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January 2022 Lamb’s Tales 
 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
122 N. Main Street, Cloverdale, CA   94525 

707-891-6015; gsccloverdale@gmail.com 

www.goodshepherdcloverdale.org  

          

JANUARY REFLECTION 

By Rev. Jane Snibbe 

January is the beginning of the calendar year in our part of the world. It is not the beginning of the 

church year, which began on Nov. 28th with the first Sunday of Advent. We will hear the lessons 

designated for Year C this year, which are mostly from the Gospel of Luke, though with a sprinkling 

from John and Matthew. 

Looking across the entire world, it is a “bringing us up short moment” to see that time is marked in 

different ways throughout the world; not just the way we do it. In fact, the calendar we follow 

today, only dates back to 1582, when it was decided, in the western world, to follow the solar year 

– one trip of earth around the sun equals a year. Other cultures and religions use different 

calendars to mark time. There are Hindu calendars, Buddhist calendars, Islamic calendars, and a 

Hebrew calendar – it is 5871. Eastern Christians use the Julian calendar. So as we welcome in 2022, 

this is not the year in other places. 

We inhabit this world of God’s with many other people who have different customs and life styles, 

rules and laws, beliefs and practices. It is always a challenge to not just look inward to find God in 

the world we inhabit, but to look at the world, and indeed the universe, as part of God’s most 

wondrous creation. I always remember the first pictures we saw of our beautiful blue planet from 

space. For eons, humans had no idea our planet was blue, or even round. 

As we begin this new calendar year, I pray for blessings on our congregation, a small yet mighty 

group: that we continue to bless each other with love and caring; and that we pray for good 

health for all of us and those we love; and that we always remember to thank God for his many 

blessings, as we live life in this corner or His creation.  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Jane+ 
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REMEMBERING IN JANUARY 
Timothy, Titus, and Silas 

On January 26, the day after the Feast of Conversion of St. Paul, three of his early co-

workers are celebrated. Timothy’s father was Greek, and his mother was a Jewish believer. 

Titus was also a Greek. Silas was a prophet in the Jerusalem church. All three were young 

men who were closely connected to Paul, and were entrusted to important matters, 

which helped form the life and history of the early Church. 

Timothy undertook missions to the Thessalonians, Corinthians, and Ephesians. He is 

considered the first bishop of Ephesus. 

Titus accompanied Paul to Jerusalem for the apostolic council – the important meeting 

where it was decided that gentile followers of Jesus were not required to be circumcised. 

He was sent on missions to Corinth. He later organized the church in Crete, and was the 

first bishop there. 

Silas, with Paul and Barnabas, delivered the decision of the council in Jerusalem. He 

accompanied Paul on missions to Asia Minor, and Macedonia. Tradition is that he died in 

Macedonia. 

Almighty God, who called Timothy, Titus, and Silas to lay a foundation of faith for your 

Church: Grant that we also may be living stones built upon the foundation of Jesus Christ 

our Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God now and forever. 

Amen 

Rev. Jane Snibbe  (information from A Great Cloud of Witnesses) 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

JANUARY FELLOWSHIP MEETING 

We will return to our regular Fellowship Night on the second Thursday of the month, 
January13 at the Veteran’s Hall from 5-7pm. Pizza will be provided! Hope to see you there!  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT: HELP NEEDED FOR WALLACE HOUSE 

Wallace House is looking for blankets in good condition to help furnish their new 

development for the unsheltered, Cherry Creek Village, on Cloverdale Blvd.  Sizes twin, full 

and queen are needed.  If you have any you can donate, please contact Deacon Bob to 

arrange for delivery. 
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FROM THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH MAILBOX 

We received the following official letter from the Episcopal Community 

Services Committee congratulating and recognizing Good Shepherd as a 

“Transformer” church making a difference in our community of Cloverdale!  
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

• We, at Good Shepherd, celebrated the Consecration of the Rev. Betsey Monnot as 

the new bishop of Iowa. Betsey worked with our congregation as we pursued the path 

of Total Ministry. She was also one of leaders at the College for Congregational 
Development that our team of church members attended. 
 

• Episcopal Migration Ministries has received a grant for refugee resettlement of Afghan 

refugees and other asylum seekers. EMM is one of several grantees receiving funds 
from a coalition of private funders.  The grant will support housing. 
 

• Volunteer teams of Oklahoma Episcopalians are providing a ministry of welcome at 

the Oklahoma City airport. The volunteers help newly arrived Afghans collect their 

luggage and drive them to hotels where they will stay until permanent housing is 
found. They are working with case workers from Catholic Charities. 

 
Rev. Jane (source Episcopal Journal, Dec. 2021) 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE MINISTRY TEAM  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN, GENE MARCINKOWSKI 

 

I would like to remind everyone that our annual meeting will be coming up in January and 

hopefully all will be able to attend. We will be looking to replace two positions on our Mission 

Committee. This is a very important part of our congregation and our clergy relies on many 

of our decisions involving the upkeep, care, internal and outreach of our church. I hope 

everyone will think about the talents that they have to contribute to and support our little 

church. I invite anyone who has questions about what the Mission Committee Ministry Team 

does to please call me or email me. I'm in our directory 

 

 
 
 

Also, we are in the process of getting estimates to replace the front doors of the church. The 
old doors are finally giving out after a hundred plus years of service! The new entry will be 
fiberglass. The look will change slightly to allow handicap walkers and wheelchairs to enter 
more easily. 
 

Blessings to all, Gene 
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER BOARD 

DECEMBER PETITIONS 

• Pray for rain (3 separate prayers) 
Note from the Lambs Tales Editor: Our prayers seem to be working! Let’s 
keep it up! 

• Our Father, my wife Debra and I were evicted from our home in the Santa 
Cruz mountains. We find Cloverdale to be a very nice place and would like 
to live here. 

• Dear Lord Jesus, please reconcile my wife and my family.  I love you. 

• Thank you for a good life! 

• Nice people on earth; happiness 

• Please pray for Ross James 

• Pray for my grandma with lung cancer that her pain is relieved and my mom 
wondering what is wrong with her lungs.  May they be healthy and get 20 
more years. 

• Thank you for answered prayers. 

OUR TOWN CLOVERDALE 

Good People Doing Good Deeds 

A Story From Francesca Giacalone: On the Wednesday before Christmas, I 

needed some bias tape from the Senior Center’s Creative Notions for a 

Christmas gift project I was working on. When I got there it was closed even 

though it was one of their “open days.” I peeked in and saw the clerk behind 

the desk and knocked on the door. She came out and explained that the 

power was off and they weren’t open! But, she asked what I needed. When I 

explained, she zipped back in the store, and brought out a box of bias tape! I 

got my tape, paid 50 cents and got my project finished. We are blessed in 

Cloverdale that things like this can happen! 

From the Newsletter Editor: Has anyone else had an unexpected and kind 

small town experience like Francesca that you can share with us for the 

Lamb’s Tale Newsletter? I’d love to include your stories to keep celebrating 

the positive things that frequently happen in our community.  Please email 

them to Elaine Rock at erock50@gmail.com. Thanks! 

 

mailto:erock50@gmail.com
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THANK YOU LETTERS FOR GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH DONATIONS 

Near the end of every year, the Mission Committee disperses Outreach 

donation funds to local charities and services organizations. We thought we’d 

share with you some of the personal letters of thanks that we recently 

received so you can see how welcome our donations are for the highly 

needed services they give to members of our community.   

THE CLOVERDALE FOOD PANTRY: 

“Thank you so much for your generous donation of $750. The Cloverdale Food 

Pantry was organized in 1989 and has been distributing food to needy families 

weekly for thirty-two years. We distribute food to as many as 45 to 65 families 

each week. We are not federally-funded in any way, so we rely solely on 

donations both financially and physically from the community. Because of 

individuals and businesses such as yours, we are able to continue serving those 

in need. Once again, thank you for your support” Sincerely, Betty Kunakov, 

Cloverdale Food Pantry, Treasurer” 

 

Along with a letter thanking us for our $750 donation came two personal notes of thanks from the 

Cloverdale Senior Center: 

“Members @ Good Shepherd Church, Thank you for your generous support. As you probably know, 

our goal for our community is for sustainable service, ongoing to all community members. Your 

generosity will help us reach the goal of sustainability. I echo the appreciation for all the work that 

you do for our community as well. May God bless you and your efforts. Al Myers, CSMC Board 

President” 

“To our friends at Good Shepherd, Thank you for your donation to the Cloverdale Senior Center. 

Your generous support of us and the work we do in the community is very much appreciated. 

Sincerely, Melanie” 

 

https://www.cloverdaleseniorcenter.org/
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TWELFTH NIGHT, EPIPHANY, AND THEOPHANY 

By Elaine Rock 

You don’t have to stop celebrating the holidays just yet—there are reasons to 

continue the festivities in January! 

Twelfth Night (Is it the Night Before, or of, Epiphany? It Depends.) 

 
Twelfth Night festivities have been around for centuries. Photo from Wikimedia Commons. 

Did you know that up until the 19th century, Epiphany was more significant 

than Christmas Day? Then as now, Christians believe that the 12 days of 

Christmas mark the amount of time it took after the birth of Jesus for the magi, 

or wise men, to travel to Bethlehem for the Epiphany, and recognized and 

celebrated him as the son of God. Twelfth Night is a Christian festival marking 

the beginning of Epiphany. A count of exactly 12 days from December 25 

takes us to January 5 and, according to the Church of England, that 

evening is Twelfth Night. The day of Epiphany falls on the following day, 

January 6. Other Christian groups may count the 12 days of Christmas from 

Boxing Day, Dec. 26 however, which puts Twelfth Night on Jan. 6 for some. 

Countries such as Germany, Poland and the Czech Republic all consider 

the Twelfth Night as falling on this day, for example. 

Twelfth Night is traditionally associated with boisterous, rowdy parties with 

much feasting and merriment. Food and drink are the center of the 

https://readthespirit.com/religious-holidays-festivals/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2014/01/Twelfth-Night-festivities-David-Teniers.jpg
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celebrations. In the United Kingdom, the punch called Wassail is consumed 

throughout the 12 days of Christmas but especially so on the Twelfth Night. 

Around the world, special pastries, such as the King Cake, are baked and 

eaten for the Feast of the Epiphany celebrations. In English and French 

customs, the Twelfth Night cake contains a bean and a pea, so that those 

who received the slices containing them would respectively be designated 

King and Queen of the night's festivities. 

In Shakespeare’s day, Twelfth Night meant a raucous time of music, masked 

balls and debauchery. It was in this context that he wrote his famous 

play Twelfth Night (or What You Will) intended as entertainment to close the 

Christmas season. 

And then, there’s the carol we know today called The 12 Days of Christmas. 

The counting of the carol days begins on Dec. 25 and ends on Twelfth Night. 

The current version of the song was written by Frederic Austin in 1909 and it 

most likely began as a memory game for kids. So, that’s why it’s so repetitive! 

Here’s a fun fact: The cost of all the gifts in the song, based on current market 

rates for 2021, comes to $42,205.58, or $179,454.19 if you count each mention 

of an item separately (which would amount to 364 gifts in all). 

EPIPHANY 

 

The arrival of the magi (wise men) in Bethlehem to worship and offer gifts to 

the Christ child on Epiphany is recorded in Matthew 2:1-12. According to 

Matthew 2:11, the Magi offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. In 

the Episcopal Church, Epiphany is always celebrated on January 6. 
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In some Latin American cultures, Christians know Epiphany as Dia de los Reyes 

(Three Kings Day) and they hand out presents on January 6. The tradition of 

gift-giving customs differ in various cultures, some giving gifts all 12 days.  

According to tradition, some people believe Christmas trees and decorations 

should be taken down on either Twelfth Night or Epiphany to avoid bad luck. 

But that belief was developed in the 19th century by the Victorians who 

decided that Christmas decorations should be taken down after 12 days 

because they wanted to get everybody back to work. They labeled it as “the 

season of Christmas.” However, before this, the Tudors continued celebrating 

until February 1. So, there’s no need to feel any pressure to take your Christmas 

decorations down on a particular date just because the Victorians did. 

THEOPHANY 

 
Baptism of Christ 

By Andrea Mantegna - www.aiwaz.net, Public Domain, 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, or Theophany, is the feast day 

commemorating the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by John the Baptist, 

originally celebrated on Epiphany. Over time in the West, however, the 

celebration of the baptism of the Lord came to be commemorated as a 

distinct event from Epiphany. In the Episcopal Church, the Baptism of the Lord 

is always observed on the following Sunday—this year, it will be on January, 9. 

The word, theophany, is from a combination of two Greek compounds: 

Theos (God, god) and phainein (to appear). A theophany, then, is a 
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manifestation or appearance of God to human beings. Several theophanies 

are described in the Old Testament, but the Baptism of the Lord is notable 

because it marks the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and confirms his identity as 

the Son of God. This event is documented in all the gospels except John.  

Sources:  

1. BBC – Religions-Christianity: Epiphany 
2. Wikipedia.com  
3. Offbeat, online article by David Hughes, 12/22/21 
4. Derry, Johanna (4 January 2016). Let’s bring back the glorious food traditions of Twelfth Night. The Daily Telegraph 

5. What Are the 12 Days of Christmas and What Do They Mean? By Jen McCaffery and Meghan Jones, Readers Digest. 
6. The 12 days of Christmas: The story behind the holiday’s most annoying carol, Tanya Pai, Vox. Com, Dec. 22, 2021. 
7. 10 Things You Should Know about Theophanies, by Vern S. Poythress, Crossway.com articles. 
8. Joanna Whitehead, (27 December, 2021). When Should I take down my Christmas Tree and Decorations?, 

Independent.co.uk 
 

    

 

 
Tom Long, Friends of the Groom Theater Company
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Ellen Knudson 

 

Christine Lathrop 

 

Diana Perkins 

 

Teal Johnson 

 

Kathy Walsh 
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Celtic New Year Prayer 

This day is a new day 

That has never been before. 

This year is a new year, 

The opening door. 

 

Enter, Lord Christ – 

We have joy in your coming. 

You have given us life; 

And we welcome your coming 

 

I turn now to face you, 

I lift up my eyes. 

Be blessing my face, Lord; 

Be blessing my eyes. 

 

May all my eye look on 

Be blessed and be bright, 

 

My neighbors, my love ones 

Be blessed in Your sight. 

 

You have given us life 

And we welcome Your coming. 

 

Be with us, Lord, 

We have joy, we have joy. 

 

This is a new year, 

The opening door. 

 

Be with us, Lord, 

We have joy, we have joy. 

(from Celtic Daily Prayer) 
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