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December Reflection from Deacon Bob+ 

What a year this has been!  A year ago none of us could have 

anticipated all the trials and difficulties we would encounter in 2020.  

We have certainly been tested both physically, mentally, and 

spiritually during this year.  These events may have even put the 

faith of some in doubt.  I have often reflected on the concept of 

faith and at times felt lacking; that my belief or faith didn’t measure 

up to what God expects.  Perhaps some of you have felt the same 

way. 

I recently heard a morning prayer reflection from the Washington 

National Cathedral in which faith was addressed.  The priest was 

talking about a book (Being Disciples) by Rowan Williams, the 

former Archbishop of Canterbury in which he talks about faith in a 

way that is different.  We may feel our faith falls short because we 

have trouble connecting with God through all the noise and cares 

of the current world.  But Williams looks at faith a bit differently.   
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In his view, faith involves God providing a “dependable 

relationship” for us as someone who does not change, is always 

there and doesn’t go away.  Even when our faith may falter, God’s 

doesn’t…he doesn’t let us go.  And if we consider God’s 

dependable faithfulness to us, we in turn can show our faith by 

making our best effort to be dependable for God.  Dependable by 

being present during worship, by being present for those in need, 

for those who are lost, suffering or marginalized.  Through 

demonstrating our dependableness, we strengthen our own faith in 

God. 

So now we come to the season of Advent and the beginning of a 

new church year.  The word Advent comes from the Latin word 

adventus, meaning “coming” or “arrival.”  The season has a double 

spiritual meaning. While we are anticipating the arrival of the birth 

of Jesus, we are also awaiting his second coming.  Both themes will 

be found in the lessons during the season. 

But perhaps after this difficult year there is another spiritual meaning 

to Advent.  Perhaps this is an opportunity to renew or strengthen our 

faith in God by becoming dependable in our relationship with God.  

We know God is dependable, that he will be there for us, and will 

never let us go.  Advent is an invitation for rest and growth before a 

new beginning.  Let us start anew in building our relationship to 

God.  Let’s consider how we can be dependable for God through 

our works and support for each other. 

Advent blessings…. Deacon Bob 
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Remembering in December 

St. Nicholas 

December 6th 

Very little is known about Nicholas.  He was an early Christian bishop of Greek 

descent who lived from 270 to 343.  It is thought that he attended the Council 

of Nicaea in 325 where the Nicene Creed was adopted.  He is the traditional 

patron saint of seafarers and travelers, and of children.  He is known as a 

bearer of gifts to children, particularly giving coins to those who left their 

shoes out.  His name, Sinterklaas was brought to America by Dutch colonists in 

New York, and later he was known as Santa Claus.  December 6th is still 

celebrated as a holiday in many places with small gifts exchanged on that day. 

 

Almighty God, in your love you gave your servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual 

name for deeds of kindness both on land and sea: Grant we pray that your 

Church may never cease to work for the happiness of children, the safety of 

sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help of those tossed by tempests of 

doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reign with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 
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Reflection on the Nativity 

By Rev. Tim McDonald 

Recently, while preparing for one of our on-line services, I pondered the 

poster Rev. Jane hung in the church from Episcopal Migration Ministries.  I’ve 

seen it many times, but for some reason - perhaps because it is the holidays - 

it made me stop and think about what today’s nativity might look like.   

While in college, I was a member of a service fraternity. We took a trip to 

Tijuana to help build a structure for a refugee camp.  I saw sitting near the 

entrance of a small community of immigrants, a young lady – who seemed 

lost.  My Spanish was mangled but somehow, we were able to communicate 

beyond words, as our hearts made a connection.  She had traveled for over 

a month, mostly on foot, guiding her two children through danger and 

uncertainty toward what would be her best attempt at escaping violence 

and pleading for help.  Here she was, resting within the walls of a makeshift 
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shelter in a Tijuana church building, awaiting her turn to seek asylum in the 

United States.  She was tired, resilient, and kind. 

As I recall, our encounter was brief.  I managed to find out where she was 

originally from, kicked a ball around with her young son, and watched one of 

the fraternity brothers’ girlfriend draw pictures together with her young 

daughter.  Time paused in the goodness of the moment, but her situation 

didn’t change.  Neither did mine.  She waited for assistance as we went home 

to the comforts of our homes. 

This Christmas, I’m pondering the grittier, truer side of the nativity through the 

lens of a refugee mother who waits with her children for their dream of 

liberation.  I’m also contemplating the character of God who rescues even 

the most marginalized among us. 

God is like a mother who both waits with us and acts on behalf of our 

freedom. 

As I come across nativity figurines and sentimental holiday slogans, I can’t 

help but wonder if perhaps the birth of Jesus took place in a setting more like 

the shelter in Tijuana than the manicured barns we sometimes imagine.  An 

authentic portrayal of the Christmas story would include a child born into a 

family who fled for their lives under the oppressive power of Herod, King of 

the empire who perpetuated a societal structure of ethnic, economic, and 

positional oppression.  And on the night of Jesus’ birth, his parents rested in a 

makeshift shelter like the one at the back of the church in Tijuana. 

Jesus’ divine essence within his human story represents a new kingdom, not 

in the reign of the privileged but in the sovereignty of the refugee king.  This 

was God’s way of love.  This was God’s redemption plan. 

Come, Lord Jesus, be born in us this Christmas season.  Guide us through the 

deserts, protect us from evil and lead us out of captivity into the fullness of 

your liberating love.   Merry Christmas! 
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An Advent Message from Bishop Megan 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to Advent!  

This is a season that is dear to our hearts - where scripture and music help us to 
proclaim our hope in our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. It is a season with 
beloved traditions of prayer, food, and gatherings - much of which we are 
translating into an altered form, due to the pandemic. In joy this year there will 
also be bittersweet moments. But bittersweet and hope often live together. 

Perhaps the most important thing about Advent this year is what is important 
every year: it roots us back into the longer narrative of who we are as God’s 
children. The prophets called for justice, mourned their people’s suffering, and 
spoke of God’s faithfulness.  

In Advent we remember that long wait, but we already know the punchline: God 
sent his Son not just to Israel but to the whole world. 



 

 

   

  Page 7 of 18 

   
 

We hear the theme of restoration echoing through our scripture. We find it in 
Isaiah 61:1-4, in Amos and the Psalms. It is repeated in Luke 4:18, when Jesus was 
beginning his ministry and chose these words from Isaiah to describe his 
ministry. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to let the oppressed, go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Luke 4:19-19 

We, the followers of Jesus, see where the broken hearted are healed and see how 
captives of all kinds are freed. We see the faithfulness of God. 

But we also see where the restoration is not yet complete. We are familiar with 
pandemic, sorrow, ashes, and racism. In Advent we see that God’s Kingdom has 
begun, but that it is not yet complete. Our very act of proclaiming hope in 
Christ is a dramatic witness to our weary world and even to ourselves. There is 
nothing sentimental about it. 

We proclaim hope when we are supporting ministries that feed the hungry or 
advocate for the needy. We proclaim hope when we do not let the isolated be 
forgotten, nor the essential workers ignored during these holidays. We claim 
hope against despair when we keep our eyes on this big gospel story instead of 
getting lost in digital narratives of despair. 
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But hope is strongest when it is communal. Faithfulness in meeting for Sunday 
worship online, proclaims hope to each other. 

Let the Advent Wreath making begin, find those candles for the four Sundays of 
this season. 

Let the beautiful music of faith ring out. Perhaps someone will figure out a way 
to have a massive, online, Messiah sing-along! 

Read the stories of the Bible and our hope for a Savior, using the reading from 
lessons and carols. 

Start a small group and take the Advent journey with The Way of Love.  

Separated by geography, united in prayer: together, we are walking the deep, 
fruitful path of the Anglican way. We are inviting others to join us. We know 
the way of love is the only path for us.  

Moving through Advent in 2020, I know that we will see signs of God’s great 
faithfulness, because hope is already on its way to us and his name is Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

With hope and trust in God’s faithfulness, 

+Megan 
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Ann Beekhuis 

Marshall Kelly 

Yvette Manson 
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We continue in Prayers of Healing for Kirsten Tellez, Aura 
Owens, Mireille Polge, Jude Latchford, Don Rathjen, CC 
Kirchner, Lynn Caruso, Victoria Martineau’s sister Judy 
and others you know. 

 

From our Prayer Board 

• Praying for an old friend who has stage 4 cancer.  We love you 
Richie Roark 

• Happy Thanksgiving 

• Pray for my overall health & spirit.  

• Lord, soften my heart with love 

• Heal me Lord 
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Advent Announcements 
 

 

 
 

We will be accepting donations for poinsettias again this year and 
publishing a list of designated memorials and/or thanksgivings.  All 
parishioners who would like a plant will have one delivered to their 
home the week before Christmas regardless of whether you decide to 
donate.  Please note that poinsettias are mildly toxic to dogs and cats.  
If you would like to donate, please send a check to the church ($15 per 
plant) or you may make your contribution online.  

Please let us know your designation of memorial / thanksgiving by 
including a note with your gift or by indicating the information in the 
comments section if donating online (select "Christmas Flowers" in the 
"To:" drop down menu). 

 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1330785
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To help us all prepare for the birth of our Lord, we have found three 
versions of Advent calendar.  They offer 27 daily meditations and 

images during this holy season as a way to reflect and pause as we await 
the birth of Christ. The two online versions can be accessed by signing 

up for a daily email through the website AdventWord.org  or by 
accessing it on our Facebook page. 

 

If you prefer to receive a hard copy Advent calendar, please contact 
Rev. Jane to arrange for one to be delivered to your home.  You can 

email her at dickjanespot@comcast.net or call her at 894-8558. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adventword.org/
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Paddy was in New York … 

He was patiently waiting and watching the traffic cop on a busy 
street crossing. The cop stopped the flow of traffic and shouted, 
'Okay, pedestrians.' Then he'd allow the foot traffic to pass. 

He'd done this several times, and Paddy still stood on the 
sidewalk. 

After the cop had shouted, 'Pedestrians!' for the tenth time, 
Paddy went over to him and said, 'Is it not about time ye let the 
Catholics cross?' 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• The food banks throughout the country are in need of our 
support during this time of pandemic (and, more locally, the 
fires).  If you would like to contribute, you can send a check to 
the Cloverdale Food Pantry at PO Box 1038, Cloverdale, 
95425.  You can also donate to Episcopal Relief & Development 
by clicking here  

•  

We appreciate all the wonderful love and concern our church 
family has shown for each other during this difficult time.  Please 
continue your efforts to reach out and ensure that everyone 
feels the love of Christ in our midst.  Please let your clergy team 
know if there is anyone who is in need spiritually or financially 
so we can ensure that those needs are addressed. 

  
We want to remind you to please continue giving to Good 
Shepherd as you are able; our expenses continue even if we 
are unable to be there physically at this time.  You can make 
your contribution online or mail your check to the church at PO 
Box 337, Cloverdale, CA  95425.  Thank you, and please let us 
know if there is anything you would like to see with regard to 
services or other outreach within our parish community as well 
as the community at large. 

 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donation/
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1330785
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1330785
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Deacon Bob Scott hung our beautiful new sign on 

Thanksgiving morning. Good Shepherd welcomes 

everyone! 
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Notes from the Mission Committee 

 

 

Property and Administration  

 

The team is continuing to secure bids for our landscaping project, which 

will include plants, soil preparation, a new pathway and irrigation. Melissa 

Cox, who designed the layout, will be on site to supervise the installation.  

 

The project also includes a fence on the Broad Street side, to block the 

view of the trash bins, as well as more tree and stump removal.  

 

Outreach/Internal Fellowship 

 

Christel signed all checks for Outreach donations. $400 to the Senior 

Produce Program was given to Redwood Empire Food Bank instead, as 

the Senior Produce Program no longer in business. 

 

Worship and Clergy reports 

 

Rev. Jane is donating a wreath for our Columbarium to honor our veterans 

(Wreaths Across America/ Sons of the American Legion). 

 

Rev. Tim said there will be one service for Christmas. Music/venues being 

considered. 

 

Deacon Bob says the Stewardship Campaign is in the works. 
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Old Business 

 

The rebuild of the main church sign is a work in progress; Gene will give 

away chairs and a table from Vicarage. 

 

Bob has installed a new “Episcopal Church Welcomes You” sign (see 

page 15) 

 

New Business 

 

Ray’s has new rules for giving money to religious organizations, so we’ll 

no longer participate in the affinity card donation program. 

 

Convention report: Elaine Rock, one of our delegates to the Diocesan 

Convention in early November, will lead a four-session presentation to 

those in our congregation who are interested, based on one of the 

convention break-out sessions on mental health.  

 

The 2021 Parish Annual Meeting will be held via Zoom. There are three 

Mission Committee members whose terms are expiring next year…so far, 

two of those members have indicated they are willing to serve again. 
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