of the people. 

He was involved in the annulment of the marriage of Henry VIII to Catherine of Aragon, 

and validated the King’s marriage to Anne Boleyn.  Their child, the future Elizabeth I was 

Cranmer’s godchild.  He reformed worship, doctrine, and practices of the Church of 

England.  However, when Henry and Catherine’s daughter, Mary I came to the throne, 

Roman Catholicism was restored and Cranmer was declared a heretic, and burned at the 

stake on March 21, 1556. 

Merciful God, through the work of Thomas Cranmer you renewed the worship of your 

Church, the language of the people, and through his death you revealed your power in 

human weakness: Grant that by your grace we may always worship you in spirit and in 

truth, through Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Below is a picture of the quote of Cranmer as he was being burned at the stake.  This was 

taken in the church, which sits near the site of his execution.  Jane Snibbe+ 
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****************************************************************************************** 

Mission Committee News 

The Mission Committee held its regular monthly meeting on Monday 

February 22nd. Senior Warden, Gene went over the January Financial 

Reports. Nothing out of the ordinary has occurred other than donations 

being received after various requests, including the recent Cyclone Disaster 

Donation Appeal by Amos after two recent catastrophic storms currently 

affecting his family in Fiji.   

 

Ministry Team Reports 

Property and Maintenance    

Jr. Warden Marshall Kelly elaborated on landscaping issues and is still 

accepting quotes for new plants and installation. We will work with two 

nurseries. A landscape architect is required to be onsite during installation.  

Ideally, work would be completed in one day.  Early March is a possibility 

for completion.  Funds look good; we are well under budget.  It was 

decided that no fence will be constructed to hide the trash and recycling 

bins.  

New Tasks completed by this team include:  An electrician has installed an 

LED motion-sensor in the area behind the sanctuary, and new remote-

controlled thermostats have been installed in the sanctuary and the 

vicarage.   
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Worship Committee 

Jane stated that Bible Study is on hiatus. There will eventually be 

conversation about what Bible Study will look like in the future.  Jane 

provided positive feedback regarding last Friday evening’s hour of 

meditation at church, where booklets on the Stations of the Cross were 

provided. 

Tim talked of Bishop Megan’s concern about streamlining the Diocese.  She 

has been learning of frustrations after surveys have been collected from 

management where a lack of support is felt.  The Bishop wants the Diocese 

to be human resource-centric and goal-efficient, and is looking at other 

Dioceses (including Good Shepherd Church) as to what works for them.  

Among other issues, it has been suggested that lay people could be involved 

in church services during the pandemic so more parishioners feel part of 

worship. 

Outreach/Internal Fellowship 

Rebecca is now Outreach Committee Chair and has been studying the binder 

of guidelines for the position.  She is in need of the proposed Budget for 

2021; Tim said Deacon Bob will send her that information.  Per Gene, once 

the budget is established, Rebecca can delegate funds based on the source 

of the donation requests.   

Communications 

The team welcomed Kirsten Tellez who will be the new Good Shepherd 

website administrator. THANK YOU, KIRSTEN!!!  
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March Birthdays 
 

Carolyn Marcinkowski 

Gary Kelleher 

Jane Snibbe 
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Keeping in our prayers: Aura Owens, Mireille Polge, Jude 
Latchford, and Victoria Martineau’s sister Judy  

From our Prayer Board 

• For a quick, full recovery for my neighbor Chuck’s sister 

 

• God, please help me in my desperate time of 
need!  Praying for all those in pain, suffering anguish, 
heartache, financial hardships.  Please bless all those 
that so deeply need your love and guidance.  Amen. 

 

• For successful foot surgery for Connie 
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Fridays during Lent 

 
Our practice at Good Shepherd has been to meet for Stations of the 
Cross each Friday at 5 PM during Lent.  With the pandemic, we will not 
be doing the devotion as we have in past years.  Instead, you are invited 
to come between 5 PM and 6 PM for a time of meditation in the 
church.  As part of this meditation, you can choose to silently go 
through the Stations of the Cross devotion (booklets will be available).  
Or you can choose to sit quietly to meditate/pray as you choose.  
Masks and social distancing are required during your visit. 

  

As an alternative, you may participate in the devotion by watching a 
video of the Stations of the Cross which has been provided by Virginia 
Theological Seminary (VTS).  You may access the video here: VTS 

Stations of the Cross Video 

 

 

 

 

https://goodshepherdcloverdale.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=94f63dc6db6e04c2e53b3d5fb&id=8b9f83b058&e=be8cd0d8ac
https://goodshepherdcloverdale.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=94f63dc6db6e04c2e53b3d5fb&id=8b9f83b058&e=be8cd0d8ac
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