
The Rooster’s 

Crow 
 

Greetings. 

We have seen so much happen this year at 
Somerset Baptist. It seems like it was January 
just the other day and now November will be 
here in a few days. November will see the  
160th anniversary/homecoming of the church. In 
a day and age when many churches are closing 
for a variety of reasons, Somerset Baptist is 
going strong. This is because you, the 
members, are following in obedience to God as 
He leads us in these new and exciting, and 
sometimes scary, directions. 

The first Sunday of November will mark the end 
of my third year as the pastor of this wonderful 
church. We have seen an incredible amount of 
change in the last three years and, while it has 
been difficult, we are seeing the rewards of 
being obedient to the Lord in these areas. We 
see new faces in worship almost every week. 
We are seeing people come to know Christ. We 
are having people join the church. We are 
working to help people grow in Christ through 
discipleship. We have started AWANA for our 
children to be discipled. We have seen two new 
adult Sunday School classes start. All of this 
and more have happened because we are being 
sensitive to God’s leading. 

I am honored to have been your pastor these 
last three years. It has been an incredible 
blessing to me and my family to be here and see 
the hand of God at work. Much of what God has 
done in these three years has been beyond my 
imagination. I look forward to the future of the 
church with great anticipation. Thank you, 
church, for the love and support you have 
shown me and my family. 

God bless, 

Keith Cogburn 
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            November 2017 

Wednesday, November 1—WMU  

Meeting—5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, November 4 and 

Sunday, November 5—WMU 

World Craft Market (see article) 

Sunday, November 5—Operation 

Christmas Child packing party—Annex—

after 11 am service 

Sunday, November 12—160th 

Homecoming Celebration—Potluck lunch 

after service 

Wednesday, November 15—Business 

Meeting 

Saturday, November 18—Family  

Movie Night—7:00 p.m.—Ark— 

“Free Birds” 

Wednesday, November 22—WMU 

Bread Give-Away 

Thursday, November 23— 

Thanksgiving Day 

Friday, November 24—Church  

Offices closed 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS! 

WMU  

World Craft Market 

Sat., Nov. 4—11 am-3 pm 

Sun., Nov. 5—12 pm-2 pm 

 

Everyone is invited to attend the World Craft 

Market sponsored by the Women’s Missionary 

Union of Somerset Baptist Church featuring 

handmade items crafted by artisans throughout 

the world. Information about the World Craft 

artisan groups will be available for review. The 

WMU Texas organization will display various 

items in the Ark readily available for purchase at 

this time. On Saturday, there will be prizes, 

games, and food to enjoy. All merchandise sales 

proceeds benefit the World Craft artisan groups. 

160th Homecoming 

Celebration 

Sunday, November 12 

Somerset Baptist Church will be celebrating it’s 

160th anniversary on Sunday, November 12. It’s 

going to be a wonderful day with a potluck lunch in 

the Ark immediately after the morning service 

providing lots of opportunity to fellowship. What a 

great day to invite your friends to this special 

celebration! Cook up your favorites and come join 

us as we praise God for His faithfulness to 

Somerset Baptist! 



          Operation Christmas Child  

       Packing Party 

On Sunday, November 5th, immediately after church in the Annex, there will 
be a gathering of folks just to pack up the gifts in the shoeboxes.  Please 
make sure to sign up in the foyer so Ginger knows how much food she needs 
to buy! Donations of money and items are still needed!! If you aren’t sure 
what to get, Ginger started a wishlist on Amazon.com and you can go directly 

to the list and order.  
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At times, we may find ourselves in wintry spiritual seasons, when a frost settles on 
our hearts and our sense of gratitude freezes over. During these times, I’ve 
learned that gratefulness is a habit to be cultivated, a labor of the soul that seeks 
God. As with the other virtues, we can’t employ a mechanical technique to make 
us thankful. But we can learn to direct our attention to those things that draw us to 

God in appreciation for who He is and what He has done. 

In that regard, here are some insights I’ve discovered along the way: 

1. Give thanks as a holy discipline independent of feelings. 

True gratitude involves the heart as well as the lips. But sometimes when our 
hearts are cold our words can be sparks that kindle our gratitude. That’s why the 

Bible repeatedly commands us to thank Him (Ps. 136, Eph. 5:19-20, Col. 3:17). 

2. Give thanks for the small and ordinary things. 

With blessings, as with relationships, familiarity often breeds contempt. We should 
keep in mind how the world would have seemed to that grateful leper Jesus 
healed. Even after that miracle, he must have given thanks for all 20 fingers and 
toes, for the power to run and leap again, for the smiles of children who once 

would have hid in horror. 

3. Look for the hidden blessings. 

Paul told the Colossians to be “watchful and thankful” (Col. 4:2). Sometimes we 

must keep ourselves alert to the graces God gives subtly or indirectly. 

Sometimes we grumble that the gifts we have are different from the gifts we would 
have chosen for ourselves. For example, we hear people complain about their 
physical appearance or other natural endowments, wishing they were prettier or 
stronger or smarter. Sometimes we fail to realize that not every gift we seek would 

be to our benefit.    

4. Thank God especially in the midst of adversity. 

God doesn’t ask us to be thankful for the sorrows that come our way, but He does 
want us to demonstrate trust in His care by thanking Him in spite of them. The 
Apostle Paul said, “Give thanks in all circumstances,” not for all circumstances (1 

Thess. 5:18). 

5. Turn your attention from your problems to God’s priorities in your life. 

We may have to take a step back to see the big picture if we want to be 
grateful for what God is accomplishing in us. 

Jesus gave the Father thanks for His last meal just hours before the horrible death 

Lessons in Being Thankful (By Paul Thigpen) 

He knew was waiting (Matt. 26:26). Jesus was grateful because He saw the bigger 
picture of God’s plan – that “the Father had put all things under his power, and that 

he had come from God and was returning to God” (Jn. 13:3). 

6. Give your attention and care to those whose lives make your particular 

blessings stand out by comparison. 

Have you been grumbling that you can’t afford a new couch for the living room? 
Go serve in a soup kitchen for the homeless. Have you found it hard to thank God 
for your boss? Talk a few minutes with the folks in the unemployment line. Do you 
complain about minor aches and pains? Pray for someone with a terminal illness. 

Your gratitude to God is sure to grow. 

7. Set aside time daily to express thanks to God. 

In ancient Israel, a daily habit of thanksgiving was so important to the life of the 
nation that the Levites were officially appointed to stand in the temple every 
morning and evening to thank God (1 Chron. 23:30). In a more private context and 
a later generation, we find Daniel kneeling to thank God three times a day (Dan. 

6:10). 

8. Keep a record of God’s faithfulness to you. 

“Count your blessings,” as the old song says. Try listing them in a regular journal 
that you review periodically. One family I know keeps a “Thank You Book,” 
complete with pictures, dedicated exclusively to recording answers to prayer and 

other blessings from the Lord. 

9. Show gratitude toward others as well as God. 

Make it a point to tell family and friends how grateful you are for their kindness. 
Stock up on thank you notes and use them generously, even for small favors. The 
more you appreciate people, the more you’ll appreciate the One who put them in 

your life. 

10. Give generously to those in need. 

Giving can be a concrete expression of gratitude to God and it leads others to 
thank Him as well. Paul told the Corinthians that such generosity “is not only 
supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions 

of thanks to God” (2 Cor. 9:12). 

If we cultivate the discipline of gratitude, we can overcome the temptation to turn 
our backs on the Lord in self-absorption. Instead, we’ll be sure to run toward the 

Lord, fall at His feet, and whisper often the words He delights to hear: Thank you. 

Awana Update 

-Karen Dean 

Our Awana program began on Sunday evening, September 10, with 21 kids 
ranging in age from 3 to 12 years old. Going into that evening, we had only 
had 11 preregister so the leaders were a little anxious about what the first 
night would bring. You could feel the excitement in the air as the kids came in 
the door! The next week was cancelled due to the revival so we were a little 
concerned about losing our momentum but God showed up in an incredible 
way. As the weeks have gone by (we are 6 weeks in now), the kids are 
faithful in their attendance and bringing their friends. Now the friends are 
bringing their friends and our enrollment has swelled to 44. Our Cubbies class 
had 11 the other night. Folks, that’s 11 three– and four– year-olds!! Our T&T 
girls have already outgrown their classroom and have moved to a larger 

room. Our leaders are so faithful to invest in the lives of these kids. 

I would like to personally thank the church for being willing to support this 
ministry financially and prayerfully, as I know the other leaders would as well. 
For those that have donated scholarships, they are being put to good use. We 
can always use another set of hands to help or adults that want to invest in 
the spiritual future of the kids.  It’s never too late to join us. What are you 

waiting for? 

It’s not too late to join!! Practice for our choir Christmas musical, “O Come, Let 

Us Adore Him,” will be every Sunday at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. All who 

have a heart for the Lord and a spirit willing to worship are welcome to come 

and join us as we prepare to lead the congregation in this musical which will 

be presented on Sunday, December 17, at 11:00 a.m. 


