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FEBRUARY REFLECTION 

By Deacon Bob Scott 

This year, we have a long Epiphany season as Lent will not begin until March. The 

Epiphany season recognizes the manifestation of God in Jesus and of the risen Christ in our 

world. It is a time to consider how Jesus fulfilled his destiny and how we can fulfill our 

destiny too. Christ asks us to respond in faith through the showings of his divinity recorded 

in the gospels of the Epiphany season.  

One of the key ways we respond is through love. Of course, we have St. Valentine’s day, 

which commemorates the death of an early martyr, St. Valentine, which has become a 

commercial celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world. But there are 

many other types of love, including friendship, love of family, universal love (agape; love 

of strangers, nature, or God), and of course, self-love. While the media and marketers 

want us to focus on romantic love, we need to recognize all the ways that love can be 

given and received, not only with friends but with everyone.  

We all know the verses from Matthew containing the two great commandments from 

Jesus. The first is we are to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind.” And the second is like, unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.” And Presiding Bishop Curry reminds us that “if it is not of love, it is not of God.” 

Jesus is asking us to practice all these kinds of love; love of self, love of family, love of 

friends, love of the “other.” They are all important in living a healthy spiritual life. We should 

be careful not to practice one type of love exclusively to the detriment of the other types. 

As we know, self-love, taken too far, can be quite destructive. But if we give balanced 

attention to love in all its forms, we will be fulfilling what Jesus has in mind and be happier 

in the long run. 

Blessings….Deacon Bob 
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REMEMBERING IN FEBRUARY 

Absalom Jones 

Priest 

November 6, 1746- February 13, 1818 

Absalom Jones was born into slavery in Delaware, in 1746. His owner 

recognized his intelligence, and he was made a house slave, and was able 

to learn to read.  After the plantation, his mother, sister, and five brothers 

were sold, his new owner took him to Philadelphia.  He worshipped at St. 

Peter’s Anglican Church.  His owner eventually freed him. 

 

He worshipped at the Methodist Episcopal Church with Richard Allen, and 

they founded the Free African Society.  They worked as lay ministers.  Later, 

the church leadership decided to segregate the black members to an upper 

gallery.  Ushers attempted to physically remove them, and most of the black 

members walked out in protest. 

 

The Free African Society built the African Church of Philadelphia.  The church 

membership took a vote and decided to affiliate with the Episcopal Church.  

They became a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania.  Absalom 

Jones was ordained a deacon in 1795, and a priest on September 21, 1802.  

Their church, St. Thomas, grew to over 500 members in its first year.  

Known as “the Black Bishop of the Episcopal Church,” Jones is an example of 

persistent faith in God, and the Church as God’s instrument.  He died on 

February 13, 1818 in Philadelphia. 
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Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, 

honoring the steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may 

show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the children of 

God, which you have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

Sources: Lesser Feasts and Fasts, 2018 and A Great Cloud of Witnesses 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 

The Rev. Ed Howell Named Dean of Russian River 

We are pleased to announce that The Rev, Ed Howell has accepted Bishop 

Megan’s invitation to serve as Dean of the Russian River Deanery. He 

replaces The Rev. Daniel Green who served as Dean for nearly seven years. 

Ed+ is a previous Board of Trustees member and has served at several of our 

parishes, including Incarnation in Santa Rosa, Ascension in Vallejo, St. 

Patrick’s in Kenwood, and Good Shepherd Church in Cloverdale.  

 



 

 

   

  Page 4 of 11 

   
 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP MEETING 

We are continuing to refrain from fellowship activities due to the surge of Omicron and await 

county/diocese guidance on when we can resume our fellowship meetings. 

 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 

 

Worship Committee 

 
At the bishop’s request, Tim taught a class on setting SMART goals at a retreat for the diocese’s board 

of trustees, standing committee, and dean’s committee, with the goal of looking at ways the three 

bodies can work better together. They emphasized sharing common goals, clarity of statements and 

better communication. 

 

Jane is taking a CDSP class on “Arguing With God” taught by The Rev. Daniel London. She asked us 

to pray for priests in the Holy Land. Also, the altar guild is well staffed now and she wants to make sure 

that all those volunteering know she is thankful for the lovely job they are doing.  

 

Preparing financial and other reports for non-profits he supports occupy much of Bob’s time in 

January. He reported La Familia Sana now has an office in downtown Cloverdale. Wallace House’s 

Cherry Creek housing project is planning for the first move-ins to be in April. 

 

Property and Maintenance 

 

Marshall is now putting out trash bins on Thursday evenings. Gene worked with Home Depot on the 

front door replacement; cost of single, extra-wide, handicapped accessible door, hinged left, 

fiberglass, and unpainted is $2,597.79. With delivery and installation the total will be about $7,000. The 

gardener, Horacio, is scheduled to prune shrubs. Gene said the church buildings will need painting 

and Steve and Marshall will get caulking/painting bids in spring for that project. The quarterly 

changing of the HVAC system filter should be added to the calendar to keep the system sound. 

Outreach/Internal Fellowship 

Given success of our partnering with Kiwanis on their Christmas Giving Tree Program, Rebecca 

recommended doing it again this year. The Cabaret/Citrus Fair is rescheduled to 4/21-24. Ticket 

holders were asked to exchange for Thursday, 4/21 or seek a refund.  

Communications 

Elaine asked for submissions to newsletter; she’ll talk to Kirsten Tellez about the website and our 

Facebook page. She seeks help with birthday information. 
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New Business 

The United Church of Cloverdale asked us to work with them to raise funds for World Relief, a refugee 

assistance organization. The idea is to bring our churches together to raise money for recent 

immigrants from Afghanistan. It’s basically set up as a bicycle ride, but you don’t have to do that. 

You could read books, sew things, swim laps.  But the idea is just to raise funds for a great cause and 

maybe have some fun and set a few personal goals at the same time. More details to come. Gene 

recommended sharing this idea at the next outreach/internal fellowship meeting. 

The Longos would like to give the church a new prayer board in memory of Mireille Polge. The 

mission committee is in favor of this in concept; Tim and Bob will follow-up.  

Everyone concurred that Gene’s service to this committee and our church are irreplaceable. 

THANK YOU!!! “Well done, good and faithful servant...Enter into the joy of your master.” Matthew 

25:23. 

JAN. 30th ANNUAL MEETING ELECTION HIGHLIGHTS 

Gene nominated Paul Cowden and Lynn Caruso to serve on the Mission Committee and 

they were elected by acclamation. Elaine Rock was elected by acclamation to serve as 

2022 Diocesan Convention delegate. Members are asked to prayerfully consider serving as 

a delegate as two more are needed. It is an enriching experience and lodging in Redding 

will be paid for by the church. A brief meeting was held following the annual meeting to 

elect mission committee officers. Lynn moved that the following slate of officers be elected: 

Steve Tellez to serve as Senior Warden; Marshall Kelly to serve as Junior Warden, and Lynn 

Caruso to serve as clerk. All were approved. 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER BOARD 

 

JANUARY PETITIONS 

• Pray for relief from loneliness for me and my daughter --- meaningful human 

companionship. 

• Please God, clear his name and bring him home please. 
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• Thank you for answered prayers. 

 

• Dear God, may you heal my heart and mind.  May you give me strength and 

grace moving forward.  May all those I love be healthy and clean. 

• From Ben: Living in truth with comfort, joy, health, alignment, passion + love + 

purpose. 

• For those lost in the system and caught in the cycle of violence that gangs 

bring and those who died over nothing but a color. Amen. 

OUR TOWN CLOVERDALE 

 

Good People Doing Good Deeds 

By Elaine Rock 

When I contemplate Jesus’ call to “love your neighbor,” it’s easy to think of our 

parishioner, Emosi “Amos” Tatawaqa, whose actions naturally heed that call. 

Amos is a kind-hearted, compassionate, and charitable man who is always 

willing to make things better for those experiencing unfortunate circumstances 

like an angel walking among us. So, he often appears whenever and wherever 

needed as if mysteriously guided. Frequently, it happens while walking a 

friend’s dog named “Westdale of Cloverdale” around town or when alone.  

 

 
Westdale and Amos 

 

Here are a couple of heartwarming stories he told me. 
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“During Christmas week, I was walking my friend’s dog, Westdale, around 

sunset. I came across a homeless man fast asleep, with his arms folded, trying 

to keep warm. I was concerned about him. However, he was asleep, and I 

didn’t want to awaken him. When I returned the dog, my friend and I talked 

about a comforter on his couch. He told me he was about to throw it away. I 

told him about the homeless man and thought the comforter would be useful 

to that man. I asked if I could take it to him, and my friend said, ‘Sure.’ When I 

returned to the homeless man, he was still asleep. I went up to him and said, 

‘Excuse me, sir, I have something for you to keep you warm.’ The man woke up 

and said, ‘Oh, it’s Christmas. I’m going to have a good sleep tonight with this 

warm comforter. Thank you.’ 

 

“The next evening, when I walked Westdale again, I saw the homeless man, 

laying down, covered by the comforter. But I thought it was too bad that he 

didn’t have a pillow on which to rest his head. When the dog and I returned to 

my friend’s house, I was astonished when he brought out three pillows he didn’t 

want any longer, and he gave them to me. So, when I gave them to the 

homeless man, he said, ‘You know, it’s the little comforts like this that I miss so 

much.’ I suggested placing the pillows and comforter against the building to 

keep as warm as possible. Then I asked, ‘Is there anything else you need?’ 

‘Well, I haven’t eaten, and I’m really hungry.’ 

 

“So, I drove to McDonald’s and bought back two Big Macs, a large fries, and 

two small bottles of milk, and he ate the meal with gusto. Afterward, the man 

was so thankful and exhausted he immediately bundled himself up and fell 

asleep. I drove away and never saw him again.” 

 

****** 

 

“Last March, driving in my friend’s neighborhood, I came upon a man in his 80s, 

trying to climb a ladder with an electric saw in his hand to cut the branches of 

a tree. He was alone and struggling with the task. I called out to him and said, 

‘Sir, let me do that for you. You don’t want to fall and die doing that, do you?’ 

The man hesitated, but I thought he was putting himself in danger, so I insisted 

on helping him. He came down from the tree, and when I climbed the ladder 

and started cutting some branches, three other men driving by stopped and 

came to give me a hand, one of whom works as a tree trimmer. It was really 
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neat seeing how strangers stopped to help; they pulled branches away and 

loaded them into the man’s truck. 

 

“The following two days, whenever I drove by, he tried to climb another tree. It 

turns out he had seven trees to trim. Each time I saw him, I stopped and offered 

to help again, and he let me. I loaded the branches into his truck when my 

work was done. The man finally asked, ‘How come you show up every time I 

come out here to trim the trees?’ ‘I don’t know. I just do.’ ‘Amos, you’re a good 

man; I wish there were more young men like you around here.’ He went in and 

brought out a 50 dollar bill to give to me. I said, ‘No, sir, I just wanted to help.’ 

He insisted, ‘No, you need to take this. You earned it.’ So, I took it, cleaned up 

the branches, and loaded the truck for the last time. I finished the job, and no 

one got injured. And best of all, we became friends and wave at each other 

whenever I drive by.” 

 

When I asked Amos how these encounters affect or change him, he said, “It’s 

made me realize there are people just like all of us who at times need a little 

help, and if I am able, why wouldn’t I use my abilities however I can to help 

others? We are all people cut from the same cloth, after all. And, it gives me a 

sense that I’m doing something good to benefit others.” 

  

And that’s the simplicity of what compassion and caring are all about. Amos’ 

stories indeed remind us what Peter is talking about when he said, “Finally, all of 

you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate 

and humble.” ~ 1 Peter 3:8 

 

From the Newsletter Editor: Please let me know about or send your stories of 

unexpected and kind small town experiences to share with us for the Lamb’s 

Tale Newsletter! I’d love to include your stories to keep celebrating the positive 

things that frequently happen in our community. Please email them to Elaine 

Rock at erock50@gmail.com. Thanks! 
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